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Bleſſed be God, even the Father of ourLord F nd Chri/t, the Father of 

4 Mercies, and the God of al! comfort; who comforteth us in all our 
Tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in an 
trouble, by the comſort, wherewith ourſelves are comforted of God, 


Lord, thou haſt led the- Blind by a Way that he knew not. 
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THE following Journal was written at divers 

- tames, for my own fattsfattion, About twenty 

years ago, having tranſcribed it, ſeveral of ny 

' Frends ſaw it, and begged it might be printed; 
which 1 refuſed at that time. 


Sometime after, Mr. Thornton, of Leeds, 4 
very particular friend of mine, deſiring to ſee 
it, thought, as my Cale 1 a means of 
flurring up many to hear the word, this might be 
of uſe to comfort ſome who were in trouble, and 
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fo adviſed me to put it to the preſs without delay. 

But I fill declined it, till he ſhewing it to ſeveral 
more of my friends, who were of the ſame opiniong 
T at laſt complied. 


IVhat is wrong, may the Lord pardon! And 
that no one may be hurt by me, or any thing I have 


written or preached, is the fancere prayer of 


Their unworthy Servant, 


For Chriſt's Sake, 


John Nelſon. 
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Jonx NELsON's JOURNAL, &c. 


5 NELSON, was born in the pariſh. of 
Birſcall, in the Weſt-Riding of the county of 
York, in October 1707, and brought up a maſon, as. 
was my father before me, 

When I was between nine and ten years old, I 
was horribly terrified with the thoughts of death 
and judgment, whenever I was alone: and one 
mak night I fat on the ground, by the fide of 
my father's chair, as he was reading the twentieth 
chapter of the Revelations, when the word came 
with ſuch light and power to my ſoul, tha tit made 
me tremble, as if a dart was ſhot at my heart; and 
I fell with my face on the floor, and wept till 
the place was wet where I lay, as if water had 
been poured thereon, As my father proceeded, I 
thought 1 faw every thing he read about, though 
my eyes were ſhut; and the fight was fo terrible, 
LI was about to ſtop my ears, that I might not 
hear, but I durſt not; for as foon as I put my fin- 
gers to my cars, I pulled them back again, When 
he came to the 11th verſe, the words made me 
cringe, and my fleſh ſeemed to creep on my bones; 
while he faid, And I ſaw a great white throne, and 
him that fat thereon, from whoſe face the heavens and 
the earth fled away, and there was found no place 
for theme and I ſaw the dead ſmall and great, ſtand 
before God, and the ow were opened; and another 
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book was opened, which is the book of Life ; and the 
Dead were judged out of thoſe things that were written 
in the books, according to their works, O what a ſcene 
was opened to my mind! It was as if I had ſeen the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt fitting on his throne, with the 
twelve Apoſtles below him: and a large book 
open at his left hand, and as it were a bar 
fixed about ten paces from the throne, to 
which the children of Adam came up; and eve 
one, as he approached, opened his breaſt, as quic 
as a man could open the boſom of his ſhirt: on 
one leaf of the book was written the character of 
the children of God, and on the other, the cha- 
rafter of thoſe that ſhould not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven. I thought, neither the Lord nor 
the Apoſtles ſaid any thing, but every ſoul, as he 
came up to the bar, compared his conſcience with 
the book, and went away to his own place; either 
ſinging, or elſe crying and howling. Thoſe that 
went to the right hand were but like the ſtream of 
a {mall brook; but the others like the lowing of a 
mighty river, 
God hath followed me with conviftion ever 
ſince I was ten years old; and whenever I had 
committed any known fin, either againſt God or 
man, I uſed to be lo terrified afterwards, that I ſhed 
many a tear in private; yet when I came to my 
companions, I wiped my face and went on again 
in fin and folly; but O! the hell 1 found in -my 
mind when I came to be alone again, and what re- 
ſolutions I made; nevertheleſs, when temptation 
came, my reſolutions were as a thread of tow, that 
had touched the fire, 
When I was about fixteen, I heard a ſermon in 
our own'church, which deprived me of reſt in the 
night, nor durſt I fin as I had done before for many 
days. But alas! I looked the wrong way; for 1 
watched thoſe that were older and more learned 
than myſelf, and what they did, I thought I might 
ſafely do; ſo I turned back to {in and folly, 
what evil da the old and learned do to _ 
WO 
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who are young and unlearned! When their lives 
are corrupt, they are certainly the molt accurſed 
beings on the earth : how many times have their 
examples hardened my heart, and encouraged me 
in the broad way!“ Surely they are a curſe to their 
own children and ſervants, as well as to their igno- 
rant, and unlearned neighbours. 
When I was turned a little of ſixteen, my father 
was taken ill, which I thought was for my 
wickedneſs; yet at that time, vile as I was, I 
prayed. earneſtly that God would ſpare him for the 
ſake of my mother and the young children, and let 
me dic in his ſtead ; but the Lord would not re- 
gard my prayer. Three ay before he died, he 
aid to my mother, Trouble not thyſelf for me; 
for I know that my peace is made with God, and 
he will providg for thee and the children.“ I was 
greatly farprif at his words, wondering how he 
could know his peace was made with God. 
In one of my times of trouble I was in a ſtable, 
and falling into a ſlumber, I dreamt I prayed 
that God would make me happy. But I thought, 
what will make me happy? Lalſo dreamt that I beheld 
 Feremah, the prophet, ſtanding on a large rock, 
at the Weſt-gate of Ferufalem. His counte- 
nance was grave, and with great authority he re- 
proved the elders and magiſtrates of the city; for 
which they were enraged, and pulling him down, 
caſt him on a dunghill where the butchers poured 
ſorth. the blood of their ſlain beaſts: and I imagined 
I faw them tread him under their feet, but his 
countenance never changed, neither did he ceaſe 
to cry. out, Thus ſaith the Lord, if ye will not repent 
and give glory to my name, I will bring deſtruction on 
vou and your city. He feemed ſo compoſed and fo 
happy while he lay on the dunghill, and while they 
were treading him under their feet, that I ſaid in my 
dream, O God! make me hike 7eremah.,” And 
though it was but a dream, it left ſuch an 1mpreſhon 


on me, as if I had ſeen ut with my eyes—And lince 
then, 
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then, Thou, Lord, in a ſmall meaſure, haſt given 

me to taſte of his cup, | 
When I was about nineteen, I found myſelf in 

great K 85 of falling into ſcandalous fins, and 1 


prayed, I believe, twenty times for God to preſerve 
me, and give me a wife that 1 might live with her 
to his glory, He heard my prayer, and delivered 
me out of many dangerous temptations; for which 
I praiſe his holy name, 

The firſt time I ever ſaw my wife was at Tonge, 
where I was going to build the new church, I did 
not know who ſhe was, nor where ſhe came from ; 
but, at firſt ſight, I ſaid in my mind, “ That is the 
woman I aſked of God in prayer;” and Ifully de- 
termined, if I got married, | would live to his glory, 
But what is a reſolution when made in our own 
ſtrength! For though I believe God gave me the 
moſt ſuitable wife that I could ha had, in every 
reſpeR, yet for ſome years after we were married, 
I did not live to his glory, for I loved pleaſure more 
than God; yet many a time when J had been 
ſhooting a whole day, and had got the creatures I pur- 
ſued, I was quite unhappy, and ready to break 
my gun in pieces, reſolving never to ſhoot or hunt 
any more. At laſt I ſaid to my wife, © Iam determined 
to leave off this courſe of life, yet it is impoſſible 
if I ſtay here; therefore, if thou art free, I will go 
to Sir Rowland Hynn's, and fee if I can get*bu- 
fineſs there; if not, I will go fomewhere elſe at a diſ- 
tance from home.” To this ſhe gladly conſented, 

On Monday morning we parted in great love, 
praying one for the other, As I went from our 
town, I made ufe of Jacob's words which he ſpake 
to the Lord as he went to Padanaram and the 
Lord bleſſed me in all my journey. I found work 
at Newark on Trent, and ſtayed about a month: all 
that time the hand of God was upon me, by con- 
victing me of my former ſins; ſo that the ſenſe of 
his wrath being juſtly kindled againſt me, made 
me cry to him by mercy, ſome days forty times 

in 
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in the day. Then I went to London, and got into 
buſineſs the day I arrived there. Here my concern 
for ſalvation increaſed for ſome time, and I con- 
tinued to read and pray when had done my work, 
refuſing all company; and I believe, if I had had 
lome one to ſhew me the way, I ſhould have cloſed 


in with the Lord in a ſaving manner, But I looked 


at men for example, and fell from my ſeriouſneſs, 
The workmen curſed and abuſed me, becauſe I 
would not drink with them, and ſpend my money 
as they did; and I bore many inſults from them, 
without opening my mouth to ſpeak to them again, 
But when they took my tools from me, and ſaid, 
if I would not drink with them, I ſhould not work 
while they were drinking; thatprovokedme, ſo that 
1 fought with ſeveral of them, then they let me 
alone, But that ſtifled my concern for ſalvation; 
and I left off prayer and reading in a great meaſure, 
I ſtayed better than half a year, and had not one 
hour's ſickneſs, nor did I want one day's work in 
all that time; ſo that by my hand labour, I cleared, 
Me maintaining myſelf, twelve pounds, fifteen 
UNS. | 
| When I came home, I fell into my former 
courſe; and ſaid to my wife, © I cannot live 
here.” So I ſet off for London again, ordering her 
to follow me in the waggon. Wo both got well 
there, and lived in a good way (as the world calls 
= Nora is, in peace and plenty, and love to each 
other. 


After ſome time, I had a fore fit of illneſs: then 


my conſcience was alarmed, and I expected to die, 
and periſh body and ſoul in hell. O the diſtreſs I 
was in, not thro* fear of death, ſo much as of the 
8 that ſhould follow! But the Lord re- 
buked the fever, and reſtored me to perfect health. 
After reſiding ſome years in London, my wife 
had not her health, therefore we agreed, that ſhe 
ſhould take our two children and go into the 
country, and I would follow at a certain ſeaſon: 
accordingly I did; but I could not reſt * or 
4 a ay. 


Roe 


! 
3 


3 


day. I ſaid, I muſt go to London again. Several 
aſked me why I would go again, ſince I might live 
at home as well as any where in the world? My 
anſwer was, I have ſomething to learn that I have 
not yet learned: but I did not know thatit was the 
great leſſon of love to God and man, When lI got 
there, I fell to work preſently, and all things proſ- 
pron that I purſued; I then began to conſider what 

wanted to make me happy; for I was yet as a 
man 1n a barren wilderneſs, that could find no way 
out; 1 ſaid to myſelf, what can I defire that I have 
not ? I enjoy as good health as any man can do; I 
have as agreeable a wife as I can wiſh for; I am 
clothed as well as I can deſire, I have at preſent 
more gold and ſilver than I have need of; yet ſtill 
I keep wandering from one part of the kingdom to 
another, ſeeking reſt and cannot find it: then I 
cried out, O! that I had been a cow, or a ſheep; 
for I looked back to ſee how I had ſpent above 
thirty years; and thought, rather than live go years 
more ſo, I would 3 ſtrangling. But when 1 
conſidered that after ſuch a troubleſome life, I muſt 
give an account before God, of the deeds done in 
the body, who knew all my thoughts, words, and 
actions, I cried out, O that I had never been born; 
for I feared my day of grace was over, becauſe I 
had made ſo many reſolutions and had broke them 
all; yet I thought, I will ſet out once more, for IL 
faid, ſurely God never made man to be ſuch a 
riddle to himſelf, and to leave him ſo: there muſt 
be ſomething in religion, that I am not acquainted 
with, to ſatisfy the empty mind of man, or he is in 
a worſe ſtate than the beaſts that periſh. In all 
theſe troubles, I. had none to open my mind to, ſo 
I wandered up and down in the fields when 
I had done my work, meditating what courle to 
take to ſave my ſoul. 

I went from church to church, but found no 
eaſe: one Miniſter at St. Paul's preached about 
man doing his duty to. God and his neighbour, 
and when ſuch came to lie upon a death- bed, what 
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joy they would find in their own breift, by lookin 

ack on their well-ſpent life. But that Pal foros 
like to have deſtroyed my ſoul ; for I looked back, 
and could not ſee one day in all m life, wherein 
I had not left undone ſomething which I ought to 
have done, and wherein I had not done many 
things wrong; that I was ſo far from having a well- 
ſpent life to reflect upon, that I ſaw, if one day 
well ſpent would fave my ſoul, I muſt be damned 


for ever. O what a ſtab was that ſermon to my 


wounded ſoul! It made me wiſh my mother's 


womb had been my grave. Aſter that I heard another 


ſermon, wherein the preacher ſummed up all the 


chriſtian duties; but he ſaid, man, fince the fall, 


could not perfe&ly fulfil the will of his Maker; 
but God required him to do all he could, 
and Chriſt would make out the reſt ; but if man 
did not do all he could, he muſt unavoidablyperiſh; 
for he had no right to expect any intereſt in the 
merits of Chriſt, if he had not fulfilled his part, 


and doneall that lay in his power. Then I thought, 


not only I, but every ſoul muſt be damned: for 
I did not believe that any who had lived to years 
of maturity, had done all they could, and avoided 
all the evil they might.—-Therefore I concluded, 
that none could be ſaved but little children, O 
what deadly phyſic was that ſort of doctrine to 
my poor fin-ſick ſoul ! 

I thought I would try others; and went to 
hear Diſſenters, of divers denominations, but to no 
purpoſe, I went to the Romans, but was ſoon ſur- 
feited with their way of worſhip, Then I went to 
the Quakers, and prayed, that God would not ſuffer 
the blind to go out of the way, but join me to the 
Poon that worſhipped him in ſpirit and in truth: 

cared not what they were called, nor what I ſuf- 
fered upon earth, ſo that my ſoul might be ſaved 
at laſt, I believe I heard them every Sunday for 
three months; what made me continue ſo long was, 
the expeRation of ſome help by hearing them; for 
there was one, almoſt at my firlt going, that ſpoke 
ſomething 
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ſomething that nearly ſuited the ſtate my ſoul was in; 
but he ſhewed no remedy. . I had now tried all but 
the Jews, and I thought it was to no purpoſe to go 
to them; ſo I thought I would go to church, and 
read and pray, whether I periſhed or not, But I was 
amazed, when I came to join in the morning prayer, 
to ſee that I had mocked my Maker all my days, by 


praying lor things I did not expect or deſire: then 


thought none could be ſo ignorant as I had been, 


nor ſo baſe, to draw near to God with their lips and 
their hearts {o far Irom him, : 


In the Spring Mr. Whaitefceld came into Moorfeelds, 
and I went to hear him: he was to me as a man that 
could play well on an inſtrument, for his preaching 
was plealant to me, and I loved the man; ſo that it 
any one offered to diſturb him, I was ready to fight 
for him, But I did not underſtand him, though I 
might hear him twenty times for aught I know; 


yet J got ſome hope of mercy, ſo that I was en- 


couraged to pray on, and ſpend my leiſure hours 
in reading the ſcriptures. But ſometimes, as'I was 
reading, I thought if what I read was true, and if 
none are chriſtians, but ſuch as St. John and St. 
Paul deſcribe to be God's people, I do not know 


one perſon that is a chriſtian either in town or 


country: I ſaid, if things be ſo, I am no more a 
chriſtian than a devil; and my hope of ever being 
one was very imall. In this ſtruggle I had but 
little fleep ; if I flept four hours out of twenty-four, 
I thought it a great deal; ſometimes I ſtarted as if 
I was falling- into ſome horrible place ; at other 
times I dreamed that I was fighting with Satan, 
and when I awaked, I was {weating and as fatigued 
as if | had really been fighting. Yet all this time 
{ was as capable of working, both in underſtanding 
and ſtrength, as ever | was in my life; and this 
was an encouragement to me. In all this time I 
did not open my mind to any perſon either by 
word or letter; but I was ike a wandering bird, 
caſt out of the neſt, till Mr. John Wefley came to 
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preach his firſt ſermon in Moorfields. O that was 
a .blefled morning to my foul! As ſoon as he got 
upon the ſtand, he ſtroked back his hair, and 
turned his face towards where I ſtood, and I thought 
fixed his eyes on me: his countenance {truck ſuch 
an awful dread upon me, before I heard him ſpeak, 


that it made my heart beat like the pendulum of a 
cloek; and when he did ſpeak, I thought his whole 
diſcourſe was aimed at me: when he had done, I 
faid, this man can tell the ſecrets of my heart; he 
hath fully deſcribed the diſeaſe of my foul; but he 
hath not left me there, for he hath ſhewed the re- 
medy, even the blood of Jeſus, Then was my ſoul 
filled with conſolation thro' hope, that God for 
Chriſt's ſake would ſave me; neither did I doubt 
in ſuch a manner any more, till within twenty-four 
hours of the time, when the Lord wrote a pardon 
on my heart, Tho' this was a little after Midſum- 
mer that I heard him, and it was three weeks after 
Michaelmas before I found the true peace of God; 
yet I continued to hear as often as I could, but not 
to neglett my work. I had many flaſhes of love 
under the Word, when I was at private prayer, 
and at the table of the Lord; but they were ſhort, 
and often ſome ſore temptations followed, 

Now all my acquaintance ſet upon me, to per- 
ſuade me not to go too far in 4 * leſt it ſhould 
unfit me for my buſineſs, and ſo bring poverty and 
diſtreſs on my family: and ſaid they wiſhed I had 
never heard Mr, Weſley, for they were afraid it 
would be the ruin of me. I told them I had reaſon 
to bleſs God that ever he was born, for by hearin 
him I was ſenſible that my buſineſs in this worl 
was to get well out of it; and as for my trade, 
health, wiſdom, and all things in the world, they 
were no bleſſings to me, any farther than as ſo 
many inſtruments to help me by the grace of God 
to work out my ſalvation, Then they ſaid the 
were very ſorry for me, and ſhould be glad to knock 
Mr. Wefley's brains out, for he would be the ruin 
of many families, if he was allowed to live, and go 


on 
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on as he did. Some of them ſaid they would not 
hear him preach for gol. But J told them I had 
realon to, bleſs God that ever I heard him, and I 
intended to hear him as-often as I could, for I be- 
lieved him to be God's meſſenger; and if I did not 
ſeek to be born again, and experience that ſpiri- 
tual birth, I could not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, which was the doctrine he preached. _. 
A little atter Michaelmas I had many trials again, 
and paſſion got advantage over me: then I thought 
it was to no purpoſe ſor me to ſtrive any longer, 
for every one . (hl to provoke me, and I 
could not bear it. About this time, I was going 
out of the Park into Weſtminſter, where was a 
ſoldier with his arms about him, as he was coming 
from guard, who began to talk to ſome other ſol- 
diers and a company of Welch women, I was but 
a few paces from him: the tenor of his diſcourſe 
was as follows: © You know what manner of man 
I was ſome months ago; and none of you pitied 
me then, tho* I was going headlong to the devil; 
for I wasa drunkard and a {wearer; I wasa whore» 
monger and a fighter; a ſabbath-breaker and a 
gameſter; nay I know no {in but I was guilty of 
either in word or deed; lo that it is a miraclethat 
my neck was not brought to the gallows, and my 
{out to hell long ago: at that time I durſt not think of 
death: for I had no reaſon to think of ought but 
hell; therefore I was deſperate in wickedneſs, 
and did not put a reſtraint on any luſt or appetite; 
till one day, as I was coming ont of the country by 
Xennington Common, Mr. Join Weſley was going to 
preach, and I thought I would hear what he had 
to ſay; for I had heard many learned and wiſe men 
ay he was beſide himſelf; but when he began to 
ſpeak, his words made me tremble, I thougt he 
ſpoke to no one but me, and I durſt not look up, 
for I imagined all the people were looking at me; 
and was aſhamed to ſhew my face, expecting God 
would make me a public example, either by letting 
the earth open and iwallow me up, or by ſtriking 
me 
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me dead: but before Mr. IVefley concluded his fer- 
mon he cried out, Let the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and 
to our God, and he will abundantly Fong I ſaid, 
if that be true I will turn to God to-day, I im- 
mediately went home, and began to read and pray, 
keeping out of bad company for about a fortnight, 
and hearing Mr. Weſley as often as I could: but 
my old companions miſſed me, and came to fee, 
what was the matter: wheu they found me reading 
the Bible, they curſed and ſwore, and dragged me 
away into an ale-houſe, where I ſat down and 
began to reaſon with them; but O how dangerous 
is it to encounter with Satan on his own ground; 
for as I talked I began to drink a little, which got. 
into my head, when I quarrelled with them and 
fought; and as I was going to my quarters, a lewd 
woman met me, and Fhal not power to reſiſt her, 
but was again taken captive by the devil. Never- 
theleſs when I had ſlept, I was fo terrified, I 
thought I never durſt pray more, or expect mercy. 
I was determined, however, to hear Mr. Charles 
Weſley that night, and by his preaching I had ſome 
hopes that my day of grace was not over: then L 
began to Pray again, and read the ſcriptures: and 
one Sunday morning I called at IWhitehall chapel, 
where the ſacrament was going to be adminiſtered; 
I went to the table with trembling limbs and a 
heavy heart; but no ſooner had I received, than I 
found power to believe that Jeſus Chriſt had ſhed 
his blood for me, and that God for his fake had 
forgiven my offences; then was my heart filled 
with love to God and man; and ſince then fin hath 
not had dominion over me.“ 

Theſe ſayings of the foldier were a bleſſing to 
me, for they funk deep into my mind, and made 
me cry, more earneſtly, that God would work the 
ſame change in my heart, I found my ſoul much 
refreſhed at the ſacrament on the Sunday after, 
and mightily encouraged under Mr. Weſley's ſer- 
2 mon 


mon in the afternoon, all the week after I felt an 
awful ſenſe of God reft upon me; and I had a great 
watchfulneſs over my words, and feveral ſhort 
viſits of love, having great hope that I had gota 
complete victory over my befetting fin: but paſſion 
was yet too ſtrong for me, for that night I fell again, 
and cried out immediately, © I am undone, I have 
loſt all hopes of mercy.” All the night 1 was as 
if I had been given up to Satan, In the morning, 
one prayed with me, but found no anſwer; for 
my heart was as hard as a rock. 

When I went back to my lodging at noon, dinner 
was ready; and the gentlewoman faid, „Come fit 
down, you have . of your dinner, for you have 
eaten nothing to-day: but when 1 looked on the 
meat, I ſaid, Shall ſuch a wretch as I devour the 
good creatures of God in the ſtate I am now in! 
No, I deſerve to be thruſt into hell,” I then went 
into my chamber, ſhut the door, and fell down on 
my knees, crying, Lord, ſave or I periſh, When I 
had prayed till I could pray no more, I got up and 
walked to and fro, being refolved I would neither 
eat nor drink, till I had found the kingdom of God, 
I fell down to prayer again, but found no relief; 
got up and walked again; then tears began to flow 

rom my eyes, hke great drops of rain, and I fell 
on my knees a third time; but now I. was as dumb 
as a beaſt and could not put up one petition, if it 
would have ſaved my foul, I kneeled before the 
Lord ſome time, and ſaw mylelf a criminal before 
the Judge; then I ſaid, „Lord thy will be done, 
damn or fave.” That moment Jeſus Chriſt was as 
evidently ſet before the eye of my mind, as crucified 
for my fins, as if I had ſeen him with my bodily 
eyes; and in that inſtant my heart was ſet at liberty 
from guilt and tormenting fear, and filled with a 
calm and a ſerene peace. I could then ſay, with- 
out all dread and fear, „Thou art my Lord and 
my God,” Now did I begin to ſing that part 
ot the 12th chapter of Iſaiah, O Lord I will praiſe 
thee ; though thou waſt angry with me, thine anger 
as 
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is turned away from me, and thou comforteſt me: 
behold, God 1s my ſalvation ; I will truſt and not be 
afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is my ſtrength and 
my ſong; and he alſo 1s become my faluation, My 
heart was filled with love to God and every ſoul 
of man; and next to my wife and children, my 
mother, brethren and ſiſters, my greateſt enemies 
had an intereſt in my prayers; and I cried; +4 O 


Lord, give me to fee my deſire on them; let 


them experience thy redeeming love.“ B 01 
In the afternoon. I opened the book where it 
ſaid, Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from out 
eng, in his own blood, with which 1 was ſo affected, 
that I could not read for weeping. That evening, 
under Mr, Weſfley's ſermon, I could do nothing but 
weep, and love, and praiſe God for ſending his 
ſervant into the fields to ſhew me the way of ſalva- 
tion, All that day I neither ate nor drank any thing; 
for before I found peace to my toul, the hand of 
God was ſo heavy upon me, that I refuſed to eat: 


and after I had found peace, I was fo filled with 


the manna of redeeming love, that I had no need 
of the bread that periſheth for that ſeaſon, _. +4 
At night when I came home, the gentlewoman 
of the houſe where I had lodged a long time, told 
me to provide a lodging, for I mult ſtay there no 
longer than that one night; for her huſband was 
afraid ſome miſchief would come either on them 
or me, with ſo much praying and fuſs as I made 
about religion, I told them I would come on 
Wedneſday night, and pay what I owed them, and 
fetch my clothes away, praying that God might 
reward them for the kindneſs they had ſhewed me; 
for I had had a fever in the houſe ; and ſurely no 
one could ſhew more compaſſion to a ſtranger than 
they did to me at that time. . Man 
On Wedneſday night (according to my Pony 


IJ went to my old lodging, and paid what I ow 


there, and got my clothes ready to bring away: but 
having forgot ſomething, I ſtept back into my room 
to look. for it: in the mean time, the man ſaid t 
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his wife, *« Suppoſe John ſhould be right and we 
wrong, it will we be a ſad thing to turn him out of 
doors.” When I came down, the woman ſtood at 
the door, and ſaid, You ſhall not go out of this 
houſe to-night.” I ſaid, What will you neither 
let me go nor ſtay ? She replied, „My huſband 
is not willing you ſhould go; for he ſaith, if God 
hath done any thing more for you than for us, he 
would have you ſhew us how we may find the 
ſame mercy.” So I fat down with them, and told 
them of God's dealing with my ſoul, and prayed 
with them; ſoon after which they both went to 
hear Mr, Weſley preach, when the woman was made 
partaker of the fame grace; and I hope to meet 
them both in heaven. | 
On the Saturday following, the dragon ſtood 
ready to devour my new-born ſoul ; for my maſter's 
chief foreman came to me, ſaying, © John Nelſon 
you mult look after fuch and ſuch men to-morrow; 
there is a piece of work to be done with all ſpeed, 
for the Lord of the Exchequer will be here on a par- 
ticular day, by which time it muſt be compleated.“ 
Sir, I replied, you have forgot yourſelf; to-mor- 
row is the Sabbath,” He ſaid he knew that as well 
as me; but the king's buſineſs required haſte, and 
it was common to work on the Sunday for his ma- 
zeſty when any thing was upon a finiſh, I told 
him I would not work upon the ſabbath for any 
man in England, except it was to quench fire, or 
ſomething that required the ſame immediate help, 
He ſaid, Ret: . made me a rebel againſt the 
King. I anſwered, « No, Sir, it hath made me a2 
better ſubjett than ever I was before; but I told 
him, the greateſt enemies the king had were the 
Sabbatli-breakers, {wearers, drunkards and whore» 
mongers; for theſe pull down God's judgments 
upon both king and country. Then he ſaid, if 1 
would not obey him, I {ſhould loſe my buſineſs, L 
replied, * I cannot help it; tho' it may be ten 
pounds out of my way to be turned out of my work 

at this time of the year, I will not wilfully 5 
| ö 
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God; for I would much rather want bread; nay, I 
would rather ſee my wife and children beg their 
bread bare footed to heaven, than ride in a coach to 
hell.” He ſwore, if I went on a while I ſhould be 
as mad as Whitefield ; and ſaid, What haſt thou 
done, that thou needeſt make ſo much ado about 
ſalvation? I always took thee to be as honeſt a man 
as any I have in the work, and could have truſted 
thee with zool. I anſwered, ſo you might, and not 
have loſt one penny by me, He faid, © What haſt 
thou killed ſomebody, or committed adultery, that 
thou art ſo much afraid of being damned?“ I re- 
plied, “God takes the will for the deed; and tho? 
clear from thoſe acts, I deſerved to be damned ten- 
fold for other crimes ; for if I fin wilfully againſt 
God, after he hath ſhewed me ſuch mercy, I may 
expect to have the hotteſt hell.” He faid, «I have 
a worſe opinion of thee now than ever,” I replied, 
« Maſter, I have the odds of you; for I have a 
much worſe opinion of myſelf, than you can have.” 

At night when I went to receive my wages, he 
aſked me if I was ſtill obſtinate? I anſwered, « I 
am determined not to break the ſabbath ; for I will 
run the hazard of wanting bread here, before I 
would run the hazard of wanting water hereafter.“ 
He ſaid, Meſley has made a fool of thee, and thou 
wilt beggar thy family, I had a glorious ſabbath 
that day; for God bleſſed my foul wenderfully, 
both under the word, and the ſacrament. 

I went on Monday morning to the Exchequer, 


ta take care of my tools, not expecting to work 


there any more. But God hath the hearts of all 
men in his own hand : for he that was ſo wroth 
with me on the Saturday now gave me good words 
and bid me ſet the men to work, From that time 
he carved better for me than ever before; neither 
did he ſet any man to work on the ſabbath as he 
had ſaid he would, So I fee it is good to obey 
God, and caſt our care upon him, who will order 
all things well ; for if we refuſe wo join with the 
wicked, it will be a reſtraint to them, « 
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In the time of my convictions, I never let my 
wife know of my trouble: but now I could not 
eat my morſel alone; for I wrote to her and all my 
relations, to ſeek the ſame mercy that I had found ? 
However, all I writ ſeemed as idle tales to moſt of 
them, | | 

Some weeks after, three gentlemen /þrofeſsed 
Deijts ) fell upon me, and reaſoned with me for 
about an hour; but the Lord put ſuch words in my 
mouth, that made them ſay, Mr. Weſley had taught 
me his own leſſon; and I was funk ſo deep into 
Enthufraſm, that I was paſt recovery, Nevertheleſs 
I fee it is bad for weak believers to reaſon with 
men of corrupt principles; for after ſometime the 
enemy brought their words to my mind, and began 
to reaſon with me in this manner, © Suppoſe 7eſus 
Chriſt ſhould be an impoſtor | as theſe men ſay he is] 
thou art loſt for ever.” O! the diſtreſs I was in for 
a ſhort time. But I made a ſtop and ſaid, „If 
Jeſus Chrift be not the Son of God and my Saviour, * 

will be damned, for I will have no other.” Then 
the cloud broke, and my ſoul was ſo filled with love, 
that I thought, if all the world, yea and the devils 
in hell, were to {et on me, they could not make me 
diſbelieve that Jeſus Chriſt is very and true God, 
and my Redeemer, f 

I daily reproved all that finned in the work 
where I was; ſo that none of them would {wear. 
in my preſencs, But having no chriſtian friend to 
converſe with, I kept cloſe to God in prayer, and 4 
read the bible at all opportunities, and heard one b 
of the Mr. VHeſleys every Sunday, and ſtirring up | 
many others to go tohear them: andtho'I had many I 
trials, I was fo kept by the power of God, that , 
nothing diſturbed my popes agatn for ſometime, 

Once, however, as I was reading in the bible, a 

entlewoman (that lived in part of the houſe) 
l me a book, and ſaid, * You are often read- 
ing the bible: if 10% ns; I will lend you this 
book: my mother, ſhe added, took delight. in 
reading therein.“ I thanked her and began to read, 
| For 
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For ſome pages it was agreeable to many things T 
had experienced in the time of conviction: but it 
was not at all correſpondent to my experience, as 
to my converſion ; pleading for fin after converſion 
to keep the ſaints humble, and making God the 
author of all fin. a 

Then the enemy began to reaſon with me, that 
I ought not to reprove fin any more. From that 
time my love began to cool both unto God and 
man, and my zeal for the ſalvation of others abated ; 
and tho' the more I read, the worſe I was, yet I 
was tempted to read 1t through. 

Before I read in that book, I did not know 
there was a man in the world who held ſuch an 
opinion; for in my trials, I believed every threaten- 
ing in the Bible was againft the diſobedient, every 
promiſe to thoſe that turn to God. But now 1 
was tempted to think I was ſafe, do whatever 7 
would e yet I ſtill prayed, * Lord, let me die rather 
than live to fin againſt thee,” 

I had never ſpoke to Mr. Wefley in my life, nor 
converſed with any experienced man, about reli- 
gion. I longed to find one to talk with ; but L 

| NR in vain, for I could find none. 

1 ne time as I was reaſoning about what I had 

read, I opened the Bible on theſe words, If any 

man lack wiſdom let him aſk of God, who giveth l- 

berally, and upbraideth not : I then prayed, O 
q Lord, what I know not, do thou teach me.” And 
; I thought I would wait upon the Lord in ny 
and prayer, till he revealed his will to me: and 
did for ſeveral weeks fat from Thurſday night to 
eight o'clock vn Saturday morning, fpending the 
time I was off my work, either upon my knees at 
prayer, or in ſearching the ſcriptures; and before 
i opened the Bible I prayed that God would open 
my underſtanding to comprehend what I read. I 
think the firit ſcripture that was applied tame was, 
As ye have received the Lord Jeſus, fo walk in him e 
then I remembered what ſtate my foul was in, 
when I firſt received his Spirit in my heart; that it 
| a Was 
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was filled with love to every ſoul, and I could pray 
for all my enemies as well as mylelf ; but this book 
had turned me out of that bleſſed ſtate I was in, by 
ſetting me to reaſon about opinions that I never 
heard of in my life, till ſeyeral weeks after I had 
received the love of Chriſt: therefore ſaid in my 
mind, let it be right or wrong, it is not neceſſary 
for ſalvation; I found the Lord to be my Sa- 
viour, before I knew there was a man in the world 
of that opinion; and before I read of it, I loved 
both Colin man better than I have done ſince, 
and was more uſeful in reproving and doing good 
than I am now, I then prayed that God would 
give me that ſimplicity ial godly ſincerity, that I 
walked in when he firſt revealed Chriſt in my 
heart, And he anſwered me in a wonderſul man- 
ner; ſo that my tongue was looſed to reprove, and 
my heart again enlarged to pray for every ſoul of 
man, 25 

I now went on my way rejoicing for ſome days; 
and had ſo much of the Lord all the day long, that 
my foul ſeemed to breathe its life in God as natu- 
rally as my body breathed life in the common air, 
But one day I reproved a man for ſwearing, when 
he told me he was predeſtinated to it, and did not 
trouble himſelf about it at all, for if he was one 
of the elect he ſhould be ſaved ; but if not, all he 
could do, would not alter God's decree : fo that all 
I ſaid to him, ſeemed to take no more hold of him, 
than if I had thrown a leather ball againſt a ock. 


I thought God was very good to me, who kept me 


Prank of thole opinions till I knew my part in 
the all-atoning Blood; for I feared if I heard ſuch 
things, in the time of my diltreſs, they would have 
been the deſtruction of my body and foul. Let I 
durſt not fay any thing againſt that opinion, but 
wiſhed I had ſome experienced man to converſe 
with about it, for I was brought into heavineſs 


again by reaſoning, but alas! not one could I find. 


I ſtill continued to wait on the Lord, with faſting 


and prayer; and one faſt day, being greatly per- 
picxed, 
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Plexed, I opened the book on theſe words, 
As I live faith the Lord, I have no pleaſure 
in the death of a nner. Then my heart was let at 
liberty; and I cried out, „Glory be to thee, O 
Lord, for thou haſt given me thy word, and thy oath, 
and thy Spirit in my heart, to bear witneſs that thou 
art no reſpecter of perſons,” | 

Now I found ſuch a deſire for the ſalvation of 
ſouls, that I hired one of the men to go and hear 
Mr. IWefley preach, who hath ſince told me, it was 
the beſt thing both for him and his wife, that ever 
man did for them, 

All that hard winter, I till faſted from Thurſday 
night to Saturday morning; and gave away the 
meat, that I ſhould have eaten, to the poor, ſpend- 
ing my time in praying and reading the Scripture, 

About this time, ſeveral came to ſee me, who 
finding me at work, looked at each other like men 
amazed, and ſaid they were glad to ſee me ſo well. 
I told them I had not had one day's ſickneſs for fix 
months, They ſaid, A man that worked at the 
Treaſury with you, told us, you had been hearing 
that falſe prophet, WWefley ; and he had made you go 
mad, and incapable of working,” © Well, ſaid I, 
hereis my Male r, he can teſtify, that I have not loſt 
one day's work this half year, nor was ] ever better 
able to do any work in all my life; but I have heard 
Mr. IWe/ley, and have reaſon to bleſs God for it, for 
he is God's meſſenger for my good.” Some words 
that I ſpoke ſeemed to ſtick in them; fo that I 
hope Satan will loſe ground by that falſe and ill 
grounded report, | 

The enemy, however, now came upon me with 
other temptations, and prepared ſuch inſtruments to 
deſtroy my ſoul, that 1 a I ſhould be over- 
come, and periſh at laſt ; for wherever I went, the 
ſnare was laid for me, and my foul was ſo harraſſed 
with my wicked dreams, that I have olten awaked 
and found my pillow wet with tears, after thinking 
that the enemy would reaſon with me about ſome 
ſin I had committed in my dream, but this drove 


me 


1 


me more to prayer, and ſhewed me my corrupt na- 
ture in ſuch a light, that I abhorred myſelf, and 
thought the Lord never undertook to ſave one 
more like the devil in nature than I was; and it 
was often impreſſed on my mind, that if 1 held out 
to the end, I ſhould have great reaſon to ſing louder 
in the Redeemer's praiſe than any other ſoul in 
heaven. | : 
. I would fain have known whether any one thlat 
'E had the grace of God in him, was tempted day and 
night as I was; but my buſineſs being altogether {| 
at the court-end of the town, I had no one to open 
my mind to. Then I took up the Bible, and after 
| praying, happened on theſe words of St, James, 
7 Bleſſed is the man that endureth Temptation ; for when 
| he ig tried, he all receive the crown of glory, which 
'F the Lord hath promiſed to them that love him. 9 
1 One night, after a day of faſting, I dreamt, that 
„ J was in Yorkſhire, in my working clothes, going | 
[ home; and as I went by Paul Champion's, I heard 
''F a mighty cry, as of a great multitude of people in 
1 diftreſs; and I ſaw in my dream, the large court 
4 behind John Rhodes's as full of people as they 
1 could ſtand by one another. All on a ſudden, they 
bf | began to ſcream and tumble one over another; I 
aſked what was the matter? and they told me | 
Satan was let looſe among them, and begged of me 
to get out of the way, for he was coming; but 1 
ſaid, „By the grace of God, I will not turn to the 
ö right band or to the leſt for him.” Then J thought 
f I ſaw him in the ſhape of a red bull, that run 
4 through the people, as a beaſt runs thio' the ſtand- 
'F ing corn, yet did not offer to gore any of them, but 
| made directly at me, as if he would run his horns 
into my heart; then I cried out, „Lord, help me!“ 
and immediately caught him by the horns, and 
| twiſted him on his back, ſetting my right foot on 
[| his neck, in the preſence of a thouſand people; and 
| 
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I bid them cry to Jefus, aſſuring them, that what 
they had ſeen me do, he would enable them to do, 
When I awoke I was in a {weat, and my body 

was 
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was as much fatigued, as if I had been hard at la- 
bour, but my ſoul was filled with joy. 

A little after this, as I was reading the ſcriptures, 
a letter came to me: I ſaw it was not from my 
wife: then I ſaid, „I fear here is bad news.“ 
Upon opening it, I found, my daughter was dead, 
whom I formerly idolized : my fon was ſo ill that his 
life was deſpaired of: my wife had fallen from a 
horſe and was lamed: my father-in-law was dead, 
and my mother was ſick, It then came to m 
mind, that when I was at the ſacrament, I had 
made a free- will offering to the Lord, of my body, 
and ſoul, wife and children, and all that was near 
and dear to me: but I thought, how ſhall I bear 
it, now the Lord has taken them at my hand. I 
went to prayers, and found my heart wholly re- 
'Z ſigned to the will of God. Then it came to me, 
Let the dead bury their dead but follow thou me. I 
began to read again, and the people of the houſe 
where I was, ſcolded me, becaule I did not weep, 
wring my hands, and ftamp as they did, at the loſs 
of a child; ſaying, I was a hard-hearted father, I 
then replied, “ cannot tell how to chuſe what is 
beſt : but God cannot err.“ 

The May following I was ordered to take ſome 
men and go to Lord Onflow's near Guuford in Surry, 
to do a piece of work that would laſt all ſummer, 
This was heavy tidings; for I thought I was but 
weak in faith, and ſhould be deprived of hearing 
Mr. Wefley, and have no one to converſe with, I 
deſired to be exculed, but all in vain, I believe I 
ſhould have left my maſter, but I thought it would 
be unjuſt to leave him in ſuch a buly time, when 
he had kept me employed all that hard winter, 
However, it made me cry to the Lord to go with 
me, and protect me from both my inward and out- 
ward enemies; and he was gracious to me, enabling 
me to reprove all that tinned in my preſence; ſo 
that a young gentleman ſaid to ſome of the men, 
„Of what religion is your foreman? Is he a Bap- 
tiſt, or is he a Quaker ? 209 replied, “No Sir, he 
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is of the Church of England.“ He ſaid, & He may 


tell you ſo; but he is no Churchmans for you can 
hardly ſpeak at table, but he 1s 3 us: and 
if he ſays but one word, we cannot perſuade him 
to drink a glaſs more, I overheard him, though 
he did not ſee me; and ſaid, “Sir, you give a bad 
character of the Church of England, if you lay, a 
man cannot be a Churchman, that reproves others 
for curſing and ſwearing, and refuſes to drink to 
excels,” 

One day the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons 
came to viht my Lord; and taking a view of the 
work, he aſked me many queſtions about it, which 
I anſwered as well as I could, He ſaid, „This is 
a fine houſe, and a fine eſtate of land about it! But 
what will it ſignify? For a piece of land, fix feet 
long and three broad, will fit me ſhortly,” He then 
fetch'd a deep ſigh, went away, and walked alone 
among the trees. 

While I was at Guilford I had ſeveral conver- 
ſations with ſome Anavaptifts, But alas! their re- 
ligion lay in notions; 1 found no true experience 
amongſt them, I reaſoned with them about the 
neceſſity of the new-birth; and contended with 
many other ſeQs, that all the religion, without the 
life of Chriſt maniteſted in us, would profit us 
nothing at laſt, 

I heard that ſome, who were called ſerious people, 
iaid I was a dangerous man to converſe with; and 
others ſhunned my company after I had talked with 
them, Then I thought i would leave off reprovin 
and reaſoning, for 1 made myſelf to be abhorred, i 
cried out, © Lord, ſhew me what is thy will in 
tis matter;“ then laid me down in great heavineſs. 
That night I dreamt, I ſaw a tall young perſon in a 
white veſture, whoſe face ſhone like the ſun, 
ilanding at the foot of my bed, who ſaid unto me, 
*« Ariſe and praiſe the Lord,” I thought a great 
light ſhone round my bed, by which I ſaw myſelf 
defiled from the top of my head to the ſole of my 
foot; and ſaid, © How can ſuch an unclean crea- 
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ture ſhew forth the praiſes of God?” Then I 
thought he ſhewed me a river, as clear as cryſtal, 
with fine green graſs growing at the bottom thereof, 
in which he bade me waſh and be clean. I thought 
I went at his bidding; and as foon as my feet were 
dipped in the water; the filth dropped from my 
whole body; nevertheleſs, the water was not de- 
filed by it, at which I was ſurprized; but when 1 
came to the middle of the river, it was deeper than 
I was high, and I knew I could not ſwim, yet m 

foul was ſo filled with the ſenſe of God's love, that 
my head was kept above water, I then thought L 
ſpread my hands, like a man who is going to ſwim; 
and as I laboured to ſwim, I roſe up out of the 
water, and was carried as on the wings of an eagle 
above the clouds; and cried Hofannah to the king 
of heaven, And tho' afleep I ſung ſo loud, that 1 
awaked the people of the houſe, I now reſolved 
to reprove again, and ſeemed to do it with more 
authority than before, and my words began to 
__ to ſome, and cauſed them to reform their 

ives. 

About Michaelmas I came back to London; and 
ſeveral, that uſed to attend Mr. = preaching 
at Kennington common and Moorſields, who had alſo 
joined with him in the Foundry, came to ſee me; at 
which I was ſurprized, having no correſpondence 
with them, any farther than ſpeakingone to another, 
as we went from place to place to hear him preach. 


At their firſt coming, I thought it was the thing I 


longed for; often wiſhing that I had ſome chriſtian 
friends to converſe with, They ſaid, they heard L 
was come to town, and the love they bore me, 
made them come to fee me, I ſaid, „I thank 
you; pray how does my good friend Mr. 2 
do?” They replied © We do not know; poor 
man, he is wandering in the dark; but we hope 
our Saviour will open his eyes, and let him ſee, 
that he is a ind leader of the blind,” Their words 
were as a {word running through my liver: and 
made me cry out, © Lord, have mercy upon him! 
C 2 What 
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What is the matter with him?” They anſwered, 
poor dear man, he is under the law, and does not 
know the privilege of the gel himſelf; therefore 
he preaches {aw and works.” 1 {aid, then he is 
ſtrangely altered ſince I left London; for when 1 
was in town he preached repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jeſus; teaching the neceſſity 
of both as clearly from ſcripture, as any man in 
England could, and ſhewing the fruits of faith as 
plain as is poſſible for any man to do; and I ſound 
his word to be more bleſſed to me, than any man's 
lever heard in my life,” They told me that I had 
never heard the goſpe] in my life, except I had 
heard the Brethren, that preached in Fetter-lone : 
for they were the men that were to come to lead 
them into true f{iiinefs,” I ſaid, „What do you 


mean by true ſtillneſs? They replied, „It is to 


ceaſe from our own works, ſuch as faſting and 
Prayer, reading the bible, and running to church 
and ſacrament; and wholly to rely on the blood 
and wounds of the Lamb.“ I ſaid, I do not 
know that I ever heard either of the Mr. IWeſteys 


hid any man truſt in prayer, or reading, going to 


laemment, or giving of alms, for ſalvation, either 
in whole or in part,” But they anſwered, 


„Why doth he teach men to do theſe things, if 


they are not to be ſaved by, them.“ FT returned, If 
I underſtand Mr. Weftey right, he only ſpeaks of 
them as Chriſt and his apoſtles ſpake of them, that 
1s, to wait in them as a beggar waits for a morſel at 
a man's door, I never ſpake to Mr, |-/-y in my 
life; therefore I know not what he believes an 

tarther than by his preaching.” They told me, 
that moſt of the people, who had followed him before 
J leit London, had forſaken him, and were become 


happy finners now; and wiſhed I would go and 


hear the Brethren, for Mr. Heſley was only a Fohn 
Baptijt ro go before and prepare them for the Bre- 
Aren to build up. They ſaid, „If you go to hear 
him, he will bring you into bondage; and you will 
never be happy till you are free from the law; for 
we 


— — 


* 2 A 
— 


2 : F by 2 ts anc. I I at * —4 — — 

< bi 8 a — — _ ä _— 

: - — J22ĩ˙—ã2ᷓ oo Z s 
— — * n . 5 pe oy” . 

= 1 OE EP „ Oo 


—————— 


— = 2 <. 


2 l os — 


* 


replied, „Ves, we had gone thro' a great deal of 
trouble, and found great peace and joy, knowing 
our fins were forgiven; but when we heard Mr, 
, we found we were yet under the law; for he 
> ſthewed the privilege of the goſpel, and we found we 
had not ſuch a privilege : for if we broke the law in 
any little matter we were quite unhappy ; or if we 
17 negleCted to pray, or miſſed a ſermon or two, then 
|= we were unealy: but now-.we are happy, for the 
'* Lams hath done all for us.“ I faid tho' he hath 
done his part, yet the apoſtle teaches us to work 
> out our ſalvation with fear and trembling; and we 
are bid to pray always and ſearch the ſcriptures. 
And St. Paul faſted often, and kept his body in 
lubjection, leſt when he had preached to others, 
* himſelf ſhould be a caſtaway: 5 
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wwe were never happy kill we left him and went to 


"Bi 


hear dear Mr, Molther ; and till then we were 


under the law,” I ſaid, Pray, were you not 
converted before you left Mr. Wefley?” They 


ut you are become 
wiler, than the apoſtle, and have got another gol- 
pel; tho' he ſaid if he or an angel from heaven 


mould preach another goſpel, let him be accurſed. 
I am af 

= Happineſs that is ſeparated from holineſs; if ſo, you 
are led away by a deceiving init for if you can 


raid you are deceived, and are ſeeking a 


commit ſin, can break the righteous law of God. 


and ſtill continue happy, without any conviction 


that God is offended with you, your conſciences 


are ſeared as with a hot iron. They faid, © You 


are a poor unhappy man, and as blind as Mr, 
IVefley ; and ſo left me without either praying with 


me or for me, 


When I came to reaſon about what they had. 


| faid, and to compare it with the words of our Lord 


and his apoſtles, I ſaw their ſcheme of ſalvation 
was as contrary to that of Chriſt, as darkneſs is to 
light, This drove me to prayer, and made me 

double my diligence in reading the Bible. 
In a few days after, two more, that were a little 
acquainted with me, came to lee me. Iaſked them, 
C3 how 


180 


how Mr. Weſley was? they ſaid, they did not know, 
for they did not hear him now, I returned, © Why 
do you not?” They replied, © He denieth the 
faith of the goſpel.” I ſaid, © Iam ſorry for it; but 
J hope you are only wrong informed,” Then oy 
anſwered, We have heard ourſelves.” I replied, 
„What do you call the faith of the goſpel?” They 
Jaid, © Predeftination and Election.“ I told them, I 
thought that was not the faith of the goſpel; but 
it was rather for every one to believe in his heart, 
that he is a fallen ſpirit, by nature a child of wrath, 
and by practice an heir of hell; and that the eternal 
Son of God, out of love to me, a poor helpleſs and 
hell-deſerving creature, laid his glory by, and for 
my ſake, fulfilled all righteouſneſs, at laſt giving 
his body for my body, and his ſoul for my ſoul; 
and that God, for the ſake of his obedience and 
blood-ſhedding, hath forgiven all my fins, I ſaid, 
according to the light I have, this is the faith of 
the goſpel; and he that is partaker of tHis faith, 
hath received the ſpirit of power, of love, and of a 
ſound mind; power to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and to live a godly, righteous, and 
iober life, I added, © Pray, under whom were you 
converted?“ They both replied, under Mr, Charles 
Wefley. Did he then preach what you now call the 
golpel ?”—They replied, No. Did God then 
reveal that to you to be the faith of the goſpel, as 
ſoon as he wrote pardon on your hearts?” The 

{aid, „No; when we were in our firſt love, we 
believed as Mr. Weſley believes; but now we ſee 


better, and hope his eyes will be opened ſhortly.” 


I faid, I fear yours are become dim: for I think 
you are more light and unwatchful than you uſed 
to be; and you own you have loſt your firſt love. 
O remember Chriſt bids you repent and do your 
firſt works, or he will remove your candleſtick.“ 
But they told me, Do what they would, they could 
nat finally fall. I anſwered, that as far as Hane 


learn by their words and behaviour, they were al- 
ready fallen: and I wiſhed they did not make a 
8 Chriſt 
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Chriſt of their opinions; for tho' I allow, many 


good men hold thoſe opinions, yet I judge, all that 


were converted under the two Mr, Weſleys were at 
firſt filled with love to every man, and a perfect 
hatred to all ſin, and were inſpired with a zeal for 
God's glory, and the welfare of all mankind.— 
« Was not this your ſtate once?” They owned it 
was, till they heard Mr. Sawyers; and it was by 
him they ſaw into the electing love of God, Fre- 
plied, “I fear you have ſinned againit light and 
love; and inſtead of going back to the Lord, by 
true repentance, and lecking a freſh pardon in the 
blood of Chriſt, you have been gadding about to 
ſeek new opinions: you are gone out of the high- - 
way of holineſs, and have now got into the devils 
pinfold: you are not eng to perfect holineſs 
in the fear of God, but are reſting in opinions, that 
give you liberty to live aſter the fleſh; and if you 
continue ſo to live, you are ſafe in his hold, out 
of which you will be brought to the ſlaughter,” 
They told me I was as {ſtupid as Mr. Wefley, I re- 
plied, Satan had preached that dottrine to me be- 
fore they did; and God had armed me againit both 
him and them. Then they left me in my blind 
eſtate, as they called it; and I prayed, that I might 
never turn out of the way that God had called 
me into, 

On Sunday I had the bleſſed opportunity of hear- 
ing Mr. John IWefley once more; and his word was 
precious food to my foul. Then I bleſſed the Lord, 
that had {ſtill kept his ſervant as an iron pillzr in 
the ſame ſpirit in which I left him; but I obſerved 
a great part of the congregation: were ſtrangers to 
me, for many of the old hearers were gone, and 
others come in. When ! found that ſome had. 
turned to the Germans, and fome to the Predeſti- 
narians, I ſaid, O Lord, I will praiſe thee, for thou 
doſt all things well: thou by thy providence didſt 
lend me Gut of town, when the enemy was renting 
thy flock to pieces, and thereby thy fervant hath 
elcaped the ſnare,” 

A few 


A few weeks after I was at St. Paul's, where 
Mr. John Weſley allo was; and I contrived to walk 
with him after ſacrament; for I had often wiſhed 
I could ſpeak with him, therefore I ſeized this op- 
portunity : ſo we continued in diſcourſe all the 


way from St. Paul's to the farther end of Upper. 


Moorjields; and it was a bleſſed conference to me, 
When we parted, he took hold of my hand, and 
looking me full in the face, bid me take care I did 
not quench the Spirit, I had not ſuch an oppor- 
tunity again while I ſtaid in London, either with 
him or his brother; but I kept cloſe to God by 
faſting and prayer; and the Lord helped me thro” 
many trials. p | 
One night after I had been delivered from grie- 
vous temptations, my foul was filled with ſuch a 
ſenſe of God's love, as made me weep before him, 
In the night I dreamed, I was in Yorkfaire, going 
from Gomerſal-h:t! top to Cleck-heaton; and about the 
middle of the lane, f thought I ſaw Satan coming to 
meet me in the ſhape of a tall black man, and the 
hair of his head like ſnakes: but I thought I was 
not afraid at all; and I faid, © Stand by me, O 
Lord, and I will not turn to the right hand or to the 


left; yet I thought I would not ſtand to fight with 


him as I uſed to do: when he came within about 


five paces of me, he ſtood; but I went on, ript 


open my clothes, and ſhewed him my naked breaſt 
ſaying, © SEE, HERE is the blood of CunisrT,” 
Then I thought he fled from me as faſt as a hare 
could run, 

I was {till attacked by the Moravians on one ſide, 
and the Prefbyterians on the other: but the Lord 
enabled me to {top their mouths, and to ſhew them 
that they had loſt their firſt love: yet they ſeemed 
to be hardened, and paſt all conviction ; and the 
more | read the {criptures, the more I was con- 
firmed that they were fallen into carnal ſecurity : 
which made me pray more earneſtly, that God 
would preſerve me from all the ſnares of the devil, 

About ten davs before Chriſtmas, I went to St. 
Paul's, and while I was at the communion table, I 

felt 
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felt ſuch an awful ſenſe of God reſt upon me, that 
my heart was like melting wax before him; and all 
my prayer was, „Thy will be done; thy will be 
- done!“ I was ſo diſſolved into tears of love, that I 
could ſcarce take the bread; and after I had received, 
5 it was impreſſed on my mind, © I muſt go into 
1 & Yorkſhire, directly.“ But I ſaid in mylelf, If L 
1 do, it will be ten pounds out of my way.” I had 
1 


— F3 Cd 


determined to go at May-day; but 1 thought, to ſtay 
bor the fake of money would be wrong, when I be- 
4 lieved it was the will of God I ſhould go. So I 
packed up my clothes and ſet out, I found much 
of the Lord's prefence all the way I went; but J 
| had no more thought of preaching than I had of 
eating fire. 
When got home, I was greatly diſappointed; 
for I expected to find many of my relations con- 
verted, as I underſtood they attended Mr, Ingham's 
I preaching, But when I told them what it was to 
be converted, they ſaid they never heard of ſuch a, 
thing in their lives, I told them, I knew thoſe 
things by happy experience, But they begged, I 
- would not tell any one that my ſins were forgiven; 
for no one would believe me; and they ſhould be 
X aſhamed to ſhew their faces in the ſtrect. I ſaid, I 
ſhould not be aſhamed to tell what God had done for 
my ſoul, if I could ſpeak loud enough forall the men 
2 in the world to hear me at once, My mother faid, 
my head was turned, I replied, “Ves, and my 
heart too, I thank the Lord.” My wife told me, 
= the was aſhamed to put her head out of doors, for 
every one was talking about me, and upbraiding her 
= with my ſayings: and ſhe wiſhed | had ſtaid at Lon- 
don; for ſhe could not live with me, if Il went on as 
I did: for which reaſon, ſhe defired, that I would 
leave off abuſing my neighbours, or go back to Lon- 
don. I told her, I did not care what all the people 
could ſay : for I was determined to reprove any one 
that ſinned in my preſence. Then ſhe cried, and 
1 laid, I did not love her ſo well as I uſed to do, I 
A replied, “ Yes, I love thee better than ever I did in 
:t my 
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my life: and thou haſt no reaſon to diſpute my love; 
for I have been careful to provide for thee, whether 
I was at home or abroad; and we have been happy 
in each other upwards of twelve years; but if thou 
wilt ſeek for redemption in the blood of Chriſt, we 
ſhall be ten times happier than ever.“ She then ſaid, 
„ Nay, my happineſs with thee is over; for accord- 
ing to thy words, I am a child of the devil, and thou 
a child of God,” Then ſhe wept and ſaid, «I can- 
not live with thee,” I faid, © Why ſo? Thou ſhalt 
never want while I am able, by honeſt endeavours 
to provide for thee, Nay, I continued, if thou wilt 
not go to heaven with me, I will do the beſt I can 
for thee; only I will not go to hell with thee for 
company: but I believe, God will hear my prayer, 
and convert thy ſoul, and make thee a bleſſed com- 
panion for me in the way to heaven.“ After this 
my wife began to be concerned about the ſalvation 
of her ſoul, | : 

A few days after I got home, David Taylor came 
to preach in ourtown, in Mr. Ingham's ſociety, when 
I went to hear him: and a dry morſel hisſermon was, 
—Several that were acquainted with him followed 
me, and wanted to know how I liked the diſcourſe, 
I was backward to tell them : but they preſſed hard 
on me, and ſaid, © Do you not think he is as good a 
preacher as Mr, Weſley ?*”” I faid, There is no 
compariſon between his preaching and Mr. Weſley'sz 
he hath not ſtaid long enough in the large room at 
Jeruſalem.“ After they had been gone ſome time, 
they came again to aſk what I meant? I ſaid, © He 
1s not endued with power from on high.” The 
went and related to him what I ſaid ; and he told me 
ſince, that if I had been preſent, he could have ſtab- 
bed me: yet he could not reſt till he went to hear 
Mr. Weſley at London. Then he found what I faid 
was true; and he came down to Shkefteld and into 
Derbyſhire, preaching what he called Wefley's doc- 
trine, and awakened and converted many ſcores of 
people, till the Germans got to him, and made him 


deny the lau of God; then he became again as ſalt 
without lavour, | I went 


* 

1 ; | : 

1 CE: 1 | 
ve; = {| went afterwards to a meeting of Mr, [ngham's, 
where one read in an old book for near an hour; 
py then ſung a hymn, and read a form of prayer, I told 
hou them, that way would never convert ſinners; and 
we began to relate ſome of my experience; and ſeveral 
were {truck with convictions while I was ſpeak- 
xd- ing; ſome of whom are witneſſes of the fame grace, 
hou that God ſhewed me. 
an- In a little time, all I ſaid was noiſed abroad; and 
alt people of all denominations came to diſpute with 
urs me. As ſoon as I came home from work, my houſe 
vilt was filled with people, which made my wife un- 
can calſy; for ſhe could do no work, and did not yet be- 


for lieve what I ſaid was true. 
yer, * Generally when I came in and ſat down, ſome one 
om. would aſk me a queſtion, and others would begin 
this to diſpute with me, While others ſtood to hear, 
ion When any _ to cavil, I commonly aſked 
2 what church they belonged to: and if they ſaid, the 
me church of England; then I 1 Po you know 
hen your fins forgiven ?” Several ſaid, “ No, nor never 


expect to know it in this world.” Then I ſaid, 
„ You are no members of the church of England, if 
you have not a full truſt and confidence, that God 
for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven you. Read the ho- 
milies of the church, and you will ſee what I ſay 
is true,” I uſed to have the Bible and Common 
2 Prayer-book by me; and I ſhewed them the Articles 
= of the Church, ſaying, * You deny Inſpiration; 
and the Church you profeſs to belong to, ſays, 
Before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of has 
= Sprrzt, no good works can be done.“ So if the church 
= ſpeaks right, you mult be inſpired by the Spirit of 
= Chriſt to enable you to bring forth good ſruit, or 
you mult be the fuel of hell, And how dare you 
to pray to have your thoughts cleanled by the in- 
i ſpiration of God's holy Spirit, if you do not be- 
= heve there is any ſuch thing to be attaincd: in this 
world? O! do uot mock God any more, by aſking 
for things with your mouths, when you do not be- 
lieve in your hearts he will grant them, But one 
1 laid 
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ſaid he had been with a very learned Clergyman of 
a neighbouring church, aad he told him, there was 
no ſuch thing to be attained in this life, I ſaid, 
& I think you have miſtaken him, for I was at that 
church laſt Sunday, and heard him declare all J 


have ſaid to you,” He ſaid, *I was there and heard 


no ſuch thing mentioned.“ I replied, * No! did 
you not hear him affirm, that God had given power 
and commandment to his miniſters, to declare and 
pronounce to his people, being penitent, the abſo— 
lution of their fins? And he farther declared, that 
God pardoneth and abſolveth all thoſe, that truly 
repent, and unſeignedly believe his goſpel, There- 
fore it is plain, you never did repent, or unfeign- 
edly believe his golpel; if God has not pardoned 
and abſolved you from your fins. Elſe both he and 
all that are in prieſt's orders in England, are, falſe 
witneſſes before God and man. And how many 
times have you beſought God to give you true re- 
pentance; and to forgive you all your ſins, negli- 

ences and ignoramces: and to endue you with the 
grace of his holy Spirit, that you might amend your 
ways according to his holy word? And now you 
ſay there is no luch thing! the' you may remember 
Mr, K laid,“ Let us beleech God to grant us 
true repentance, and his holy Spirit, that thoſe 
things may pleaſe him, which we do at this pre- 
ſent; and that the reſt of our lives may be pure 
and holy,” 

By theſe diſcourſes, many were pricked to the 
keart, and durſt not offer the ſacrifice of fools any 
more; but prayed in good earneſt for God topardon 
their ſins, and to anſwer them in the joy oftheirhearts, 

When any faid they were of the church of cn; 
I aſked them if they did not know their ſins forgiven ? 
They told me that they did not; nay, farther, they 
thought it preſumption for any one to pretend to 
know it, or to expect ſuch high attainments as I 
ſpoke of; and they told me I was a Papiſt, or I 
would not talk as I did. I ſaid, I know not what 
youthink of me; but I think, you neither know what 

a Pa- 


| 
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# 
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* 
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e Papift or a Preſoyterian is; for your own mouths 
declare, that you are no members of the church o 

Scotland ; that church diſowns you; for none are al- 
lowed members thereof, but thoſe that are effectually 
called; and they that are effectually called, do in this 
life partake of juſtification, adoption, and /anfification, 
And the ſame church ſaith, that juſtification is an act 
of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our 
fins ; adoption is an act of God's free grace, by which 
we are received into the number, and have a right to 
all the privileges of God's ſons; and that eee ee 
is the work of God's free grace, whereby we are re- 
newed in the whole man, after the image of God; 
and all that are ſo effectually called, do enjoy an aſ- 
ſurance of God's love, peace of conſcience, and jo 


in the Holy Ghoſt. And I pray you, what have I 


{aid more? By your talking, you are the ſons of 
Rome, and enemies to the true Proteſtant religion. Let 
me beg you to go home, and read the Aſſembly's ca- 
techilm, and come and talk with me again, after you 
have read it.” Several of them did ſo; and came 
with tears in their eyes; and are now witneſſes, that 
God has power on earth to forgive fins, | 
I found it always in my mind not to let any de- 
part that came to diſpute with me, till we had prayed 


together. 


The firſt that was brought to experience the re- 
deeming love of Chriſt, was my own brother; and 
in a few days ſix of my neighbours, 

My wife allo was thoroughly convinced that ſhe 
muſt experience the ſame work of grace, or periſh, 
And during the time of her convictions ſhe was ſeiz- 
ed with a pleuretic fever, and her caſe was thought 
to be very dangerous: then I beſought the Lord 
for her witk faſting and prayer. The next day ſhe 
was worle ; and the diſtreſs of her ſoul increaſed the 
diſorder of her body, fo that ſhe ſeemed as if ſhe 
could not ſubſiſt long. That night my houſe was 
filled with people, and none of them offered to dif. 
pute with me ? But I read ſeveral portions of ſerip- 
ture to them, ſome out of the Old, ſome out - the 
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New Teſtament, and compared one with another, 
and prayed with them, As I was in prayer, my 
wife being in the parlour, and within hearing, faint- 
ed, and was as if ſhe had juſt ſunk into the gulf of 
God's judgments : immediately ſhe thought ſhe felt 
the Lord Jeſus catch her as ſhe was falling; and lay 
his hand on her fide, where the diſorder was, and 
bade her be of good comfort; telling her, thy fins are 
forgiven, When I came to the bed-fide, ſhe was juſt 
come to herſelf, and ſaid, “ My dear, the Lord hath 
healed me both in body and ſoul ! I will getup and 
-praiſe his holy name ; which ſhe accordingly did, 
From that hour her fever ceaſed, and her heart 
was filled with peace and love. 
Now God had raiſed up eight witneſſes to him- 
ſelf in this place: and the enemies began to report, 
that I had forgiven ſuch and ſuch their ſins, which 
made many come to talk with me. | 
One night I went to Adwalton, to hear Mr, Ing- 
ham preach, As ſoon as J got into the houle, he 
called me into the parlour, and deſired the company 
that was with him, to go out, for he had ſomething 
to ſay to me, When they went out, he role up, 
barred the door, then he ſat down by me, and aſked 
me how my wife did? When [I had told him, he 
Taid, © Do you know your own heart, think you?“ 
J faid, not rightly : but I know Jeſus Chriſt; and 
he knows and hath taken poſſe ſſion of it; and tho! it 
be deceitful yet he can ſubdue it to himſelf; and 1 
traſt he will.“ He faid, „Have you not deceived 
yourfelf with thinking that your fins are forgiven, 
and that you are in a ſtate of grace? I was three 
years ſeeking before I found him.” 1 ſaid, “ Sup- 
poſe you were, do you confine God to be three years 
in converting every ſoul, becauſe you were ſo long? 
God is as able to convert a foul in three days now, 
as he was to convert St. Paul 1700 years ago,” — I 
then began to tell him what I had ſeen at London 
under Mr. IWe{ly's preaching. He ſaid, he pitied 
poor Mr. ey; for he was ignorant of his own 
tate; and he ſpoke as if he believed Mr. Weſley — 
| 8 
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be an unconverted man; at which words my corrupt 
nature began to ſtir. But itꝰ came to my mind, The 
wrath of mag worketh not the righteouſneſs of God: 
and I lifted up my heart to the Lord, and my mind 
was calm in a moment, He ſaid, © You ought not to 
tell people, that they may know their fins forgiven; 
for the world cannot bear it: and if ſuch athing was 
preached, it would raiſe perſecution,” I faid, © Let 
them quake that fear, By the grace of God I love 
every man, but fear no man? and Iwill tell all ! 
can, that there is ſuch a prize to run for: if I hide 


it, miſchief will come upon me. There is a famine 


in the land ; and I ſee myſelf in the cale of one of 
the lepers that were at the gates of Samaria, who 
found proviſion in theenemy'scamp: and when they 
had eat and drank, and loaded themſelves, ſaid, Ve 
do not do well ; for this is a day of glad tidings : let us 
o and make it known to the King's houſehold : when L 
und God's wrath removed for the fake of his dear 
Son, I ſaw proviſion enough for my poor fainting 
ſoul, and for all the world, if they would come for it. 
I believe it is a fin not to declare to the children of 
men what God hath done for my foul, that they may 
ſeek for the ſame mercy.” He told me, I had no- 
thing to do with the Cd Teſtament, or to make com- 
3 from any thing that was in it. But I faid, 
had as much to do with it as with the New Ie. 
ment. He replied, „I would not have you {peak 
any more to the people, till you are better acquaint- 
ed with your own heart,” I told him I would not in 
his ſocieties, unleſs I was defired : but what I did in 
my own houſe, or in any other perſon's, that requeſt- 
ed me, he had no buſineſs with; for 1 faid, *I do 
not belong to you, and though I have heard you 
ſeveral times, it is no benefit to me; for I have ex- 
perienced more of the grace of God than ever I 


heard you preach of yet, or any one lince J left 
London.” N 


Soon after he came out and began to preach; 


when I was greatly ſurprized; for what he had for- 
bidden me to do, he did directly: he told them that 
D. 2 night, 
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night, they muſt know their ſins forgiven in this 
world, or go to hell, if all the devils in hell could 
ull them in. | * 

I till went on at my own houſe as before, every 
night; and in about three weeks my eight were in- 
creaſed to ſeventeen. 

As I was about explaining the 7th chapter of the 
Romans, my mother fell into deep convictions, and 
cried, “I am a loſt ſinner.” I went to prayers with 
her; and ſhe neither eat pleaſant bre ad, or took na- 
tural reſt, till ſhe ſound redemption in the blood of 
Chriſt, Then ſhe came to me with tears of joy, 
and faid, © Thank God on my behalf, for he hath 
dealt bountifully with me. When thou waſt a lad, I 
had more trouble with thee than any other child ; 
but God hath more than rewarded me for all my 
trouble, in that he hath raiſed thee up to ſhew me 
the way of ſalvation.” She lived about ſix months 
after, and then died in the triumph of Faith. She 
was the firſt ripe fruit that God gave me of my 
labour, 

Soon after, another of my brothers, my aunt, and 
two couſins, were converted; tho' {till I did not at- 
tempt to preach, but read ſome part of the ſcripture, 
then exhorted them to obſerve what they had heard; 
and ſo ended with prayer. And God wrought in a 
a wonderful manner; for fix or {even were con- 
verted ina week, for ſeveral weeks together. All 
this time I had no one to converſe with, except ſuch 
as wanted to turn me out of the narrow path: neither 
had I any correſpondence with Mr. Weſley but fill 
I was as one ſet to labour in a field alone. 

After ſome time Peter Bohler came into Yorkſhire, 
and laboured while Mr. Ingham went to London. I 
heard him, and he pleaſed me well; for at that time 
he ſpake to the purpoſe, When he had done I went 
and took him by the hand, and thanked him for his 
wholeſome exhortation, He aſked me my name ? I 
told him ? He kiſſed me, and ſaid, © My brother, I 
am glad to ſee you; for I have juſt now been talking 
with ſome, that told me they were converted by you: 

and 
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and I like them better than any fouls I have con- 


verſed with, fince I came into Yorkſhire.” And he 


added, „I will call to ſee you when I come to Bir- 
ſtall.” So he did, and ſtaid with me all night! and 
encouraged me to ſpeak on, and ſpare none ; for he 
added, The Lord hath called you to labour in his 
vineyard ; and if you do not labour he will call you 
to judgment for it.” I told him, that Mr, Ingham 
had forbidden me: but he ſaid, © He will be back 
from London. in three weeks, then I will ſpeak to 
him; for I know that God is with you; and I will 
call on you, whenever I come through this town.” 
So he did at that ſeaſon; and his converſation was 
profitable to me, for he then ſpoke as contrary to the 
Moravians, who are in London, as black is to White. 
God bleſſed his Word; for many were awakened by 
him, at his. firſt comipg into Yorkfhare; 

When Mr, Ingham came back from London, he 
came to brother Mitchell's in our town, and ſent for 
me. He came and killed me, as foon as I came 
in, and deſired me to ſit down by him; and ſaid, 
„% 7ohn, I. believe God hath called you to ſpeak 
his word; for I have ſpoken with ſeveral ſince I 
came back from London, who I believe have receiv - 
ed grace ſince I went ; and I ſee God is working in 
a ſhorter manner than he did with us at the begin- 
ning; and I ſhould be ſorry to hinder any one from 
doing good.“ He ſaid alſo to the Brethren and fiſ- 
ters, Before you all, I give John leave to exhort 
in all my ſocieties;“ — took me by the hand, 
laying, ! John, God hath given you great honour, in 
that he hath made uſe of you, to call ſinners to the 
blood of our Saviour; and Edefire you to exhort in 
my ſocieties, as often as you can.“. 

I did fo; and many were {truck to the heart, and 


were made to cry out, Lord fave or we periſh !” 


So that nine or ten in a week, were brought to ex- 
perience the dying love of Jeſus, Thoſe that were of 


the church of England, exhorted to keep cloſe to the 


| church and ſacrament; ans the diſſenters, to keep to 
| D 3 their 
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their own meetings, and to let their light ſhine be- 
fore thoſe of their own community. | 

I found by ſome, that Mr, Ingham adviſed the 
contrary, and ſeveral began to ſtay at home on the 

fabbath, which made me very uneaſy. 

One night I had been diſputing with ſeveral of 
them, about their neglecting the ordinances, and 
about their ſpeaking againſt znward holineſs, as we 
were going to hear Peter Bohler at Charles Summer- 
feates's: and when he got up, he took two verſes of 
the tenth chapter of St. Matthew's goſpel : Whoſoever 
therefore ſhall confeſs me before men, him will I confeſs 

before my Father, which is in heaven ; but whoſoever 

fall deny me before men, him alſo will I deny before my 
Father, which is in heaven. Ithought if he had heard 
all that I had ſaid, and had laboured to juſtify every 
word I had ſpoken, he could not have preached ÞX 
more to the purpoſe; for he faid, to confeſs Jeſus, 
was to live to him, and tochonour him with body, 
ſoul, and ſubſtance; and to deny him, was to live | 
to ourſelves, by refuſing to do what he had com- 
manded, becauſe it was not agreeable ta nature, and 
did not make for our temporal intereſt, and he add- 
ed, if any one did ſo much as keep the tip of his 
little finger, to commit fin with, it would dam 
both his body and foul in hell.” 11 | 

My adverfaries now hung down their heads; and 
complaint was made to Mr. Telchig, that he | nv 6 
ed Meſtey's doctrine; and he was fent to London foom | 
after, He came back in three weeks time; but 
ſuch a change for the worſe, did I never ſee in mor. | 
tal man: for he that profeſſed to love me as hisown 1 
foul, durſt not come near the door of my houſe, nor |! 
converſe with me at all: and his word was as chaff, 
in compariſon of what it ufed to be. 

Then I faw what was coming on me, and the 
people God hath given me. This made me weep 
in ſecret places before the Lord; and I deſired to 
die, rather than live, to ſee the children devoured 
by thele boars out of the German wood. I faw many 
deluded by their ſoft words, and fair ſpeeches ; and 

I thought 
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I thought I would exhort no more; for I was beget- 
ting children; and they ſlew them among the ſmooth 
ſtones of the brook ; and they had better never have 
known the way of ſalvation, than after knowing it, 
be turned thereout, But Samuel Mitchel urged me 
to ſpeak, and not to ſpare, Yet I found great back- 
wardneſs; and often ſaid, when I went out of m 
door, Lord, thou knoweſt I had rather be hanged 
on that tree, than go to preach, but that I believe 
thou doſt require it at my hand.“ And many a time 
I have ſaid, © Except ſome one be converted this 
time, I will take it Gr granted, that I may leave off 
ſpeaking in thy name:“ but O the condeſcenſion of 
the Moſt High! For he ſo far bore with my weak- 
neſs, that ſome were converted as ſure as I aſked the 
token, For all that, I acted the part of Jonah, and 
fled into the fields by a wood fide, when a great 
congregation was gathered together, and begged me 
to preach to them, But the hand of the Lord was 
upon me; and I fell flat on my face on the ground; 
and thought, that if ever a living man taſted the 
cup of the damned, I did: I then cried out, « Let 
me die! let me die}! for why ſhould I live to ſee 
the deſtruction of thy people? Or wherefore ſhould 
I ever ſpeak in thy name? and by thy word beget. 
children for the ſlaughter.” I lay about an hour with 
my face on the graſs: but O the anguiſh my ſoul 
was in: the cufferithes of our Lord were brought 
to my mind, and his apoſtles, whole cup I had once 
deſired at the Lord's hand, But now, when it was 
in a ſmall degree put in my hand, Ichole rather to 
die than to drink it. 
I now began to be aſhamed before the Lord, when 
I had conſidered how wonderfully he had dealt with 
me; ſo that the tears began to - fa and my heart 
was broken within me. Then I ſaid; “I am not 
my own, but thine ; therefore thy will be done in 
me, on me, and by me.“ In that inſtant the eloud 
broke, and the Sun of Righteouſneſs arole on my foul; 
ſo that I cried out, . Lord continue with me, as thou 
art now, and I am ready to go to hell to preach to 
devils, 


( 4 ) 
devils, if thou requireſt it.“ Then I came home, ex-. 
petting the people to be gone; but they were wait- 
ing about the door of my houſe, I got up and preach- 
ed to them, and that night two men declared, that 
God for Chriſt's {ake had forgiven all their fins. 

I thought, after I had done, if I had had 10l. L 
would have given it for one hour's converſation 
with Mr. 70kn Neſley; but I deſpaired of ever have 
ing an opportunity, except I went to London on 
purpoſe; and ſaid, “ I am not worthy of an up- 
right man to converſe with: therefore I am en- 
compailed about with briars and thorns.” 

After ſome time, I was told, that there were 
twenty preachers come toithe Smaith-houfe ; and that 
four or five of them were clergymen who had been 
with Mr. Weſley; but they were now convinced of 
his errors, and content to be poor ſinners; and hop- 
ed I ſhould ſee my error in a little time, and come 
to the Brethren; for all of them, they laid, had been. 
as blind.as I was, and: as much bigotted to Mr. 
Weſley's notions. . :þ-told them, that what they call- 
ed light, I believed to be groſs darkneſs; for it did 
not agree with what che ſcriptures ſhewed to be the 
way to heaven. One of their exhorters ſaid to me, 
that there were ſeveral of the Moravian preachers 
could write as good ſctiptures as the bible; that the 
very power that che apoſtles had, did reſt on the 
Moravian preachers. I told Him I did not believe 
a word of it: I believed them to be a fallen people: 
and I prayed God that they might repent, and do 
their firſt works. 1 ſaid, I am ſorry for Mr. Ing- 
ham, for he never will do halt fo much good as he 
has done hurt, by bringing them into this country, 
for they do not labour to convert ſinners, but to 
turn ſaints out of the way that leads to heaven.” 
But he ſaid, it was I that was wrong, for they were 
the molt experienced men in the world: and it was 
believed by many, that Count Z:inzendorf was ſo fa- 
miliar -with the Lamb, that many hundreds who- 
were now in hell, would be ſaved by his-prayers. 
A few days after, they were to have a great meet- 


ing 
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ing at Comerſat-feld-houſe and one came and told 
me, that Mr. Ingham defired me to be there. Ac- 
cordingly I went, but could not get into the houſe, 
where they were reading the letters, nor near the 
door, for the multitude; ſo I walked into the croft: 
where there were about two hundred people, who 
had gone from the door, becauſe they could not 
hear; ſo I preached to them in the croft, while 
they read the letters within, When they had done, 
they ſent for me into the chamber. I think there 
were five or fix preachers, and four exhorters, and 
near a hundred people, who were looked upon as 
the chief of their ſocieties. Then Mr. Ingham 
ttood up, and faid, that the country people were 
ſurpriſed to ſee ſo many of the Brethren come to- 
2 they thought it prudent not to have ſo much 
preaching, till they were ſettled a-while, for fear it 
ſhould make them perſecute the brethren; “And 


I deſire that none of the young men will expound, 
till they are ordered by the brethren: we ſhall meet 


again this day month; and then we will. let you 
know, what we are all to do,” Then he ſpake to 
them one by one, and ſaid, * I hope you will be 
obedient, and not expound any more, till you have 
orders,” They all replied, Ves, Sir.“ He then 
turned to me; ſaying, on, I hope you will leave 
off, till you have orders from the Church.” I ſaid, 
& No, Sir, I will not leave off; I dare not; for I 
did not begin by the order of man, nor by my own 
will; therefore I ſhall not leave off by your order : 
for I tell you plainly, I ſhould have left off with- 
out your bidding, but that I believed if I did, I 
ſhould be damned for diſobedience.“ He rp 
«& You ſee theſe young men are obedient to the el- 
ders; and they have been bleſſed in their labours 
as well as you,” I ſaid, I cannot tell how _ 
have been bleſſed; but I think, if God had ſen 
them on his own errand, they would not = at 
your bidding.” Then one of the preachers laid, 
„The ſpirit of the prophets is ſubject to the pro- 
phets; therefore they are right, and you are Weng! 
or 


- - \ MX : 
1 ” * , x EV — 
% * = » : B X * 
— a — - ef _ . 4 * ” F —— * * 
— — — ps "Ne m_—_—_ PIC — p w 4 =» * — — ” — LA LILY. 2 TE AM" FP” van 0 — 
% * * + #6 , " * 2 _ * . .. * . 1 *. (I + >. 7 - 8-824; T7 1 8 — 28 n 
* 2 3 5 - * 2 $$, - : 2 * 1 Ca — 
— 1 —— 1 om a "_ o _ " . , D wh 10 — * Ne * > 
Won ME EET Hs acl b. ; 1 . ö Is. N : * a * * - „ * — K * „„ R— 


E $9" 


— — 
* 

Js wm - 

« 22 

— 5 


rr . 


* 29 I — 
4 — Ps 8 E. 
— — 2 
. — — nm» 3 _— 
— * ds x . = 4 4 Ss 
N 4 
— — 
ES 


( 46 ) 


for they are ſubje&.” I ſaid, & You are not obe- 
dient to the prophets of God that were of old: for 
God ſaith by one of them, I have ſet watchmen upon 
the walls of Feruſalem, that ſhall not ceaſe day or night : 
but you can hold your peace for a month together, 
at man's bidding.” Then turning to Mr, Ingham, 
I faid, & You know that many have been convert- 
ed, by my exhorting lately, and a great many under 
con victions: what a ſad thing then would it be, to 
leave them as they are?” He replied, our Saviour 
can convert fouls without your preaching.” I ſaid, 
“Ves, or your's either: and he can give us corn 
without plowing and ſowing, but he doth not, 
neither hath he promiſed that he will,” Then he 
ſaid, « Be ſtill one month, and then you will know 
more of your own heart,” I replied, “ With one pro- 
viſo, I will.“ He ſaid, (What is that?“ I anſwer- 
ed, „If you can perſuade the devil to be ſtill for a 
month: but if he goes about like a roaring lion, 
ſeeking whom he may devour, and God hath put a 
ſword into my hand, I am determined to attack. 
him, whereſoever I meet him; and whereſoever 1 
meet ſin, I meet Satan.“ Then ſome of them ſaid, 
that their ears burned on their heads, to hear me: 
fpeak to ſuch a man as Mr, Ingham, I told them, I 

would ſpeak to a gentleman as I would to a beggar, 

in the cauſe of God, Mr. Ingham ſaid, It muſt needs 
be that offences will come ; but wo to him by whom they 
do come. I replied, “ Sir, take care that your curſe 
does not fall on your own head,” Then he charg- 
ed all the people, as they loved him and the bre- 

thren, that they ſhould not let me preach in their 
houſes, or encourage me, by hearing me elſewhere, 

Then I ſaid, + I hope you will not hinder thoſe, 
who were converted under my word, from hearing 
me; for they are my own children,” He ſaid they 
would hinder them; for they were none of mine, 

but our Saviour's children. I anſwered, I have as 
much right to call them my children, as St. Paul 
had to call the Galatians his; and if they periſh by 
being turn'd out of the way through you, | will re- 
qu ire 
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quire their blood at your hand.“ Then Mr. Clap. 


ham ſaid, „May not I have ſome private conver- 
ſation with John?“ Mr. Ingham laid, © Yes,” And 
Mr. Clapham ſaid, “ He ſhall be my Teacher while 
I live,” So it was; for he died in the faith with- 
in a fortnight, "0 

When 1 got home, there were ſeveral people at 
my houſe, waiting to be inſtructed in the way to 
the kingdom, One of them ſaid, What is the 
matter? Are you not well ? you look ſo pale!” I 
ſaid, “J have neither pain nor ſickneſs of body; 
but my ſoul is diſordered within me, for they have 
bereaved me of my children, and commanded them 
not to hear me before my face, O thele treacher- 
ous dealers have dealt treacherouſly! I am ſorry 
Mr. Ingham ſhould be a tool in their hands, to turn 
the ſimple out of the way; but I hope he does it in 
ignorance; if he knows what he is doing, he will 


be a miſerable man; for it is a leſs crime to'take a 
child of God, and cut his throat, and thereby ſend 


him to heaven at once, than to turn him out of the 
way, and to deſtroy both body and foul; neverthe- 
leſs, let us pray for him and them.“ So we went to 
prayer; and when we aroſe from our knees, I took 
the bible, requeſting God to ſpeak to me by his 
word; I opened on the 49th chapter of 1/a:ak, and 
the 19th verſe, For thy waſte and thy deſolate places, 
and the land of thy deſtruttion, all even now be too 
narrow, by reaſon of the inhabitants :, and they that 
ſwallowed thee 75 ſhall be far away: thy children, 
which thou ſhalt 

Jay again in thine ears, The place is too fireaght for me- 
give place to me, that I may dwell, Then ſhalt thou ſay 
in thine heart, Who hath begotten me theſe, ſeeing I have 
loft my children, and am deſolate, a captive removing to 
and fro; and who hath brought up theſe ? Behold, 1 
was left alone; theſe, where had they been? At the 
reading of which words, I and all that were in the 
houſe were ſo affected, that we burſt out into weep- 


ing: and God gave me one child, in anſwer to my 
prayer that night, 
It 


ave after thou haſt loft the other, ſhall” 
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It was ſoon ſpread abroad, that Mr. Ingham and 
Ne!/on had differed; and many ſaid, © We ſhall now 
ſee an end of his new religion !” Several of them, 
who once profeſſed to loveme as their own lives, now 
became my open enemies, and laboured to draw all 
from me they could. They ſaid I made my bible 
my God, and would take it up in a ſcornful man- 
ner, ſaying, “ This is 70% Neiſon's God ! poor man, 
he hurts himſelf much by reading in it; it would be 
better for him if he would let it alone, and abide 
by his heart.“ * 

Then I ſaid, „Woe is me that my mother ever 
bare me, to be a man of {trife to all that are about 
me: but Lord, I commit my cauſe to thee!” | 

So I went on preaching repentance towards God, 
and faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; inſiſting that 
thoſe who believed, ſhould be careful to maintain 

dworks. But many, that once ſaid they might 
leſs God they ever heard me, now called me legal; 
and told me to my face, that I never knew the go/- 
pel liberty, nor what it was to enjoy the poor inner- 
ſhip. I replied, *I do not defire to know it; I on- 
ly want to know the perfect and acceptable will of 
God, and power to do the ſame,” They laid they 
had nothing to do, for the Lamb had done a! for 
them, | 

After their next monthly meeting, one that had 
exhorted, came and called me out of my houſe, ſay- 
ing, he wanted to ſpeak with me. I went out; 
when he told me the breihren had ſent him ; and 
they had the ſame power as the apojiles had; all that 
with ſtood them were ſoon miſerable. I ſaid, * What 
do you hobble at in your ſpeech? If you came to 
tell me that they have given me up into the hands | 
of the devil, ſpeak out, Michael!” He ſaid they had. 
I replied, I hope I ſhall pray for them as long as 1 
live: but go you back and tell them, I have the de- | 


vil under my heel; and he can never hurt me, ſo I 


long as I have the grace of God. 
Soon aſter I went with another, that had got into 
the poor finnerfſizp, who held his neck on one fide, | 
and 


649 
and talked as if he had been bred up upon the bor- 


ders of Bohemia; and he ſaid, the brethren were 
ſorry for me; nay, he heard ſome of them ſay, that 
they would take care of my wife and children; I 
told them I would ſee my wife and children die on 
a dunghill, before I would fell my ſoul, and the 
ſouls of my country people, 

I {till kept cloſe to God by prayer and faſting ; 
and was daily refreſhed with a ſenſe of his love; 
and he opened my mouth more and more to ſpeak 
his word, and ſinners were converted. 

Samuel Mitchell encouraged me much ; and went 
with me, almoſt every night that I went out of 


town, often four or five miles, after we had done 


our work; and we uſed to come back together the 
lame night in all ſorts of weather. | 

One night, after a day of faſting, I dreamt, that 
Mr, ohn and Mr. Charles Weſley: were both fitting 
by my fire ſide; and Mr. John laid, I will but ſtay 
a few days now, for 1 will go into the North, and 
return at ſuch a time, and then ſtay with you a 
week,” The next day, when I told it, one ſaid, 
If thou haſt dreamed lo, they willcertainly come.”” 
I replied, I can no more expect them than Il expett 
the king to come.“ But in a few months after, they 
came and ſat in the very poſture I dreamed, and Mr, 
John ſpoke the very words, 

I was deſired once more, to go to Gomberſal-field 
head, to ſpeak with Mr. Ingham; and when I got 


there, David Taylor was with him in the parlour, 


and ſpoke kindly to me; but when Mr. Taylor was 
gone, he began to talk to me, about making diviſion 
among the Brethren. I told him, I did not want to 
make diviſion; I wanted the people to be ſaved. 
But he ſaid, 55 We cannot receive you or Mr, Ne 
ley into our community, till he publicly declare he 
has printed falſe doctrine, and you declare you have 
preached falſe,” I ſaid, * Wherein?” He then burſt 
out into laughter and ſaid, © In telling the peo- 
ple that they may live without committing ſin,” I 
replied, * Do you call that falſe doctrine ?” He ſaid, 

E © I do > 


1 
« do; and Mr. Veſtey has written falſe doctrine, 
teaching the ſame errors.“ He quoted ſome words; 
then I ſaid, „They are not Mr. IVefley's but St. 
Folin's words: it is St. 7% lays, Let no man de- 
cerve you He that doeth righteouſneſs, is righteous e 
and he that committeth fun, 1s of the devil. So if St. 

on be right, every one that preacheth contrary to 
what Mr. IWefley has written here, and what I have 
preached, is a deceiver and betrayer of ſouls,” 
He ſaid, „If that be your opinion, we cannot re- 
ceive you into our church.” I replied, © I don't 
want to be one of you; for I am a member.of 
the church of England.” He ſaid, „The church of 
England is no church; ws are the church,” I ſaid, 
„% We! who do you mean?” He replied, © I and 
the Moravian brethren,” I ſaid, “ I have no deſire to 
have any fellowſhip with you or them; it has been 
better for my own ſoul, ſince have been wholly ſe- 
Parated from you, and God hath bleſſed my labours 
more, ſince I was told they had delivered me up to 
Satan, than ever before: therefore I think it is = 
ter to have their curſe, than to have communion 
with them.“ He replied, „If you think ſo, I have 
no more to ſay to you,” And then turned his back 
on me. 

When I went home, I met with one that had got 
into the liberty; and he told me that the devil had 
gent me into Yorkſhire, to hinder the brethren from 
Having the country to themſelves, I anſwered, If 
Satan ſent me, he is divided againſt himſelf, for you 
know by my preaching, many are turned that were 
groſly wicked, to live a righteous life,” He ſaid 
«© No men ſhould be damned, but for their own 
righteovineſs:” and when I mentioned any ſcripture, 
he laughed me to ſcorn, ſaying, © You will never 
be happy till you leave off thole {cripture-nottons, 
and come to your own heart, and be a poor inner,” 

Now a trial came upon me from another quarter : 
fome of them came to my houſe, when I was from 
home, and talked with my wife, ſtirring her up 
againſt me, ſo that ſhe was tempted to go to them, 

| and 


6 


and leave me; and the temptation was ſo ſtrong, 
that ſhe got out of bed three times to go to them; 
nay, the more I reaſoned with her from ſcripture, in 
ever ſo loving a manner, the more ſhe was ſet againſt 
me: then I had none but my oid refuge, to get to 
God by prayer, and faſting; and the Lord took the 
matter into his own hand, and ſhewed her, wherein 
ſhe had been deceived, and made her a ſtaff in my 
hand, and a ſupport to my ſoul again. 

About this time one of my neighbours, that uſed 
to hear me preach, was going to London, and ſaid, 
« I ſhould be glad to ſee Mr. John Wefley, whom 
you call your father in the goſpel,” I replied, If 
you will carty a few lines to him from me, vou 
may ſec and hear him too.” In this letter I deſired 

Mr. Wefley to write to me; and as he was my father 
in the goſpel, to give me ſome inſtructions how to 
proceed, in the work that God had begun by ſuch 
an unpoliſhed. tool as me, When he got to Lon- 
don, He wrote to me, that he had ſeen Mr, Weſley 
and given him the letter; who read it, and aſked 
him fome queſtions about me, and ſaid, * Do you 
write by this night's poſt, and tell him I ſhall be at 
his houſe on Tueſday next (if God permit.)” I got 
the letter on Sunday, and was melted into tears be- 
fore the Lord. | 

That day the Lord bleſſed our fouls much, whil 
we were praying that he would conduct his ſervant 
in ſafety to us, and bleſs his coming amongſt us; 
but he was detained on the road, ſo that it was 
Wedneſday at nine o'elock in the forenoon when 
he arrived at Birſtal. He ſent for me to the inn, 

from whence JI conducted him to my houfe, and he 

ſat down by my fire fide, in the very poſture I had 
- dreamed about four months before; and ſpoke the 
ſame words I dreamed he ſpoke, 

Before he went to Newcaſtle, large companies of 
thoſe that had left me, came to hear him; ſeveral 
of whom ſaid, they never heard ſuch a ſermon in 
their lives, nor ever felt ſo much of the power of 
God, under any man's preaching, 
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Some ſaid, when Mr. Ingham came firſt, he was 
often telling of this Mr. Weſley, ſaying, he believed 
he never talked with him but it was a bleſſing to his 
ſoul, and extolled him above any man that ever they 
heard him talk of; and now they thought he ex- 
ceeded all that Mr, Ingham had ſaid about him ; but 
they were greatly ſurprized, that Mr, 1 * ſhould 
go through Birſtal, and not call to ſee Mr, Weſley. 

When Mr. Wesley came from Neucaſtle, their 
minds were changed; for they did not come to hear 
him. I aſked ſeveral of them the reaſon : and they 
told me, Mr, Ingham ſaid he preached falſe dottrine, 
and it was not ſafe to hear him, 

However he did not preach in vain; for God 
bleſſed his word, and his coming was a great bleſ- 
ling to my foul, I. ſaid to him,“ Sir, you may make 
uſe of Jacob's words, The children thou haſt begotten 
in Egypt before are mine; for 1 freely deliver them 
to your care,” 

After he had ſpent about a week, he left me: 
but now they that ſtaid with me were confirmed in 
the truth they had received; and many were con- 
vinced of the neceflity of being born again, ſo that 
greater multitudes than ever came to hear, and ſe- 
veral were converted, | | 

One Saturday night, there came a number of 
people that were halting between the Germans and 
me: and as I preached to them, my mouth was al- 
moſt ſtopped, and all the time it appeared to me as 
if I was plowing upon a rock; nevertheleſs, when 
I had done, and got to the fire fide, the people did 
not offer to go away, but ſtood as beggars that want. 
ed a morſel of bread, 1 then took up the bible, 
and opened on the prophecy of 1/atah, where it 
faith, I have blotted out thy tranſgreſſion as a cloud, 
end thy fins as a thick cloud Return unto me, for I 
have redeemed thee, And I ſaid, © Hear ye the 
word of the Lord!“ Sol read theſe words to them 
as I ſtood, and began to explain them, when the 
power of God came as a mighty wind, and many 
cried out, © Lord, ſave, or we periſh” I fellupon 
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my knees, and called upon God to heal the bones 


that were broken, and to ſhew mercy to the poor 
and needy: and he heard our cry, ſo that feven teſ . 


tified that God for Chriſt's ſake, had blotted out all 


their ſins that night; and moſt of them told me, 


they purpoſed only to hear me that time, and to 
have gone to the Germans the next day. 

Nov the people from every quarter flocked to 
Birſtal on the ſabbath, but as yet there came only 


three from Leeds, Mary Shent, and two other wo- 


men, | | 
It was about May when Mr. John Weſley came to 
Yorkſhire, and towards Mzchaetmas that Mr. Charles 
Weſley and Mr. Charles Graves came, They ſtaid a 
few days, then went on to Newcaſtle, with an intent 
to return in a fortnight ; but the Lord opened ſuch 
a door in that place, that Mr, Weſley ſtaid ſome time 
longer. Mr, Graves came at the time appointed, 
and the Lord bleſſed his coming to ſeveral fouls, I 
remember, one night at Armley he preached, and 
when he had done I gave an exhortation, and the 
Lord applied the virtue of his precious blood to 
nine ſouls that night; two the next morning, and 
for a whole week together there were ſome that 
felt the attoning blood of Jesvs CHRIST. 

When Mr. Charles Heſtey came back from New- 
caſtle, the Lord was with him in fuch amanner, that 


the pillars of hell ſeemed to tremble; many that 


were famous for ſupporting the devil's kingdom fell 
to the ground, while he was preaching, as if the 


had been thunder. ftruck. One day he had preached . 


four times, and one that had been amongſt the peo- 
ple all the day, ſaid at night, twenty-two had re- 
ceived forgiveneſs of their {ins that day, 

I think,. from the time of Mr. Charles Weſley and 
Mr. Graves's firſt coming, and their leaving York- 
ſhire, after their return from Newcaſtle, which was 
about a month, there were added to the true be- 
levers near fourſcore. Then they began to cry out, 


The place is too ſtrait for us, we ſhould have a 
greater houſe ! So that the words of 1/azak that I 
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opened on, when the Germans bereaved me of my 
former children, were fulfilled, 

About this time Milliam Shent was converted; and 
there began to be an e in Leeds, about his ſay- 
ing he knew his ſins forgiven, Some, however, be- 
lieved his report, and had a deſire to hear for them- 
ſelves; neither could he be content to eat his mor- 
- felf alone, for his heart panted for the ſalvation of all 
his neighbours, | 

The Chriſtmas following he deſired me to go and 
2 at Leeds; but when I gave notice of it to the 

ciety, they adviſed me not to go till we had kept 
day of faſting and prayer. So we humbled ourſelves 
before the Lord on the Friday, and on Sunday night I 
went to Leeds, ſeveral of the brethren accompany- 
ing me. As we were going over the bridge, we 
met two men who ſaid to me, If you attempt to 
preach in Leeds, you mult not expect to come out 
again alive; for there 1s a company of men that 
ſwear they will kill you.” I ſaid, © They muſt aſk 
my father's leave; for if he has any more work for 
me to do, all the men in the town cannot kill me 
till I have done it.“ 

When we got to Brother Shkent's, he had provided 
a Jarge empty houſe to preach in, and it was well 
filled with people. As ſoon as I got upon the ſtairs, 
I felt an awful ſenſe of God reſt upon me, and the 
people behaved as people that feared God, and re- 
ceived the word with meekneſs. 

Now Armley ſociety became a nurſing mother to 
the new-born ſouls of Leeds; for there were ſeve— 
Tal ſteady ſouls at Armley, who had ſtood from the 
beginning without wavering, and I truſt we ſhall 
meet together in heaven. | 

Some time aſter we had began at Leeds, Mr, 
John Bennet, from Chanley, in Derbyſhire, came to 
dur town, and ſent for me to the inn: I did not 
know him, but by his dreſs I took him to be a 

Preacher, I ſaid, * I do not know you: pray what 
is your name? He told me, I aſked him if he came 
from Mr, Weſley ? He ſaid, no: he was not in con- 
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nexion with him; he was in fellowſhip with the 
Moravian brethren but he had had a great opinion 
of Mr. Weſley for ſome time, till he ſaw a little 
pamphlet which Mr, Weflzy had lately publiſhed, 
which he ſtiles, The Character of a Methodiſt, and it 
turned his mind, I ſaid, “Sir, what do you find 
wrong there?” He replied, © There is too much 
— 5 in it for me.“ I ſaid, © Then you think 
a leſs degree of holineſs will fit you for heaven, 
than what is mentioned there; pray what are the 
words you ſtumble at?” On his telling me, I 
ſaid, “ They are the words of St. _ But he 
faid, © We know by experience that there is no 
ſuch thing to be attained in this life.“ I faid, © If your 
experience does not anſwer to what St. Paul and 
John ſpeak, I ſhallnot regard it;“ and when I men- 
tioned ſome paſſages of ſcripture, he ſaid, he did not 
believe that what I ſaid was ſcripture, I pulled out 
my bible, and ſhewed him the words; and when 
he had read them, his countenance changed, and 

heicavilled no more, 
When we met again, we ſeemed to be of one 
heart and judgment; for God revealed his will to 
him ſoon after he had parted with me, and made 
him an inſtrument to turn many to righteouſneſs, 
and to bring me and my brethren to preach in Lan- 
caſhire, Cheſhire, and Derbyſhure, 
The firſt time I went, he met me at Marſden, to 
conduct me to Cheſhire; but as I went over a great 
common, a little behind Huddersfield, a dog leaped 
out of the heath and came and {ſmelled at my leg, 
and walked by my fide for near a mile; he then 
went to the, houſes that were a little out of the way, 
and bit ſeveral dogs, and came running after me 
again, ſo walked by my fide till he ſaw another 
houſe, where he fought with a dog, then followed 
me again; thus he went on for about five miles, 
and went with me into the inn at Mar/den, when 
he fat down by my ſide. There were ſeveral 
men in the houſe, whom I aſked if any of them 
knew whoſe dog he was, but none of them _ 
tell. 


che people crowded about us in ſuch a manner, that 
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tell. I ſaid, „I think he is mad; but they laughed. 


me to ſcorn. Soon after another dog came in, and 
he went and bit him directly, and ran out and bit 
four more, when the men purſued and killed him, 
When I ſaw, that God had kept me in ſuch im- 
mediate danger, I was-greatly humbled before him. 

As Mr. Bennet and I went over Stanedge, we met 
David Taylor, who had got ſo much into the poor 


finnerfhup, that he would ſcarce ſpeak to me: he 


called Mr. Bennet to a diſtance, and ſaid, he was 
ſorry that he was going to take me into Derbyſhire 
for I was fo full of the law and reaſon, that I thould 
do a great deal of hurt wherever I preached, 
I preached twice that afternoon, once at Hophine 
it, in Lancajhire, and the other time at IWoodley, 
in Cheſhire, It was given out, unknown-to me, for 
me to preach at Manckeſter-crofs on the Sunday in 
the afternoon, About ten people went with me 
from Mr. Lockwood to Mancheſter : when we ar- 
rived there, I do not know but there might be two 
thouſand people gathered together at the ccoſs; and 
molt of them behaved well; but when I was in the 
middle of my diſcourſe, one at the outſide of the 
congregation threw a {lone which cut me on the 
head: however, that made the people give greater 
attention, eſpecially when they ſaw the blood run 
down my face; ſo that all was quiet till I had done 
and was ſinging a hymn: then the conſtable and 
his deputy-came and ſeized me and Mr, Bennet, 
and ſaid we muſt go before the juſtice. I aſked, 
% By what order?” He held up his ſtaff, ſaying 
that was his warrant, and he would make me go, 
I anſwered, Iwill not reſiſt; for if I have done 
any thing contrary to the law, I ought to ſuffer by 


the law.” He ſaid, I ſhould ſuffer for what I had 


done: then he began to ſtrike the people that 


-crowded about us, As ſoon as he and his deputy 


could get through the multitude, they out-ran us; 
when I called and ſaid, “ Stay, Gentlemen, for we 
cannot get through the people as faſt as you.” But 
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we ſaw the Conſtable no more. Aſterwards we 
rode to Jonathan Holmes's, That night we had a 
bleſſed meeting; and the Lord was much with us, 
all the time I ſtayed in thoſe parts. 

Soon after Mr, ohn Weſley came into Yorkſhure 
again; and the Lord blefſed his coming to many 
fouls, When he ſet out for Newcaſtle, he deſired me 
to go to Grimſby in Lincolnſhire, and to ſpend a few 
days there, among ſome people that had once run 
well, but were turned out of the way, by one that 
had come down from London, who had got into 
the poor finnerſhip, and was made free from the 
righteous law of God, and from all ordinances and 
good works, He brought many of them into his 
own liberty, ſo that they ſold their prayer-books, 
left off reading and praying, and followed the mo- 
tions of their own minds, which they called the 
lamb in their hearts : but one or two remained un- 
der the law as they called it, that is, they {til con- 
tinued to read the bible, and durſt not leave off 
prayer, nor any other ordinance that Chriſt had 
appointed. Theſe came to Epworth to ſeek the 
pure goſpel; and when they heard Mr, Weſley, 
| my ſaid his word was as ſweet wine to a thirſty 
oul, | 

I ſet out with a great ſenſe of my own weakneſs, 
and was ready to turn back: then I opened my 
bible, where theſe words were written, 1 was afraid 
and went and hid my talent in the ground. I cried 
out, “ Lord, give me ſtrength nf. underſtandin 
for the work, if thou haſt called me. to it.” 
Opened my book again, on the 14th chapter of 
{ſaiah and 1ſt verſe, For the Lord will have merty 
on Jacob, and will yet chooſe 1ſrael, and ſet them in 
therr own land, and the ftrangers ſhall be joined with 
them. That night I came to Epworth, and preached 
to a large congregation, | 

The next morning, I and a man that belonged 
to Grimſby, and a boy about twelve years of age, 
let out on foot for Grimſby, but night came upon 
us when we were five miles ſhort of it, and there 

being 
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being no public-houſe near, we went to ſeveral 
farm-houſes to aſk for lodging, but could get none. 
Then we went to a poor houſe, where I prevailed 
with the people to [et the boy lie with two of their 
own boys; and I ſaid to the man, © Let us go and 
ſeek a bed ſomewhere elſe, or a ſtable to lie in,” 
As we went on in the dark, we ſaw a light at a 
ſmall diſtance, and we went over a field to it, 1 
knocked at the door, and they bid us come in; 
there were four men, three women, and two boys 
fitting by the fire. As ſoon as I entered, I ſaid, 
„Peace be to this houſe ;”” at which words the peo- 

le ſtarted up as if I bad thrown fire at them; I 
aid, We are two wayfaring men, and if you will 
entertain us for a night, we will ſatisfy you. They 
got us a good ſupper, and made up a good bed, I 
talked to them about the way of ſalvation, and 
went to prayer with them, and they were ſo taken, 
that the maſter and the miſtreſs talked to me two 
hours after we. were in bed. The next morning 
after breakfaſt, I went to pay the woman; but ſhe 
ſaid her buſband charged her to take nothing, but 
on the contrary, to give us ſome money to ſupport 
us on the road; but I ſaid, „Not one farthing 
will we have, and if you will not take our money, 
I pray God reward you witheverlaſting conſolation. 
We then went where we had left the boy, and 
paid the people for him, and ſet out for Grimſly, 
which we reached by ten o'clock. The peopleloon 
heard that I was come, and flocked to me direBly, 
when I prayed with them, and began to exhort, but 
many of them deſpiſed my words, ſaying, I was too 
legal for them. 1 then took up my bible and ſaid, 
© Hear ye the word of the Lord!” So I read two 
or three verſes, and bid them try themſelves by that 
ſtandard; then I read in another place, and ſaid, 
If you will compare your conſcience with theſe 
ſcriptures, you may ſee what ſtate your fouls are 
in.“ One woman turned pale and began to tremble, 
laying „I clearly ſee we are deluded, and that what 


we called the lamb in our hearts is nothing but the 
devil, 
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devil. Then ſhe cried out, „ Alas! alas! what 
mult we do?” We went to prayer again, and God 
made the kingdom of Satan to ſhake once more in 
that place, 

The ſecond night, a ſchoolmaſter ſent me word, 
that he would give me leave to preach in his ſchool, 
which would hold ſeveral hundreds of people: but 
thoſe that had fallen into the poor finnerſhip told 
me, if I did, they durſt not go to hear me, for the 
ſhould be mobbed, and I ſhould be killed. I ſaid, 
„As the gentleman has made me the offer, I will ac- 
cept it, arid by the grace of God will preach, if 
there were as many devils in it, as there are tiles 
on it.“ Accordingly I went, and it was well filled 
from fide to ſide, and the people behaved well; I 
found great liberty in ſpeaking, and when 1 had 
done, ſeveral cried out, „This is the way of 
ſalvation,” 

When I came back to brother Blow's thoſe that 
had been ſhorn of their ſtrength, confeſſed their 
fearfulneſs, and ſaid, While we continued in the 
ſpirit in which we were converted, we were as bold 
as lions, Oh, what ſhall we do to recover our 
ſtrength?” I told them to humble themſelves be- 
fore the Lord with prayer and faſting, and he would 
ſnatch them out of the ſnare of the devil, and give 
them back their firſt love. 

I preached again the next morning. and ſet out 
for Epworth; in my way I ſtopt at Ferry, where I 

reached at four in the afternoon, and got into 
Epworth by ſeven that evening. 
| When I came there, ſuch a large company was 
1 585 together, that I could not get into the 

ouſe, nor yet one third of the people, tho' it was 
dark and ſnowed: however, I defired them to hand 
me out a chair; ſo I ſtood up in the ſnow, and 
preached, and they behaved as well as ever I knew 
a congregation in my life; and it appeared that 
God blefled his word to many ſouls that night. 

When I went home, I found God had opened 
the mouth of Jonathan Reeves, and bleſſed his word 
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to numbers about Birſtal: and we laboured together 
for ſome time, till I returned again into Mr. Ben- 
net 's round, . 
I went into the Peak to preach at Monyaſh, when 
a clergyman, with a great company of men that 
worked in the lead-groves, all being in liquor, came 
in juſt as I began to give out the hymn: as ſoon as 
we began to ſing, he began to halloo and ſhout, as 
if he was hunting with a pack of hounds, and fo 
continued all the time we ſang, When I began to 
pray, he attempted to overturn the chair that I 
{ſtood on, but he could not, although he ſtruck ſo 
violently with his foot, that he broke one of the 
arms of the chair quite off, When I began to 
preach, he called on his companions to pull me 
down; but they replied, “ No, Sir, the man ſays 
nothing but the truth; pray Sir, hold your peace 
and let us hear what he has to ſay?” He then came 
himſelf, took me by the collar of my ſhirt, and 
pulled me down; then he tore down my coat cuffs, 
and attempted to tear it down the back, then took 
me by the collar and ſhook me, I ſaid, © Sir, 
vou and I muſt ſhortly appear at the bar of God to 
ive an account of this night's work.“ He replied, 
„% What! muſt you and I appear before God's bar 
together.“ Iſaid, “As ſure as we look one another 
in the face now.” IIe let go my throat, took my 
bible out of my hand, and turning it over and over, 
ſaid, * It is a right bible; andif you preach by the Spi- 
rit of God, let me hear you preach from this text;“ 
which was, Wiſdom ſtrengthened the wife, more than 
ten mighty men in the city: then I got up and began 
to ſpeak from his text, and if any offered to make a 
noiſe, the grovers ſaid, © Hold your peace, or we 
will make you, and let us hear what he will make 
of the parſon's text.” As I went on, the parſon 
ſaid, “That is right, that is true;“ after a while he 
looked round and ſaw many in tears; then he 
looked at me, and went away, leaving me to finiſh 
my diſcourſe in peace, All the reſt of the round 
I had peaceable meetings; and the Lord kept 
{till adding to the number of his children, 
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At my return, I began to preach in the open 
ſtreet, at brother Shent's door, in Leeds, and great 
companies flocked to hear me. The firſt time I 
ſtood up in the ſtreet, I was ſtruck on the head 
with an egg and two potatoes, but that neither 
hindered me from ſpeaking, nor them from hearing, 
I heard that ſeveral ſerious people, as ſoon as I 
had done, went to an old 4 to aſk his 
advice about the docttine I had preached, and told 
him as much of the ſermon as they could: he ſaid, 
he hoped no one had diſturbed me for preaching 
that doctrine; they told him ſome had thrown 
potatoes at me, and ſpoiled my wig and coat with a 
rotlen egg; he aid, he would rather loſe his arm 
than throw at any man for preaching ſuch doc- 
trine: for that was the marrow of the goſp<cl, 
Many loft their prejudice by his word, and em- 
braced. the truth with joy; ſo that I preached in 
the ſtreets in Leeds, every other, Sunday morning, 
with very little diſturbance, 

After ſome time | went into Lincolnſhire again 
and the congregation was ſo large at Griamſey, that I 
was obliged to ſtand upon a table at brother Blow's 
back-door for ſeveral days together, As I was 
preaching, the miniſter and three men came to play 
at quoits, as near the people as they could get; but 
wa all their playing and ſhouting, they could not 
draw any one from hearing. | | 

Some friends from Tetney and Cleathorps got me 
to go to a ſhepherd's houſe near the ſea-coaſt. 
There was a large company gathered together in 
that deſert, and I opened my book on the iſt of 
Galatians and gd verle, Grace be unto you, and peace 
from God the Father, and from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who gave himſelf for our fins, that he might deliver us 
from this preſent evjl world, according to the will 0 
God and our Father, I felt much of the Lord's 
preſence, and the power of God was ſo great amon 
us, that the people ſell flat on their faces, or kndeled 
down on their knees, ſo that there was not one left 
itanding, and their cry was ſo great, that my voice 
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could not be heard; then I fell qn my knees and 
called upon the Lord to heal the bones that were 
broken, and I believe many will praiſe God for that 
meeting to all eternity. 

In my return to Epworth, I was deſired to go by 
Haintan, and ſeveral from Crimſby went with me. 
When we got there, l/illiam Fenwick told me, there 
was a company of men at the bowling-green, who 
had made themſelves almoſt drunk on purpole to 
kill me: I told him that God was my defence, and 
I beheved he would deliver me from them all. As 
ioon as they heard I was come, they all left the 
bowls, and came to William Fenwick's, many of them 
with ſticks abouttwo feet long and as thickasa man's 
wriſt: ſome of them began to ſing a pſalm, and 
others to curſe and ſwear; but I reproved them, and 
they had no power to meddle with me. At the ap- 
pointed hour I went into the ſtreet, and ſpoke to 
them in the name of the Lord: and God put a 
bridle in the jaws of the wicked, ſo that they ſtood 
patiently to hear, while I was reaſoning with them 
about the neceſlity of being made holy here, that 
we may not be damned eternally. A luſty, red- 
faced gentlewoman exclaimed aloud, “I am a pa- 

iſt, and believe I ſhall be cleanled in purgatory.“ 

Vhen I had done, I ſaid, “ I appeal to all your 
conſciences, that I have not ſpoken my own words, 
but the words of the Lord.” A gentleman anſwered, 
we allow all you lay is true; yet you deſerve to be 
ſet in the ſtocks for delivering it in the ſtreet, 

As I went into the houſe, one hit me with an eg 
on my head, and the people crouded fo faſt into the 
houſe that I could ſcarce turn me; at laſt I got to 
fit upon a dreſſer, and ſpoke to him for an hour, 
and God began to work on ſeveral of them ; but as 
ſoon as they began to tremble and cry out, Lord 
ſave, or we perith,” others made all the haſte they 
could to get out of the houle.” 

When Ll got to Epworth, I found the people much 
in earneſt, and my own loul was greatly bleſſed 
in ſpeaking to them, 
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After I had laboured in Votre a while longer, 
Mr. John Weſley ſent for me to London: but by this 
time J had almoſt worn out my clothes, and did not 
know where the nxt ſhould come from: my wife 
ſaid I was not fit to go any where as I was; and 1 
ſaid, „“I have worn them out in the Lord's work, 
and he will not let me want long.” Two days after, 
a itradeſman in our parith, that did not belong to 
our ſociety, came to my houſe, and brought me a 
piece of blue cloth for a coat, and a piece of black 
cloth for a waiſtcoat and breeches; lo 1 ſee the 
Lord is mindful of them that truſt in him. 

As ſoon as I well could, I ſet out for London on 
foot, but one of my neighbours was going, and he 
took my pace, and let me ride ſometimes. | preach- 
ed at Nottingham Croſs as I went. 

I Raid a few days at London, then Mr. Richards 
and I ſet out for Oxford, We both preached at 
High Wycombe as we went, 

When we came to Oxford, we met three young 
gentlemen in their gowns in the ſtreet, but I think 
I never heard a ſoldier or a failor, {wear worſe than 
they did. Mr, Richards being firſt, and a Collegian 
himſelf ſaid, Gentlemen, I am aſhamed to hear 
you: it is a {ad thing, that you Thould come here to 
learn to be gnides to others inthe way to heaven, 
and continue to go in the way of deſtruction vour- 
ſelves!” One of them faid with a curſe, What 
are you a prefbyterian ?” When I ſpoke, another 
of them laid, + Theſe chaps belong to poor Weſley ;' 
fo they went away, 

We ſpent a ſabbath at Oxford; and ſome of the 
Collegians behaved very rudely as I was preaching 
in the evening ; but the Lord put his hook in their 
Jaws, and kept them from doing any harm to the 
people, or hindering me in my diſcourſe, | 

The next day we got to Cirenceſter, and ſtaid two 
nights there ; and one of the brethren went with 
us to Briſtol. | 


All this journey, we had but one horſe between 
Mr, Richards and me, | 
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After J had ſtaid a few days at Briſtol, and had 
once preached at Bath, Mr. Weſley, Mr. Downs and 
I ſet out for Cornwall. Mr. Downs and I had but 
one horſe, ſo we rode by turns. Mr, Weſley preach- 
ed at Taunton Croſs and Exeter Caſtle as we went, 
We generally ſet out before Mr, Weſley and Mr, 
Shepherd. 

One day having travelled twenty miles without 
baiting, we came to a village and enquired for an 
inn; but the people told us there was none in the 
town, nor any on our road within twelve Corn:fi 
miles: then I ſaid, Come, brother Downs, we 
muit live by ſaith.” When we had ſtood a while, 
I faid, © Let us go to yonder houſe, where the ſtone 
porch is, and aſk for ſomething; ſo we did, and the 
woman ſaid, * We have bread, butter, and milk, 
and good hay for your horſe,” When we had re- 
freſhed ourſelves, I gave the woman a ſhilling ; but 
ſhe {aid, ſhe did not deſire any thing; I ſaid, “ I in- 
fit upon it.“ 

We got to Bodmin that night; but it was late be- 
fore Mr. Wefley and Mr. Shepherd arrived, having 
loſt the path on the twelve- mile- common, and found 
the way again by the ſound of the bells. The next 
day we got to Ne and the day after to St. Ives. 
The following day I worked at my own bulinels, . 
and continued to work for ſeveral days, 

When I had done my job of work, I went to St. 
Tufts, and preached at the croſs to a large company 
of well behaved people. Then 1 went to the Land's 
End, and preached the ſame evening. The next 
morning, which was Sunday, I came to Morva 
church: after ſervice I preached there, and in the 
evening at Zunnor. 

When I had been out a week, I returned to St. 
Toes, and ſound brother Downs in a fever, ſo that 
he was not able to preach at all, All that time 
Mr. Weſley and I lay on the floor: he had my great 
coat for his pillow, and I had Burkit's Notes on the 
New Teſtament for mine. 
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After being here near three weeks, one morning, 
about three o'clock, Mr. Weſley turned over. and 
finding me awake, clapped me on the fide, ſaying, 
© Brother Nelſon, let us be of good cheer ; I have 
one whole fide yet, for the {kin is off but one ſide.“ 

We uſually preached on the commons, going from 
one common to another, and it was but ſeldom any 
one aſked us to cat or drink. 

One day we had been at St. Hillary Downs, and 
Mr. WW:ftey had preached from ZEzeket's viſion of dry 
bones, and there was a ſhaking among the people, 
as he preached, And as he returned, Mr. Weſley 
itopped his horſe to pick the blackberries, ſaying, 
* Brother Ne/jon, we ought to be thank ful that there 
is plenty of black berries; for this 1s the beſt country 
I everſaw for getting a ſtomach, but the worſt that 
ever I ſaw for getiing food: dothe pes think, we 
can live by preaching?” I ſaid, “ I know not what 
they may think ; but one aſked me to eat ſomething, 
as ] came from St. Juſt, when Leat heartily of bar- 
ley bread and honey.” He ſaid, „ You was well 
off; I had a thought of begging a cruſt of bread of 
the woman, where I met the people at Morva, but 
forgot it till I had got ſome diſtance from the houſe.““ 

One Sunday, having been at the Land's-End in 
the morning, and at Morva at noon, I came to Zun- 
nor to preach at night, and got there before the af- 
ternoon ſervice begun. In the ſermon the miniſter 
ſaid; «Here is a people, that hold that damnable 
po0piſh dottrine of juſt cation by faith; therefore I 
beg you not to hear them,” After the ſervice was 
over, I went about two hundred yards from the 
church, and got upon a rock, where I began to ſing 
a hymn, and I believe the whole congregation 
came to hear me. According to the light I had, 1 
mewed what was the faith of the geſbel, and what 
the faith of the church of Rome. 

I ſtayed a fortnight after Mr. Weſley was gone, 
and 1 found my foul much bleſſed among the 
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When Mr, Weſley arrived at Briſtol, he wrote to 
me, and deſired me to call at three different places 
to preach, in my way to Briſtol, : | 

When I left Capt. Hitchens's, I was benighted on 
the twelve-mile common, and was wet to the {kin, 
but by the providence of God I came to the houle; 
where I had called in going down. I knocked at 
the duor, and the woman knew my voice, and ſaid, 
% The Lord bleſs you! come in.” As ſoon as I 
went into the houſe, they pulled off my wet clothes, 
and put me on dry ones, and got me ſomething 
warm for ſupper: they took my wet clothes out of 
my bags, which they rinced, dried, and ironed, 
We fang a hymn, went to prayer, and I gave them 
an exhortation that night, The next morning, the 
man roſe vp, and alarmed that and another village, 
ſo that by ſeven o'clock I had about three hundred 
to preach to, who all ſeemed to receive the word 
with joy. I heard, ſoon afterwards, that the man 
and his wife, who reccived us; had received the 
Lord that ſent us, 

The next night I came to Sticklepath, and preached 
to a large congregation in a field. As I was ſpeak- 
ing, a woman, who had been brought up a Quaker, 
began to tremble, and in a little time ſunk down 
upon the graſs, and laid till I had done, Then 
they brought her to Mrs. Bidgood's, where I was; 
and I prayed with her. Although moſt of the 
company were Quakers, yet they deſired me to 
ling, and read ſeveral of our hymns, 

The next morning, before I began to preach, the 
woman that fell down, with two more, came into 
the room where I was, and ſaid, „I had no reſt in 
the night, the anguiſh of my foul was ſo great, and 
I defire thee to pray with me.“ We went to prayer, 
and when we role up. ſhe ſaid, O praiſe the Lord, 
tor to-day is the day of Pentecoſt with me.“ 

After I had done preaching, an excileman, who 
came from Crockern-IWells, told me, that it was given 
out for me to preach there at ten o'clock that fore- 
noon, and he was to conduct me. So we ſet out 

directly, 
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directly, and I preached in an orchard, Among 
the reſt of the people was a clergyman and his wife. 
All behaved well, | 

Almoſt as {oon as J alighted at the Oxford. inn, in 
Exeter, a man came to conduct me to the place, 
where I was to preach, There wasaclergyman in 
the next room, who foon came into the room where 
I was, and aſked me how the two Mr. IWefleys did, 
and inſiſted upon my ſupping with him. I told him, 
I muſt go to preach firſt, He laid he would go with 
me; which he did. As I was preaching, the clerk 
of a pariſh fell down, and after him another man 
and woman : they did not cry out, but lay groaning 
for mercy. After I had done, and the greater part 
of the people gone, I went to prayer with them 
that were in diitrets, | 

As we went back to the inn, the clergyman ſaid, 
& I dare not pray as you did to-night ; you prayed 
that God would give you ſome fruit in that place, 
as he had done 1n others: I have been a preacher 
for many years, and I cannot fay that I have hack 
any fruit, that any one has been converted by m 
preaching in all my life,” I rephed, © If you be 
not converted yourſelf, and have nota greater com- 
miſſion than man can give you, you may preach all 
your days, and never convert one foul,” 

When we were at ſupper, he aſked me how Mr, 
Meſley went on: and when he heard how he lived, 
and how he was treated by wicked men, he ſaid, 
&« If that be the way to heaven, I think I ſhall never 
get there; my fleſh is not braſs, nor my bones iron.“ 
I replied, « You do not know what you can hear, 
till you come to be tried,” He fad, „Well, I be- 
lieve Mr, Weſley is the greateſt man inthe kingdom, 
but I think he uſes too much auſterity,” We talked, 
till eleven o'clock, then parted m love. I ſaw him 
no more, but have heard fince that he receives Mr, 
Weſley to preach in his church, and that God hath 
made him an in{trument of converting ſinners. 

I preached the next morning, and then ſet out for 
Axminſter, where I preached in the open ſtreet, at 


three 
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three in the afternoon, to a well-behaved people, 
though it was the ſecond day of their fair. 

The next day, I went to Thorngrove near Middle 
fey. That night God bleſſed his word to ſeveral, as 
appeared afterwards, One gentlewoman was con- 
vinced that night, who four years after ſent my wife 
four guineas, which came in good time ; for ſhe had 
borrowed four guineas of a neighbour to buy a cow, 
and the time for payment was come, and ſhe had not 
money to pay. 

When 1 got to Briſtol, I found my foul much 
bleſſed among the people, and in thoſe ten days 
there were ſeveral that found the Lord, 

In my return home, I preached at Stroud, and 
ſeveral other places in my way to Wedneſbury, whi- 
ther I came not long after the people had been 
mobbed in ſuch a cruel manner, I preached in an 
open yard to very large congregations of people, ſe- 
veral times; ſome of the mobbers came to hear me, 
but all behaved well: ſo he, who ſtops the raging 
of the ſea, can ſtay the madneſs of the people. 

After {pending a few days there, I fet out for 

"oftingham, and ſtaid there two days. I preached 
at the Malt Croſs on the ſabbath, to a large congre- 
gation, in great peace; but Monday being a re- 
joicing day, they had bonfires in the market-place, 
and ſome came with ſquibs to diſturb me as I was 
preaching. One of them threw a ſquib on fire cloſe 
to my heels, but a woman kicked jt away; the man 
cauglit it up again to throw at me, but it burſt in 
his hand, and he went away ſhaking his head, An- 
other came on the low {ide of the croſs, with a de- 
ſign to throw one in my face; but I did not turn 
my face that way as foon as he expected, fo that it 
burſt in his own hand, As ſoon as I had done, a 
ſerjeant in the army came to me with tears in his 
eyes, and laid, © In the preſence of God, and all 
this people, I beg your pardon ; for I came on pur- 

oſe to mob you, but when I could get no one to 
aſſiſt me, I {ſtood to hear you, and am convinced of 
the deplorable. ſtate my foul is in, and I believe 
you 
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you are a ſervant of the living God, He then 
iſſed me, and went away weeping. 

When I got home, I found my wife much bet- 
ter, though never likely to recover her former 
ſtrength ; owing to the perſecution ſhe met with at 
IVakefield, when Mr. Larwood was mobbed there. 
After they had abuſed him, ſhe with ſome women 
ſet out for Birftal, a mob followed them into the 
fields; when they overtook them, ſhe turned about 
and __ to them, upon which all the men re- 
turned without touching them; but the women 
followed them till they came to a gate, where they 
ſtopt them; they damned her, ſaying, © You are 
Nelſon's wife, and here you ſhall die.” They ſaw 
ſhe was big with child, yet beat her on the body ſo 
cruclly, that they killed the child in her womb, 
and ſhe went home and miſcarried directly ; this 
treatment ſhe has reaſon to remember to her hive's 
end; but God more than made it up to her, by fill 
ing her heart with peace and love. 

There had been {ome diſturbance at Leeds, and I 
was the firſt that ſtood up after, at brother Shent's 
door, A number of men had proteſted to pull down 
the firſt man that attempted to preach there ; but if 
the fear of God could not reſtrain them, the fear of 
the magiſtrates did, ſo that they did not meddle with 
me; only ſome boys threw about a peck of turnips 
at me, but not one of them hit me, That was a 
bleſſed morning to many ſouls; two that had heen 
enemies, were ſtruck to the ground, and cried out 
for the diſquietude of their ſouls. 1 preached often 
afterwards with little diſturbance, and believers 
were multiplied in Leeds. 

After 1 had ſtaid a few months in Yorkſhire, I 
went a third time into Lincoinſarre. As I went 
through Epworth, we had peaceable and blefſed 
meetings; but when I came to Grimpby, the miniſ- 
ter got a man to beat the town drum through the 
town, and went before the drum, and gathered all 
the rabble he could, giving them liquor to go with 
him to fight for the church, When they 9 

Ir. 


Ls » cout tn. . - 


4 
* 
4B 
9 
: 
k 
* 
F 
— 
"4 
4 


ug — 7 


ve eee 


—— 3 2 5 ere 


28 


„) 


Mr. Blow's door, they ſet up three huzzas, and the 
parſon cried out, “ Pull down the houle, pull 
down the houſe!” but no one offered to touch the 
houſe till I had done preaching : then they broke 
the windows, till they had not left one whole 
ſquare about the houſe; and as the people went out, 
they abuſed them, till ſome of the mob a to 
fight their fellows for abuſing the women, ſo that 
moſt of the people got away while they were fight- 
ing one with another, Not long after the miniſter 
gathered them together again, and gave them more 
drink; then they came and broke the ſtanchions ot 
the windows, pulled up the paving in the ſtreets, 
which they threw in at the windows, and broke 
the houſehold goods in pieces, the parſon cryingout, 
& If they will not turn out the villain, that we may 
put him in the black-ditch, pull down the houſe.” 
While they were drumming, curſing, and ſwear- 
ing, fighting and breaking the goods, one of their 
neighbours, who was not a hearer, went to an al- 
derman, and ſaid, ſome order muſt be taken with 
theſe men, for if they be ſuffered to go on as they 
do, they will ruin William Blow, and I fear they 
will kill ſomebodv,” But the good alderman ſaid 
he would do nothing but lend them his maſh-tub to 
pump the preacher in. Then the mob fell out 
again one with another, and di{perſed, when they 
had laboured from ſeven till almoſt twelve at night. 
The parſon ſaid to the drummer, „I will reward 
you for your pains, but be ſure to come at five in 
the morning, for the villain will be preaching again 
then.” So the drummer did, and began to beat, 
Juſt as I was going to give out the hymn, When 
he had beat for near three quarters of an hour, 
and ſaw it did not diſturb us, he laid down his 
drum, and ſtood to hear for himſelf, and the tears 
9 ran down his cheeks, When I had ended, 
e expreſſed great ſorrow for what he had done to 
dilturb us. As he and ſome others went up the 
town, the parſon met them, and bid them be ſure to 
come at ſeven o'clock, He ſaid, . No, Sir; I will 


never 
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never beat the drum to diſturb yonder people any 
more, while breath is in my body,” So that we 
had great peace in our ſhattered houſe that night, 
and God's preſenee amongſt us, 

The next day I went to Hainton ; and when I 
had done preaching, a grave elderly gentleman came 
to me, and ſaid, + Your doctrine is ſound, but it 
would far better become a church.” I ſaid, “Sir, 
if a man was hungry in the midſt of a deſert, and 
wholeſome food was brought to him, he would not 
refuſe to eat, becauſe he was not in the dining- 
room.“ He replied, you are right, you are right, 
I thank you kindly, and wiſh you well, and that 
much good may be done by you whereſoever you 
preach, for good food is good, wherever it is eaten.“ 

When I got to Epworth, I was told, the clerk was 
drunk, and had been ſwearing he would pull down 
the preacher, and take him to ſuch an alehouſe, 
where the curate and ſome other men were drink - 
ing. .In the evening, as I was preaching, he came 
ſtaggering, and ruſhed in among the people, cry- 
ing, “Stand out of the way; for I muſt have the 
preacher : he muſt go before my maſter, that is in 
{uch an alehouſe.“ One aſked him where his war- 
rant was? he ſaid he had none, but his maſter had 
ſent him, and he would make me go with him, 
The peopie bid him hold his peace, or get about 
his buſineſs; and when he began to be rude, one 
took him up in his arms, laid him down upon a 
dunghill and there left him, 

After I got home, it was much impreſſed upon 
me, that ſome trial was coming upon me; and ſe- 
veral times when I was preaching, I have faid, 
© There is cloud gathering, and it will burſt over 
my head; O, pray for me!“ 

After tlas, I ſtayed ſome time in Yorkſhire, and 
ſinners were daily turning from their evil ways; ſo 
that ſeveral alehouſe-keepers curſed me to my face, 
and told me I ought to be tranſported, for I preached 
io much hell and damnation, that 1 terrified the 


people 


people ſo, that they durſt not ſpend ſixpence” with a 
neighbour, 
dome time aſter, I met a gentleman as I was rid- 
ing to Leeds, who ſaid lomething about the weather. 
I faid, „ The Lord orders all things well.” He 
reſently laid, [ know you, for 1 have heard you 
breach, but I do not like you: you lay a wrong 
$369 0 for {alvation : do. you think that the 
lood of another man will ſave me.“ I ſaid, St, 
Paul faith, other foundations can no mam lay but Chriſt- 
Telus; but you lay that is a wrong foundation: 
upon what terms do you expect to be ſaved,” He 
ſaid, By good works.“ I replied, © You will be 
the firſt that got to heaven that way: but, ſuppoſe 
you could, what would you do when you come 
there ? He laid, * What do others do there?“ I 
anſwered, «They ting glory to God that fitteth on the 
throne, and to ihe Lamb for ever and ever, that was 
Hain, and hath redeemed us by his blood ; but your 
ſong will be, Clory be to myſelf ; for T have quackened 
my own foub, and qualiſied myſeif for heaven. O Sir, 
what a Icandalous ſong will you have to {ing? It 
will make diſcord in keaven,” He turned ale, and 
ſaid nothing lor lone time, When he 57 rode 
awhile, he faid, © All the Lord requires of us is, 
To do juſtice, to love mercy, and walk humbly with 
God.” I ſaid, © Do you expect to ſtand or fall b 
that ſcripture 555 He ſaid, & I do;”” then I ation 
« You are loſt for ever, if you ate to go to heaven 
for doing juſtly, for loving mercy, and walking 
humbly with God: I appeal to your conſcience, if 
vou have not come ſhort in every one of theſe du- 
ties: have you dealt with every man, as you would 
have him do to you, in all circumſtances ever ſince 
you knew good from evil ? Suppole you had, have 
you dealt juitly with God, and employed every 
talent that he has committed to your charge, to his 
glory, both time, wiſdom, and learning ; houſe, 
land, health, and trade? If you have uſed any one 
talent, and not to the glory of God, you have rob. 
bed Ka” Then 1 ſpoke of the other two, He 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, © There is repentance :” but J replied, © Not 
for you; for you are to be ſaved for doing juſt- 
ly, for loving mercy, and walking humbly with 
God: if you come ſhort of theſe duties, you muſt 
be damned.” He ſaid, + Lord have mercy on me! 
you are enough to make any man deſpair.“ Ves, I 
laid, of ſaving himſelf, that he may come to Jeſus 
Chriſt and be ſaved,” He ee no more; but 
heard me patiently, and parted friendly. 

One Sunday I was at a chapel, where the mini- 
ſter laboured much to perſuade the people that there 
was no ſuch thing as the forgiveneſs of fins in this 
world; when he had done, he ſent the clerk to de- 
fire me to call upon him; I did fo, and he told me, 
he underſtood I was he that went about to delude 
the people, telling them they might know their fins 
forgiven in this world, and there is no ſuch thing; 
he laid, he did not know his own fins were for- 
given, and he had talked with leveral learned di- 
vines, and there was not one of them that did; and 
ſeveral believed they muſt never know-it, till the 
day of judgment. I ſaid, © Sir, what will become 
of their ſouls till then, will they he in heaven or 
hell?” He ſaid, © It was an unfair queſtion,” I 
{aid, * Sir, if what you lay be true, every time we 
uſe the church prayers, we offer the ſacrifice of fogls, 
and mock God to his face : for this day, you and all 
the congregation, in my preſence, prayed that God 
would forgive you all your fins, negligences, and 
ignorances: and you affirmed, in the preſence of 
God, that he pardoneth and abſolveth all them 
that truly repent, and unfeignedly believe the 

ofpel ; if he do not, you ate a falle witneſs and a 
. 04 0 of the people; yea, and a contemner of the 
word of God; for St. Peter faith, To him give allthe 
prophets witneſs, that whoſoever belteveth in him, ſhall 
receive forgiveneſs of their fins, And St. Paul ſaith, 
By him all that believe are juſtified from all things, 
He doth not ſay they ſhall be juſtihed at the day of 
judgment, but all that believe are juſtified. And 
St. John ſaith, 1 write py you little children, becauſe 
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vour fins are forgiven for his name's ſake,” He 
laid. You take ſome part of ſcripture,” I ſaid, 
„ leave all the reſt to you to contradict me if you 
can, For this day you have denied the faith of the 
church you call yourſelf a miniſter of; as ſhe ſaith, 
before the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of his 
holy Spirit, no good work can be done. But you 
fay there is no ſuch thing as inſpiration to be expected 
in this age. And yet you prayed, that God would 
cleanſe the thoughts of your hearts by the inſpira- 
tion of his holy Spirit.“ Then he ſaid, © You a 
00 good a memory for me: landlady, bring us a 
pint of ale;“ ſo ] left him, | 
One man in our town that had run well for a ſea- 
fon, but had turned from us, and was become a hap- 
by nner, now invited the Germans to preach at his 
houſe. One of their chief preachers came, and ſaid, 
(after preaching) they had been aſking their Saviour 
about preaching in Brrftal; and the Lamb had made 
it plain to them, the time was come that they ſhould 
have a church in Bixſtal; which one came and told 
me; I ſaid, God hath ſhewed me to the contrary, 
and you may go and tell the preacher, that lamb 
that told them ſo, is a har,” They came ſeveral 
weeks together, but to no purpoſe. Then the 
preacher ſaid, * It is not the Lamb's will that they 
mould come any more.“ When they told me, I 
faid, „Their lamb is much given to change: he 
hath not continued in one mind for three months.“ 
After this, as I was going to Starncl:ff to work 
at my buſineſs, about five in the morning, I met 
with a diſſenting miniſter ; he {ſtopped me, and ſaid, 
Join, you go often this way: I would have you 
come and ſpend an hour with us, for I want to talk 
with you ;” I laid, „I have not an hour to ſpare, 
for I go to my work at five in the morning, and 
work till fix at night: then I have always ſome- 
where to go to preach; ſo that I have ſcarce time to 
read a chapter in the bible, but at my dinner hour; 
arid ſometimes I have to preach in that hour,” He 
laid, What do you mean by redemption? Do 
. | you 
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you mean that Chriſt hath died for all“ I ſaid; 


do believe he did, or he cannot judge all: for 
truth itſelf cannot condemn any man, becaule he 
will not believe a lye.“ „What do you mean ?”” 
{aid he; I ſaid, © Every man is bound to believe 
that he, by nature is a child of wrath; and by 
wilful fin, an heir of hell; and that while he 
was 1n that loft condition, the eternal Son of Gud, 
for his ſake, took upon him our nature ; and did in 
that nature fulfil all righteouſneſs for him, and at 
the laſt gave his foul an offering for ſins: hemuſt 
conſciouſly believe, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt lov- 
ed him, and gave himſelf for kim, or he mult be 
damned eternally, And if the Lord did not give 
himſelf for him, he muſt be damned, becauſe he 
doth not believe a lye. But you know it is ſaid, he, 
by the grace of God, taſted death for every man; 
and he gave himſelf a ranſom for all to be teſtihed 
in due Eaſon. And St. John ſaith, He ts the pro- 
pitiation for our fins and not for ours only, but for 
the fins of the whole world. Sir, there are numberlefs 
{criptures that ſay he did die for all; but ſhew me 
one that ſaith he did not die for all.” He ſaid, 
« If he died for all, why are not all ſaved?” I ſaid, 
6 Let the Lord anſwer for himſelf : Ye will not come 
unto me, that ye might have $6.4 He then ſaid, 
« You ſay it is of him that willeth.“ I faid, „It ig 
Chriſt that ſaith, Ye will not come to me, Do not 
pretend to be wiſer than the Lord that made you. 
You ſay you will have no zfs : but I fay, © If yon 
give the promiſe without the condition, God will 
take your name out of the book of life. I hope, 
you will weigh theſe things; I ſhall be glad to con- 
verſe with you at ſome other opportunity, for my 
time is now expired.“ 

Almoſt every day ſome would come to diſpute 
with me as I was at work, And I ſaw every day 
more clearly, that he that inſiſts on men being ſaved 
from their fins by Chriſt in this world, is like a 
ſpeckled bird; for all ſe&s and parties, that have 
not the life of Chriſt in them, to mock at. 
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One day two Quakers fell upon me very hotly, 
and told me, I was carnal; or elle I ſhould not 
make ule of carnal ordinances, nor ſcek the living 
among the dead. I told them, thoſe ordinances 
they called carnal, I knew to be ſpiritual ; for God 
had refreſhed my ſoul in the uſe of them by his ſpi- 
Tit : „ You ſay 1 ſeek the living amongſt the dead;“ 
but I do not; for I have found the Lord of life in the 
great congregation ; but if I would leave the church, 
where muſt I go to find a people that aretruly alive 
to God ? They told me if I was right I ſhould come 
to them; for they were the only people that had 
{piritual worſhip amongſt them. And they talked 
much about George Fox and William Penn, and ſaid, 
What think you of them?” I ſaid, I think well 
of them; but their graces will profit you nothing, 
except the ſame change be wrought in your hearts, 
as was in them; neither do I ſee that you are God's 
people any more than thole that go to church; for 
the Lord hath ſet a mark upon his children, and it 
will reſt on them as long as the world endureth,” 
They ſaid, „ What is that mark?“ I replied, 
« They are hated of all men that know not God: 
| for they that live aſter the Spirit, muſt be perſecuted 
by thoſe that live after the fleſh: I do not ſee 
that this is your caſe, any more than of them that 
go to church: your forefathers had that {pot of 
God's children; but you have loſt it as much as 
the church.” Then one of them turned pale, and 
ſaid, “ Do you believe that God hath no people in 
the land but the Methodiſts ? I replied, * I did not 
ſay ſo.” He ſaid, „They are the only people that 
are perſecuted now.” They then went away ſeem- 
ingly much diſcontented, 

As I was paſſing through part of Lancaſhire, I 
found the Lord reviving his work amongſt the 
people. After I had done preaching at one place, 
a man and his wife came to me, both in tears, and 
deſired me to pray with them: I did ſo, When I 
had done, I was exhorting them to abſtain from all 
evil, and to continue in prayer, and told them, 


God 


(AY 

God wonld ſhew mercy unto them, for the obedi- 
ence and bloodſhedding of his dear Son, Preſently 
a diſſenter broke out and ſaid, I was deceiving the 
% and ſetting them to lean on a broken reed, 
y telling them that another man's obedience and 
blood would atone for their fins. Laſked him how 
he could ſtand before that God, that is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, if there was no merit 
in the blood of Chriſt to atone for his fins?” He ſaid, 
Man has ſuch noble faculties, that if he improves 
them, he wil] thereby qualify himſelf for heaven ; 
but you degrade man's nature in your preaching, 
and ſet him on a level with the brute beafts.” I 
laid, © Did I ſo?” He replied, © Yes, you did; 
for I heard you mylelf,” I ſaid, © Then, Sir, you 
heard me preach falfe doftrine : for if J ſet a natural 
man upon a level with the beaſts, I ſet him greatly 
out of his place: I believe he is far worſe; for he 
hath not only the faculties of the beaſt, which are 
luft and earthly mindedneſs, but the nature of the 
devil, wrath, pride, malice, and ambition, ſo that he 
is three degrees worſe than a beaſt, till he is created 
a-new in Chriſt Jeſus: ſo thatif I ranked him among 
the beaſts, I ſet him above his place.“ Then he 
burſt out in anger: but I ſaid, “ Sir, make ule of 
that reaſon you ſpeak of, and let me fee you fave 
yourſelf from anger.” At which he was ready to 
{trike me; and went away leaving me, as he ſaid, 

in my ſtupid condition, | 
When I gotabout ten miles farther into the coun- 
try, another d:/enter came into a houſe, where I was 
at prayer with a poor man, When I had done, I 
exhorted him not to reſt, till he was ſure that the 
Lord Jeſus had loved him, and waſhed him from 
his fins in his own blood. At which words, the 
diſſenter ſpoke out, ſaying, * hate to hear people 
talk of being aſſured of any fuch thing, or of per- 
fection in this world.“ I replied, ** Is the Lord of 
life able to do what he came from heaven to do?“ 
He ſaid, & What is that?“ I anſwered, To de- 
Aroy the works of the devil, to make an end of fn, 
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and to bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs,” He 
ſaid, „ Shall you make me believe, that any man 
can live without committing fin?” I ſaid, “ I can- 
not tell whether I can make you believe it or not; 
but this I can tell you, by the authority of God's 
word, that if you are not ſaved from your fins here, 
you mult be damned,” © Well, he {aid, I care not 
what you lay; for no man can hve without com- 
mitting fin one day.” I replied, “ By your talk, it 
is as neceſſarv for a man to commit lin, as to eat; 
for you ſay, he cannot live without it. Now doth it 
keep his body or ſoul alive? Or do you believe, 
that all mankind are to live in fin, and die with- 
out perfecting holineſs in the fear of God, and lo be 
damned without hope or help?“ He ſaid, © No: 
God forbid,” Then I ſaid, © You muſt believe 
there is a purgatory, to cleanſe the foul in after 
death. Sir, you and the devil {peak one language; 
for he faid to our mother Eve, Did God fay, In the 
day that ye eat thereof, ye ſhall die? Ye ſhall not die. 
God faith, The foul that ennetl i it ſhall dies but you, 
The fouls of all muſt continue in fin, and yet they 
fall not dis!“ He ſaid, © You ſhock me: if things 
be as you ſay, what will become of the greateſt 
part of mankind ?”? I replied, „Our Lord's word 
is, What is that to thee, follow thou me.” He ſaid, 
] cannot but ſay, you have the {cripture on your” 
Ade: but if you are right, we are ſadly wrong, I 
never did hear one of you in my life; for our 
miniſter hath warned us not to hear you; but I am 
determined to hear you this night.“ So he did, 
and thanked me kindly when I had done. 

At my return home, I was told, that they were 
going to preſs men for his majeſty's ſervice, and 
that ſeveral of the alehouſe-keepers and clergymen 
had agreed to prefs me for one, And I was adviſed 
not to preach tor a ſeaſon, by feveral of my neigh- 
bours: but I told them, „I durſt not leave off 
preaching, for any thing that man could do unto 
me. They replied, “ You ſhould conhder that 
you have a wife and children, and your wife is 
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now big with child; and if you be taken from them, 
what can the poor woman do, or how mult ſhe 
provide for her children.” I ſaid, Let God look to 
that: if wicked men be ſuffered to take away m 
life, for calling ſinners to the blood of Jeſus ; 
the Lord, whole ſervant I am, will be a hutband 
to the widow, and a father to the fatherleſs. And. 
was I aſſured, I ſhould be baniſhed or put to death 
for preaching, and my wife and children beg their 
bread bare-foot, I dare not leave off: for the 
words of our Lord purſue me, He that loveth fa- 
ther or mother, wife or children, or tas own life, more 
than me, is not worthy of me ; and ne that would fave 
Aus life, Mall lofe it: and he that will loſe his life for 
my jake, all ſave it. Therefore pray for me, but. 
do not tempt me to fin againſt my own foul,” 

A few days after I went to Pudfey ; but when L. 
got there, the people of the houſe durſt not let mo 
preach; they told me the conſtable had orders to 
preſs me, and defired me not to light, but go back 
directly. I rode down to a public houte, whete 
the conſtable and ſome others met together, and 
talked with them, when they told me that it was as 
the people had ſaid, he had orders to preis me; but 
he ſaid, „I will not; for you do not appear to be a 
vagrant, and my warrant runs for none but va- 
grants,” Many of the people followed me into the 
lane, and I fat on horleback, exhorting them to. 
keep cloſe to God by prayer, and the Lord would 
build the walls of Jeruſalem, in thole troubleſome 
times, 

Soon aſter, I went to preach at Leeds, When I 
got there, I was told that two conitabies hal orders 
to preſs me, if I preached that night. I ſaid, « If 
the people will venture to hear, ] dare not but 
preach ;” and immediately I went to the place, 
where was a large congregation gathered together, 
to whom I preached; and a bleſſed ſcalon it was, 
The two conſtables gave great heed to what was 
ſpoken, and never offered to dilturb me, or any 
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one of the people; but went away like men that 
feared Gd. 

I {till kept hewing ſtone in the day time, and 
preaching every night, One day as I was at work, 
the ſame difſenting miniſter, that had ſtopped me one 
morning, came to me, and began to aſk me many 

ueſtions. He ſeemed offended with my anſwers, 
and ſaid, he would have none of my fs and buts, I 
faid, © Sir, they are none of mine, they are the 
words of the Lord Fefus; and who is he, that dares 
eee. what the Lord hath joined together?“ 

hen he replied, Do you think God would cut 
you off, if you were to commit as great a fm as ever 
you committed in all your life?” I ſaid, “ I believe 

ſhould thereby cut mylelf off from God; for the 

rophet ſaith, Your fins have ſeparated between you 
and your God : and God ſaith, My people have com- 
mitted two evils; for they have forſaken me the foun- 
tain of living water, and have hewn out to themſelves 
eiſterns, broken caſterns that will hold no water. Now, 
Sir, God would not have ſaid, They have forſaken me, 
if they had never been acquainted with him; and I 
believe, that one of the ee. which they hewed 
to themſelves, was the opinion you have in your 


head, that fin will not ſeparate the ſoul from God.“ 


He ſaid, © You do not underſtand the nature of 
God's decree: for God doth not look upon {in as 
fin in the electe he did not behold iniquity in 7a- 
cob, or ſee fm in Iſrael.” I ſaid, No, Sir, he did 
not; while Jacob was upright and God was his 
glory : at that time, God rejoiced over him, to do 
him good, with his whole heart, and his whole 
ſoul ; but when he committed whoredom with the 
daughters of Moab, and began to bow to their idols, 
then God's anger was kindled againſt Iſrael, and 
cut off 24.000 of them in his wrath, even the ver 
people which Balaam had pronounced bleſſed.” 
Then his brother-in-law, who was by him, began 


to curſe and wear, and lifted up his ſtick, ſaying, 


he could find in his heart to knock me down. and 


called me a damned dog; and ſaid, © Canit thou have 
the 


ME 


the impudence to talk ſo to a miniſter ? Thou de- 
ſerveſt thy brains beat out.” I ſaid, © Sir, here 
15 an evidence of what I ſaid, for you can be angry 
with me for preaching righteouſneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, 
but you do not reprove this man for blaſpheming 
the holy name of God.” Then they went away, 
and left me to my work. 

A little after, as I was at work, a man came to 
me, and ſaid, he had called at a public-houſe for a 
pint of ale, a little way from Birſtal, and he heard 
the landlord offer to lay down five pounds, with lome 
that were drinking, that John Ne!/on would be lent 
for aſoldier, before ten days were palt ; I ſaid, The 
will of the Lord be done: if God permits it to be 
ſo, this alſo ſhall turn to the furtherance of the gol- 
pel.“ He ſaid, „I would have you take care, for 
evil is determined againſt you,” I replied, “I am 
not my own, but the Lord's: he that lays hands on 
me, will burn his own fingers, and God will deliver 
me after he hath tried me,” | | 
| Soon after, as I was at my work at another place, 
three gentlemen came to me; and one of them be- 
gan to ſpeak ſtrongly againſt perfection. I gave 

im no anſwer, Then another began to talk about 
3 and ſaid, „ Hewing of ſtone is a fine 
art,” I replied, “ Sir, it was a fine art once, when 
there were 80,000 together, ſo ſkilled in the art, 
that every man's ſtones were perfoctly fitted for the 
places they were to have in the temple, before 
they were brought off the mountain; ſo that when 
they came to Jeruſalem, there was not one ſtroke 
to ſtrike at them, nor the ſound of a tool heard in 
the building: Sir, you will allow thoſe men to be 
workmen that needed not to be aſhamed: for their 
work was perfect before it came to Ferufal-m.*' The 
gentleman ſaid, „ You are right, you are right; I 
will never {peak againſt holineſs, being perfected 
in this world again; for certainly that houſe of 
God, at Jeruſalem, was a type of the houſe eter. 
nal in the heavens; and every ſtone of that muſt be 
fitted perfectly for its place in this world, or : 

mu 
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muſt not be admitted into that New Jeruſalem, He 
added, I thank you ; and wiſh that all our preachers 
may lo ſquare their work after the rule of God's 
word, that they may not be aſhamed when they 
come to give up their accounts to him that is Lord 
of the work.” | 

Wherever I went to preach, for ten days together, 
I was told that the conſtables had orders to preſs 
me. My anſwer was, „The will of the Lord be 
done; for the fierceneſs of man ſhall turn to his 
praile,” 

On Friday, as I was hewing ſtone, it was in my 
mind, that trouble was near at hand; but the words 
of Jaiah were a ſtay to me: I, even 1, am he that 
comforteth you: who art thou, that thou ſhouldft be a- 
afraid of man that jhall die, or of the fon of man, which 
Jhall be made as graſs; and again it came to me, Fear 
thou not, for I am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for J 
am thy God : I will flrengthen thee, yea I will help thee; 
yea I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righ- 
teouſnejs e behold all they that were incenſed againſt thee, 
Hall be aſhamed and confounded, they ſhall be as no» 
thing, and they that ftrive with thee, ſhall periſh. 

At night I was met, as I was going to Adwalton, 
by one that told me, that the parſon and alehouſe- 
keepers had agreed to preſs me that night, and to ſend 
me away the next morning; for the commiſſioners 
were to fit at Halifax, _ they would diſpatch me 
before I could get any one to appear in my behalf, 
And ſhe ſaid, I would have you turn back: for 
there is one alchouſe-keeper that ſwears he will 
preſs you, if his arm rots from his ſhoulder,” I ſaid, 
& I cannot fear; for God is on my fide, and his 
word hath added ſtrength to my ſoul this day: and 
if I fall into the hands of wicked men, God ſhall be 
glorified thereby, and when he hath proved me in 
the furnace, he will bring me forth as gold.“ 

Accordingly I went to Adwalton, and expounded 
at John Booth's, to a well-behaved W 
When I had done, 7ojeph Gibſon, the conſtable's 
deputy, (an alchouſe-keeper, who found his craft 


was 


C03 I 


was in danger) preſſed me for a ſoldier, I aſked 
him by whoſe order ? He faid, Several of the in- 
habitants of the town, who did not like ſo much 
preaching :” and by his own talk it appeared, they 
were thoſe of his own craft, and the clergyman 
who had agreed together, 

He cauſed me to go to the Whitz-Hart, whither 
Mr. Charleſworth, and Mr, Holmes of Sikehouſe, and 
ſeveral more, went with us, and Mr, Charleſworth 
offered 5001. bail for me till the next day: but no 
bail was to be taken for a Methodift (ſo called.) He 
proteſted I ſhould go to his houſe. I made no re- 
iſtance, but went, and ſeveral of our people with 
us; and we ſang a hymn, and prayed together, and 
ſo parted, 

Next morning ſeveral people came to {ee me be- 
fore we went from Adwalton. Here I was kept ten 
hours before the warrant came into his houſe ; and 
when the conſtable came, he ſaid, “ If he had 
been there, he would have prevented what Gib/on 
had done.“ 

Between eight and nine I went to Birſtal, to my 
houle; and after I had changed my clothes, we let 
out for Halifax, When I was brought before the 
commiſſioners, they ſmiled one at another, as ſoon 
as they ſaw me. They bid the door-keepers not to 
let any man come in; but Mr. Thomas Brooks had 
got in with me; and they ſaid, That is one of his 
converts. Then they called Joſeph Gibfon, and aſk- 
ed, „How many men have you brought ?” He 
ſaid, One. Well, and what have you againſt him ??? 
„Why, gentlemen, ſaid he, I have nothing to ſay 
againſt him, but he preaches to the people ; and 
ſome of our town{men don't like ſo much preach- 
ing.” They broke out in laughter; and one of 
them ſwore, I was fit to go for a ſoldier, for there 
I might have preaching enough. I ſaid to him, 
„Sir, you ought not to ſwear,” „ Well, ſaid 
they to me, you have no licence to preach, and you 
ſhall go for a ſoldier,” Then 1 ſaid, Sir, I have 
ſurely as much right to preach, as you have to 


ſwear,” 
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ſwear.” He ſaid to the Captain, “ Captain, is he 
fit for you?” Yes, he anſwered, “ Then take him 
away.” 

But I ſaid, „ Here are ſeveral of my honeſt 
neighbours; you ought to give me the liberty of 
another man, and hear what they ſay of me, whe- 
ther I am ſuch an one as the warrant mentions, or 
no.” They anſwered, „“ Here is your miniſter, 
ſone of the commiſſioners } and he has told us of 
your character, and we will hear no more,” So J 
found I was condemned before the commiſhoners 
faw me. 

Then Mr. Brooks laid the petitions before them, 
{ent me by neighbouring gentlemen, which teſtified 
I had done no evil, but had behaved myſelf well in 
my neighbourhood, and had always maintained 
my family very well: and they deſired them to let 
me at liberty. And Mr. Brooks ſaid, „ Gentle- 
men, you ſee he is not ſuch a man as is mentioned 
in the warrant,” But they bid him hold his peace, 
and ſaid, © You are one of his pupils, and ought to 
go with him,” He anſwered, Why do you not 
ſend me then? for you have as much right to ſend 
me as him, | 

Then our miniſter ſpoke and ſaid, “ Young 
Brooks lives with a woman of the wor{lt character 
in our town.“ When I heard him ſpeak againſt 
his neighbours ſuch notorious falſehoods as theſe, I 
thought it would be to no purpole for Mr. Brooks 
to ſay any more; ſo 1 deſired him to be ſilent. 
Ihen they read the papers ſent on my behalf; and 
one of the company aſked if he muſt put them on 
the file? but the anſwer to him by ſeveral was, 
% No; for if they be called for, they will make 
againſt us.“ 

“So, ſaid I, Gentlemen, I ſee there is neither law 
or juſtice for a man that is called a Methodiſt; but 
all is lawful that is done againſt me, I pray God 
forgive you, for you know not what you do.“ They 
an{wered, “ Surely your miniſter mult be a better 
judge of you than any other man; and he has told 
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us enough of you, and your preaching.” „ Well, 
faid I, Mr. C———, What do you know of me 
that is evil ? Whom have I defrauded ? Or where 
have I contracted a debt that I cannot pay?“ He 
laid, | You | have no vilible way of getting your 
living.” I anſwered, „“ am as able to get my liv- 
ing with my hands, as any man of my trade in 
England is, and you know it: and had I not been 
at work yeſterday, and all the week before: but 
they bid the captain take me away; fo he came 
and ſaid, 5 We will take vou off preaching ſoon.” 

I an{w ered, « You mult firſt aſk my maſter' leave. 2 
But, he ſaid, © We will make you give Der. I 
replied, 60 it is out of your power.” Then he 
thruſt me into a corner of the room, and ſaid, 1 
ſhould have company prelently, 

Afterwards ſeveral were brought to the commiſ- 
ſioners, and three condemned 10 go with me, and 
four or five acquitted. But all had their neigh- 
bours to ſpeak lor them, excepli me ; for what need 
was there of any other witneſs ? 

Glory be to God on high! He kept my ſoul all 


this time in perfect peace; and I could ſay to him, 
from my heart, 


Whillt thou, O God, art nigh, 
My ſoul diſdains to fear; 
Sin and Satan I defy, 
Still impotently near : 
Earth and hell their wars may wage, 
Calm I mark their vain deſign, 
Smile to ſee them idly rage, 
Againft a child of thine, 


Then the captain read the articles of war to us 
that were condemned, and ſaid, 6 V ou hear your 
doom is death it you diſobey us.“ I anſwered, 
* do not fear the man that can kill me, any more 
than I do him that can cut down a dogſtandard. 
For I know my life is hid with Chriſt in God: and 
he will judge between you and me one day ; but I 
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be ſeech him not to lay this ſin to your charge.” 
And to Mr, C——- I laid, © Sir, I pray God forgive 
you, for you have given me ſuch a character, as not 
another man in England will, that knows me.” 

I was greatly ſurprized to ſee men ſit on the judge- 
ment ſeat, and drink and {wear as they did; and a 
man that had a commiſſion from God to reprove all 
that do ſuch things, could hear and ſee, and yet ne- 
ver {peak in God's cauſe, It made me cry out to 
the Lord, „Take the matter into thy hand, O God, 
for righteouſneſs is fallen in the ſtreets, and iniquity 
bears rule.“ But I could not hear them ſwear, but 
mult ſpeak to them, although they mocked at my 
reproof. 

Then we were guarded to Halifax; but the keeper 
would not let us come into his gaol, we were then 
taken to the officer's quarters, and kept till fix at 
night; where Jo/n Rhodes and Thomas Charleſworth, 
of Little Gummerſall, came tolee me, and cared for 
my foul, as if they had been my mother's ſons. O, 
my God, remember them for good, and give them 
and their houſes, and all that wiſh well to our Sion, 
to rejoice in the gladneſs of thy people! 

At fix we ſet out for Bradforth, and many of the 
inhabitants of Halifax prayed for me, and wept to 
ſee me in the hands of unrighteous and cruel men. 
But I faid, „Fear not, God hath his way in the 
whirlwind, and he will plead my cauſe: only pray 
for me, that my faith fail not,” 

When we were about half way between Halifax 
and Bradforth, one of the ſoldiers ſaid to me,“ Sir, 
I am ſorry, for you; for the captain is ordered by 
the commiſſioners to put you in the dungeon : but 
I will ſpeak to him, and if he will let me have the 
care of you, you ſhall he with me; for the dungeon 
is as loathſome a place as ever I ſaw.” I thanked 
him for his offer; but when we got to Bradforth, 
we were drawn up in the ſtreet where the croſs 
ſtood, and the captain went and fetched the keeper 
of the dungeon, and ſaid, © Take this man, and put 


him into the dungeon: and take this other along 
with 
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with you.—(A poor harmleſs man, all the clothes 
upon whoſe back were not worth one ſhilling; 
neither did they lay any thing to his charge, when 
he was ordered for a ſoldier.) 

But when we came to the dungeon door, the 
ſoldier, who ſpoke to me by the way, went to the 
captain, and ſaid, * Sir, if you will give me charge 
over Mr, Nelſon, my life for his he ſhall be-forth= 
coming in the morning.” But the captain threat- 
ened to break his head, if he [poke about me any 
more, 

He came to us before I went down, and I aſked 
him, „Sir, what have I done, that ! muſt go to the 
dungeon ? If you are afraid of me, that I ſhould run 
away, ſet a guard over me in a room, and I will 
pay them.” He anſwered, My order is to put you 
in the dungeon, So I ſee my Lord's word is fol- 
filled, The ſervand is not above his maſter, For thoſe, 
who were acculed of thieving, and great evils which 
they had done in the neighbourhood, muſt eat and 
drink, and lay on feather- beds: but 1 only deſir- 
ed a little water, and it was refuſed me by the 
captain, although I had nothing all day except a 
little tea in the morning. But my maſter never 
ſends his ſervants a warfare at their own charge, 
He gives ſtrength according to our day. For, when 
I came into the dungeon, that ſtunk worſe than a 
hog-ſtye, or little-houſe, by reaſon of the blood and 
filth, which ſink from the butchers who kill over 
it, my ſoul was ſo filled with the love of God, that 
it was as a paradiſe to me. 

Then could I cry out, O the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God! And I fell down on my knees, 
and gave God thanks, that he counted me wor- 
thy to be put in a dungeon for the truth's ſake; and 
prayed; that my enemies might be ſaved from the 
wrath to come, I think, with as much deſire as I 
could feel tor my own mother's child ren, I wiſhed 
they were as happy in their own houſes as I was in 
the dungeon. 
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About ten, ſeveral of the people came to the 
dungeon-door, and brought me {ome candles, and 
put me ſome meat and water in through the hole of 
the door, When I had cat and drank, I gave God 
thanks: and we ſang hymns almoſt all night, they 
without, and I within. 

The fame night a man that lives in Bradforth, 
came toe dungeon, and though he was an enemy 
to the Methodifts, fo called, when he imelt the i}! 
tavour of the place, he ſaid, Humanity moves me;” 
he went away directly, and about eleven came again, 
and ſaid, „I will aſſure vou I am not in your way 
of thinking ; bat for all that, I have been with your 
captain, and offered 101, bail for you, and mylelf 
as a priſoner, if he would let you lie in a bed, but 
all in vain, for I can get nothing of him but bad 
words, If the juſtice was in town, I would have 
gone to him, and would foon have fetched you out: 
but ſince it is as it is, I pray God plead your cauſe.“ 
O my God, let not him that would give a cup of 
cola water to thy ſervants, loſe his reward ; but do 
thou bleſs him, and blels thy people; I beleech 
thee to have mercy on our enemies, and let notthy 
heavy judgments fall upon them ; but be thou glo- 
rifhed in their converſion, not in theie deſtruction ! 

The poor man that was with me, might have 
ſtarved, if my friends had not brought him meat : 
for when they had locked us up, they went to their 
lodgings, and took no more thought of us that night, 
Here we had not ſo much as a ſtone to fit on. 

When the man and I were laid down on a little 
ſtinking {traw, Pray you, Sir, (ſaid he) are all 
theſe your kinsfolk; that they love you ſo well? I 
think they are the E people that ever I ſaw 
in my life.” I anſwered, By this you may know 
that they are Jelus C hrift's s diſciples; for this is the 
mark he himſelf has given, whereby all men might 
know his diſciples from the unbelieving world,” 

At four in the moruing, my wife and ſeveral 
more, came to the dungeon, and R to me 


through the hole of the door; ; and I ſaid, © Fere- 
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miah's lot is fallen upon me. Then it came to my 
remembrance, that when I was about thirteen or 
fourteen years old, I often thought if God would 
make me like Feremiah, to ſtand and ſpeak his 
words to the people in the ſtreets, as hedid, I ſhould 
not mind who caſt dirt at me. And now I am in 
ſome meaſure, treated as he was, for perſuading 
men to fl-e from the wrath to come.” 

My wife ſaid, © Fear not; the cauſe is God's, 
for which you are here, and he will plead it him- 
ſelf. Therefore be not concerned about me and 
the children; for he that feeds the young ravens 
will be mindful of us. He will give you ſtrength 
for your day; and after we have ſuffered awhile, he 
will perfect that which is lacking in our fouls, and, 
then bring us where the wicked ceaſe from troub- 
ling, and where the weary are at reſt,” 

So ſaid they all that were with herat the door, L 
was greatly refreſhed at finding my wife ſo ſtrong 
in faith, when ſhe was like to be left with two 
children, and big with another atthe ſame time:and 
laid, „I cannot fear either man or devil, ſo long 
as I find the love of God as I donow : for he has 
cheered my heart as with ſweet wine, ever ſince 
he ſuffered me to be caſt into priſon, O that LI 
may be faithful unto death, and I ſhall receive the 
crown of life! For not one word of Jeſus ſhall 
fall to the ground till all be accompliſhed,” 

About five in the morning they took me out, and 
we were guarded to Leeds, and ſtood in the ſtreet 
till ten. Hundreds flocked to ſee me. Some ſaid, 
& It is a ſhame to ſend a man for a ſoldier for ſpeak- 
ing the truth; for many of our neighbours. that 
follow the Methodiſts, and were as wicked before 
as any people in the town, are now like new crea- 
tures; for we don't hear an ill word come out of 
their mouths.” Others cried, 5 I with they were 
all hanged out of the way, for they make people go 
mad : and we cannot get drunk or ſwear, but eve 
fool muſt correct us, as if we were to be taught by 
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them, But I hope they will now be brought to 
naught, for that is one of the worſt ofthem.” 

As I was ſtanding, a jolly well-dreſſed woman 
came up to me, and put her face almoit to mine, 
and ſaid, Now, Nelſon, where is thy God: thou 
ſaidſt at Shent's door, as thou was preaching, thou 
waſt no more afraid of his promiſe failing, than 
thou waſt of dropping through the heart of the 
earth.“ I replied, „Look in the 7th chapter of 
Mica, and the 8th and 10th verles.” 

Juſt as the church began, I was guarded to the 
goal, and the others ordered to the ale-houſe. The 
goal-keeper here was very civil; for he let m 
friends come in feveral times to ſee me, I thought 
of the Pilgrim's Progreſs > for hundreds of people 
in the ſtreets ſtood and looked at me through the 
iron grate, and were ready to hght about me, Se- 
veral would have given bail for me, if they would 
let me out; but I was told that a hundred pounds 
was refuſed, which was offered by a ſtranger for 
me. I am too netorious a criminal to be allowed 
ſuch favours ; for chriſtianity is a crime which the 
world can never forgive, 

At night, I believe, a hundred of our friends 
were with me in the gaol together. We ſang a 
hymn, and prayed, I gave an exhortation, and ſo 
parted, But Mr. H. was not willing that I ſhould he 
on ſtinking ſtraw, and ſent me a bed to lie on, I find 
the time is not vet come for me to be hated of all 
men for Chriſt's fake, I pray God to give me 
ſtrength for that day! glory be to his holy name; 
hitherto his grace is ſufſicient for me, and I hang 
upon his promiſe for {trength in my next trials. 

At tive on Monday morning, I was let out of 
gaol, and we marched off for York directly; many 
of our friends went with us out of the town near 
three miles; but when I came to take my leave, 
they mourned as one that had loſt his firſt-born, I 
ſpake comfortable words to them, and bade them, 
« Stand faſt, in nothing be terrified by your adver- 
ſaiies; which is to them an evident token of per- 
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dition, but to you of ſalvation, and that of God. 80 
the peace of God be with you all.“ 

- We came to York by three, and were brought be- 
fore ſeveral of the officers, at the Black-ſwan, in 
Caney-ftreet, who ſeemed to rejoice as men that had 
taken great ſpoil, and ſaluted me with many a grie- 
vous oath, It brought ſomething to my mind, 
which I had ſpoken inthe fields to the Lord, when 
he had broke a great cloud, that was on my foul, 
through my refuſing to preach, when many defired 
me, and I had time, but conſulted with fleſh and 
blood. And Jonah like, fled from the preſence of 
the Lord, down into a valley near the fide of a 
wood where God laid his hand on me, and brought 
my ſoul into ſuch diſtrefs, that I threw myſelf on 
the ground, and requeſted for death; ſeeing it 
more agrecable to fleſh and blood, to be a ſhep- 
herd's dog 
hand is againſt every man, and every man's hand 
againſt him. But at the remembrance of the 
prophets and the apoſtles, and Chriſt himſelf, what 
contradictions, and tribulation they all met with, 
the cloud broke, and my ſoul was ſo refreſhed with 
the love of God, that I cried out, My Lord and 
my God! Now thou haſt given me itrength, for- 
ſake me not; and if thou ſend me to hell, to preach 
to devils, Iam ready to go.” 

When I was before thele officers, and heard ſuch 
horrid language, I thought hell could not be much 
worle than the company I was in. I «tked them, 
Do you believe there is a God, and tha the is 
a. God of truth?“ They ſaid, We do.” I anſwered, 
« I cannot believe you, I tell you plainly,” Why 
ſo? 1 replied, *I cannot think that any man of 
common underſtanding, who believes that God is 
true, dares take his name in vain; much leſs do you 
believe that God can hear you, when you pray 
him to damn your ſouls. Now ſuppoſe God ſhould 
grant you the damnation you pray for, what miſer- 
able wretches would you be? Do you know that 
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you muſt one day appear before that God, who wil? 
not hold him guilileſs that taketh his name in vain ? 


As I reaſoned with them about a future ſtate, they 
ſeemed to ſhrink, as if I had thrown fire at them; 


but they ſoon put away the conviction, and ſaid, ' 


KM ou mult not preach here, for you are delivered 


to us for a foldier ; and muſt not talk ſo to us that 


are officers.” I anſwered, * There is but one way 
for you to prevent me,” They ſaid, „What is 
that?” I replied, It is to {wear no more in my 
hearing,” | 

Then we were guarded through the city; but it 
was as if hell was moved from beneath to meet me 
at my coming, The ſtreets and windows were filled 
with people, who ſhouted and huzzaed, as if I had 
been one that had laid waſte the nation. But the 
Lord made my brow like brals, ſo that I could look 
on them as graſshoppers, and pals through the city, 
as if there had been none in it, but God and me! 
O that I may never offend my gracious God, or pro- 


voke him to take his loving kindneſs from me! — 


Then though I go through the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, I will fear no evil. Even now I find his 
word fulfilled, where he faith, Iwill deliver thee from 
fudden fear, and from terror ; for it ſhall not come near 
thee, Verily thou art a God of truth! O be mer. 
ciful to this great city, whole ſtreets ring with 
curſes, and turn upon them a pure language, that 
their ſouls may be ſaved, and the enemy diſap- 
pointed of his hope! 

I was brought to the guard-houſe; and the offi- 
cers caſt lots for me, and it was Captain S 's 
lot to have me. Then they offered me money, but 
I refuſed to take it; and they bid the ſerjeant hand- 
cuff me, and ſend me to priſon, I was guarded 
thither by a file of muſqueteers, but not hand- 
cuffed, and kept two nights and part of three days; 
during which time, I was beſet with ſuch curſers 
and ſwearers, as could hardly be matched out of 
hell, So I had work enough both day and night 
to reprove them, I found they could not ſtand 
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my words, but the moſt hardened among them 
ſhrunk, and wiſhed they could leave it off, and 
never {wear more, 

Several of the town's people came and aſked me 
of the doctrine that the Met Hodiſis preached, which 
make their names, ſaid they, to be loathed by all 
ſects and parties in the nation. My anſwer was, 
„That ſame doctrine it is, which made Jews and 
Gentiles conſpire againſt Jeſus Chriſt, who firſt 
preached it; and whoever he be, that bears the ſame 
teſtimony, muſt meet with the ſame treatment. 
Our Lord hath ſaid, Ye ſhall be hated of all men for 
my fake, And again, IJ they have perſecuted me, they 
wall alſo nh mee you, What! Do you think Chriſt 
would be found a lar, and all his apoſtles, who 
told us of the things that are done in this our day! 
Nay, verily, heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but 
not one word of Chriſt's ſhall fall to the ground. 

When I had openedthe ſcriptures, and told them 
the fundamental points of our doctrine, they ſaid 
ene to another, „ This people is not what the 
world repreſents them; for if this is their doc- 
trine, there is not a man in England can contradict 
them.” They offered me ſtrong drink, (but I told 
them I did not chuſe it) wiſhed me out of the 
enemies* hands, and left me to my company of 
drunkards and (wearers. 

I may indeed ſay, I have fought with beaſts at 
York, for ſo theſe men live; yet my ſpeaking to 
them was not in vain; for they bridled their 
tongues in my preſence aſter the firit 24 hours, 
When they ſpake any blaiphemous words, if I 
did but turn, and look them in the face, they look- 
ed like criminals before the magittrate, 

The next morning I lay on the boards to reſt 
me, and fell aſleep, when I dreamt of Danze! in the 
lion's den: I was wakened by one, crying, Netfon, 
Neljon; and I ſtarted up, ſaying, © Who wants 
me?” That inſtant, three women came to the 
door, and brought me ſome food. They were en- 
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tire ſtrangers to me, and I to them: © But thou, 
Lord, careſt for me.” 

On Tueſday night, my wife and fiſter Mitchell 

came to ſee me, and found me lying on the boards, 
I faid, + Behold the fruits of the goſpel; now you 
ſee the word of God is fulfilled, They lay a ſnare 
for him that reproveth in the gate, and he that turneth 
from evil maketh himſelf a prey. But God looks 
down from heaven, and will plead our cauſe; fear 
not, No, anſwered they, we do not fear; for our 
God is as able to deliver now, as he was 1700 years 
ago, So they took their leave of me that night, 
wiſhing mea goodrepoſe on my wooden bed ; where, 
thanks be to God, I ſlept as well as if I had been 
on a bed of down, 
Next morning they brought me ſomething to 
eat, and bid me be ſtrong in the Lord, and not 
fear them that can kill the body only, My heart 
was rejoiced to ſee them ſo ſtedfaſt in the faith. 

This day a court-martial was held, and I was 
guarded to it by a file of muſqueteers, with their 
bayonets fixed to their pieces, When I came be- 
fore. the court, they aſked, „What is this man's 
crime?” The anſwer was, this is the Methodzjt 
Preacher, and he refuſes to take money, Then 
they turned to me, and ſaid, * Sir, you need not 
find fault with us, for we mult obey our orders, 
which are to make you act as a ſoldier; for you 
are delivered to us; and if you have not juſtice 
done you, we cannot help it.“ 

My anſwer was, © I ſhall not fight; for I cannot 
bow my knee before the Lord, to pray for a man, 
and get up and kill him when I have done; for I 


know God both hears me ſpeak and ſees me act; 


and I ſhould expect the lot of the hypocrite, if my 
actions contradict my prayers.” Well don't ſtand 
preaching to us, ſaid they, for we muſt make you 


\ . Obey us, Serjeant give him ſome money; he of- 


fered me two ſhillings, but 1 refuſed to take it. 


They threatened me ſore, but I could not fear them 
at 
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at all, Well faid they, if you run away, you are 
as liable to ſuffer as if you had taken our money, 
I anſwered if I cannot be diſcharged lawfully, I 
ſhall not run away; if I do, puniſh me as you 
pleaſe. Then they ordered the ſerjeant to go to 
quarters with me: who took me to the I/ild-man, 
in Petergate, where the people behaved well to me, 
though they had eight more quartered upon them. 
They ſaid, It is a pity you ſhould come among 
ſuch a wicked crew as theſe we have; for there 
are but few like them in the world, They or- 
dered me a room and a bed to myſelf, Bleſſed be 
God, who gives me favour in the light of the Egyp- 
tians, who have been ſo uſed by thoſe of our own 
church. Theſe people were profeſſed papiſts, who, 
I might imagine, would ſhew no more mercy to a 
man that preaches ſalvation by faith, than they 
would do to a mad dog; yet I ſee it is not the man 
that makes the chriſtian, but the mind that was in 
Chriſt, and whoſoever hath this mind in him, he 
is a Chriſtian, let the world call him what they 
will. 

I came to Margaret Townſhend's, and met with 
my wile, and filter Mitchell, who rejoiced to ſee 
my feet once more out of the priſon: we ſang 
praiſes to God for his great mercies to me at this 
time, and paſſed the afternoon in encouraging each 
other. Next morning I ſent them out of town, 
and went, as I was ordered, to parade at the Blue- 
boar, in Cafilegate; where the officers ordered 
Corporal IV. to fetch me a gun and other war- 
like inſtruments, and though he ſcemed to ſhudder 
at the taſk, he was forced to obey; and when he 
brought them, and was girding them about me, he 
trembled as if he had the pally, 

I aſked why they girt me with theſe warlike ha- 
biliments, for Il am a man averſe to war, and ſhall 
not fight, but under the Prince of peace, the Cap- 
tain of my ſalvation; and the weapons he gives me 
are not carnal like theſe, Well, {aid they, but you 
muſt bear theſe, till you can get your diſcharge. As 
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you put them on me, I anſwered, & I will bear 
them as a croſs, and uſe them as far as I can, with- 
out defiling my conſcience; but that I will not do 
for any man on carth,” 

The officers bid them march us off to Hepworth 
moor, to learn the exercile of a ſoldier: but Corporal 
It". ſeemed as tender of me as if he had been my 
own father, and carried the gun for me to the field. 
But when he came to teach me their exerciſe, his 
heart ſeemed to fail him, and he bid me lay down 
the gun, and we fell into diſcourſe. I found he 
had the fear of God before his eyes, and the Lord 
had ſhewn him the hght of his countenance, But 
he was as a ſparrow alone on the houſe-top; none 
cared for his converlation; but they all deſpiſed 
him, becauſe he would not get drunk and {wear as 
they did, O, my God, remember him for good 
always, I beſeech thee, 

Next day I was ordered to the field, and others 
mul} teach me the warlike exerciſe, who allo be- 
haved civilly to me. I had more to ſee me than all 
the reſt, and it cauſed the truth to break out the more, 
and removed prejudice from many, I found the 
people of York looked upon one that 1s called a 
Methodiſt, as one that had the plague, and infects 
all that he comes near; and they bleſſed God, that 
none had come to preach there, 

But if I was bound. the word of God was not 
bound: lor if any blaſphemed, I reproved them, 
whether rich or poor, and fell into many diſputes 
with them; and God gave me words, ſuch as they 
could not reſiſt. My diſcourſes had ſuch an effect 
on them, that they ſaid, they wiſhed Mr. IWefley 
would come and preach there, I gave them ſeveral 
of our liitle books; ſo by hearing and reading, they 
found out the doctrine to be only the plain word 
of God. And now ſeveral attended my coming to 
the field; not to ſce me as before, but to alk queſ- 
tions, and to know of the new do@rine 
(as ſome were pleaſed to call it.) Surely by all 
theſe things ſhall the goſpel be ſpread, The 
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Lord is in the tempeſt, and it ſhall turn to his 
glory: Satan doth but whet a knife to cut his own 
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On Sunday the 13th, I went to Coney: ſtreet 
church, and the Lord manifeſted himſelf to me in 
great love at the ſacrament, At night Hannah Scole- 
f:eld and I, and our brother Haughton, from Man- 
cheſter, with two or three more, went out in the 
fields, thinking to retire : but ſome had ſeen us, and 
told others that we were gone to ſing hymns, We 
had been ſhut up but a ſew minutes together, be- 
fore we had near a hundred to keep us company. 
We ſang two hymns, and I gave them an exhorta- 
tion; they received my word with meekneſs, and 
wiſhed to hear me again, 

One day as I was talking to the people, a man 
came, and feigned himſelf to be concerned about 
his ſoul, As he was coming, it was impreſſed up- 
on me, that he was a deceiver; and as ſoon as he 
approached I ſaid, ** You are a wicked man, and 
Satan hath ſent you with a lye in your mouth, but 
God will not be mocked.” He went away as one 
condemned ; before he had gone 100 yards he fell 
down and broke a limb, and diſlocated his ſhoul- 
der; then he roared like a bear, laying, It was a 
zuſt judgment from God, fallen on him, and defired 
me to pray for him, 

We went a mile another way; but there were 
people walking there alſo, who knew me, and 
flocked to us, and deſired to hear what fort of doc- 
trine it is we preach, which cauſes all men to hate 
us. I ſaid, „It is the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which made all men hate him; and ye are ſenſible 
our great ſhepherd ſaid, Ye hall be hated of all men 
for my ſake. But they ſaid, This is a chriſtian land, 
and it is not ſo now. Well, ſaid I, then you muſt 
ſay the goſpel is not an everlaſting goſpel, or you 
declare us bleſt, and almoſt all the people in Eng- 
land curſt,” They ſaid, What do we point the 
bleſſings to you, and 8. curſe to all the reſt? We 


think 


t 
! 
k 


( 98 ) 


think it is the other way.” Then, ſaid I, You do 
not think as Chriſt ſpake z for he ſaid, Bleſſed are ye, 
when all men ſpeak evil of you, and hate you for my 


fake, and the goſhel's: rejoice, and be exceeding glad, 
for fo they did to the prophets of old. But woe unto you 


when all men ſpeak well of you ; for ſo they ſpake well 
of the falſe prophets.” Upon this they were ſilent, 
but wiſhed they could hear me themſelves, then 
they could judge better. By this time a great com- 
pany was come together, deſiring to hear me, and 
God gave me to ſpeak plain, and to their hearts. 
When! had done, ſeveral of them ſaid, they would 
go ten miles to hear ſuch another diſcourſe, The 
1 ſeemed taken out of their minds at a 
roke; and they cried, This is the doctrine which 
ought to be preached, let men ſay what they will 

againſt it, 
As we came back one of our company ſaid, “ I 
wonder the devil cannot perceive, that this ſtriv- 
ing to ſuppreſs the goſpel, is like ſtriving to quench 
the fire by caſting oil into it. As God ſpake, fo it 
is I ſee this day, His ſervants are like brands of 
fire, caſt into dry ſtubble. Surely God will be 
glorified in your captivity : only let us watch and 
ray, that the enemy get no advantage over us. 
The day following I went as before, to exerciſe, 
when many came to talk with me; ſome to diſpute, 
and ſome who earneſtly deſired to be ſaved. Among 
the diſputers was a clergyman : I knew him; for 
J had ſeen him in his gown three days before. 
When ſeveral, who appeared as gentlemen, diſ- 
puted hotly againſt all the power of religion, I 
thewed them from the articles, homilies, and pray- 
ers of our own Church, that thoſe who ſpake as they 
did, where no members of the church of England : 
for to be a real member of Chriſt's church, is to 
feel Chriſt in us; to know that he died for his 
church, and that by his death we are delivered 
from death eternal: to find that ſpirit which raiſed 
him from the dead, raiſing us Frum the death of 
| - ſin, 


699) 


fin, that our bodies may be the undefiled temples 
of the living God, a holy habitation of God, 
through his Spirit dwelling in us. For as many as 
have the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God; 
and if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is 
none of his. Nay, if you know not (I added) that 
Chriſt is in you, you are now in a ſtate of reproba- 
tion. © So, ſaid they, you have condemned us 
all at a ſtroke.” I anſwered, „I have condemned 
no man; for I have not ſpoken my own, but the 
words of God, as I appeal to your conſciences, you 
that have ever read them,” 
When they were put to ſilence, the miniſter 
began to explain the Spirit of God out of the 
world ; as what could not be felt or perceived 
at all, neither was it neceſſary now we had the 
ſcriptures to go by. I ſaid, © It is highly neceſſary, 
if the 9 be true; for they tell me, if 1 
have not the Spirit of Chriſt, I am none of his; 
and if I am not his, I muſt belong to the devil : for 
they two ſhare the world between them.—Beſides, 
if there be no ſuch thing as receiving the Holy 
Ghoſt now a-days, as you ſay, then he, who re- 
peats the prayers of the Church, offers to God the 
acrifice of fools,” Here he ſtormed at me, and 
called me an Enthuſiaſt, and ſaid, “ To talk of the 
Spirit was all a deluſion.” “Hold, Sir, I replied, 
or I ſhall, expoſe you before the people, which I did 
not deſign to do, How could you afhrm, before 
God.and the congregation, that you were inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoſt to take upon you the 
office of a deacon; and now teſtify there is no ſuch 
thing as being moved by the Holy Ghoſt?” He 
faid, „Did I fay ſo?” « Yes, Sir, I anſwered, you 
did, when you received holy orders.” He turned 
ale, ſpake not ten words more, but went away : I 
war met him ſeveral times ſince, and he ſpeaks 
kindly to me, | 
I had ſome every day to diſpute with me; and 
every. night ſome to converſe with me, who wanted 
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to know the way to Sion. The people now cried out, 
When will Mr. Weſley come ? for here are thouſands 
in this town would gladly hear him. Indeed I found 
a great deſire in them to know the way of ſalvation; 
nay, and they ſeemed willing to be ſaved in God's 
own way; that is, from their fins, not in them. 
Surely the Lord will be mindful of them, and give 
them teachers after his own heart, 

The ſecond Sunday I went to church, and my 
heart was comforted again by the love of God in 
the ſacrament, God, I find, will meet with us in 
his own ways: O may we never forſake them! 

This week I had ſeveral of the brethren to ſee 
me, and we were comforted tegether, Our Brother 
Afi; brought me ſome little books, which I gave to 
the people who came to fee me: fo that by my 
ſpeaking, and their reading, many began to be 
alarmed, and tent for me to their houſes to enquire, 
How can theſe things be, which you affirm ? “ For 
if theſe things are as you ſay, and Mr. Weſley has 
here written, then we afe not chriſtians.” I told 
them, I will prove thoſe things to be true, both 


from our own church and from the written word 


of Gad: and if you find you have not theſe inward 
marks of faith, ſuch as peace, joy, love, the wit- 
neſs of the Spirit, you are no chriſtians yet; but that 
is no reaſon why ye ſhould not become ſuch; for 
Chriſt has commanded repentance and remiſſion of 
fins to be preached to every ſoul in his name; and 
he doth. actually pardon and abſolve all them that 
truly repent, and unfeignedly believe his holy gol- 
pel. Therefore ſeek, and you ſhall find; for the 
truth of God binds him to give to every one that 

aſketh,” | 7 

The people attended my going into the field all 
this week; and when I went along the ſtreets they 
came out of their houſes to ſtare at me, as if I had 
been a monſter, I have read that they would not 
ſuffer any to buy or ſell in the city, unleſs they 
had the mark of the beaſt; but here, without at's 
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mark, we cannot ſo much as paſs the ſtreets, O 


my God, why is thy ſervant as a ſpeckled bird in 


this which is called a chriſtian country? Called 


after thy moſt ſacred name; which wholoever 
nameth ſhould depart from iniquity. How 1s the 


faithful city become a harlot, and thy people 
taken captive by the enemy at his will! It is time 
for thee, Lord, to lay to thine hand, for they have 
deſtroyed thy law! | 
One day this week after my exerciſe on the moor, 
there came a gentleman in gold lace, and a miniſter 
in diſguiſe, and began aſking me queſtions; which. 
I anſwered according to the ability God gave me; 
many flocked round about us to hear, for our diſ- 
ute was long and hot on their fide, I believe we 
ad talked half an hour. before I perceived he was 
a miniſter ; for I took him for a lawyer, and ſuch 
an one as believed there as no God: for if I ſpake 
of the ſcripture, he threw up his head, and called 
me fool, and bid me hold my nonſenſe. I faid, 
* That which you call nonſenſe, I call the higheſt 
wiſdom,” When I ſpake any thing of the Spirit 
of God, he heaved his cane at me, as if he would 
have ſtruck me: But God gave me perfect peace in 
my ſoul, and words that made him ſtart, and con- 
vinced the bye-ſtanders of the truth. He was lo- 
enraged that he foamed at the mouth like a horſe: 
that 1s hard rid. 


But when I underſtood that he was a miniſter, 1 


ſaid, „Hold, Sir, let me ſpeak a little, by your 
leave. You call yourſelf a miniſter of the church 
of England, do you not?” ( Ido,” Pray then, 
Sir, what doctrine do you preach ?' for you make 
the word of God of none effect, and you deny all 


inſpiration,” He replied,. “So I do deny all inſpi- 
ration.“ „How dare you then pray for the inſpi- 


ration of God's ſpirit, when you do not believe 


there is any ſuch thing?” When he had raged a 
while, he ſaid, “ I believe you have read the book. 
of Job, and made it all your own,” „ Ianſwered,. 


3. LT have 
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I have need of patience, who have men of ſuch 
principles as you to talk with, that regard not 
what they ſay to provoke one; but I thank God, 
you have not done it yet.” He replied, “ My rea- 
ſon for ſpeaking ſo is, becauſe you cannot be 
quiet with your nonſenſe and inſpiration, And, I 
hear you have preached ſeveral times fince you 
came, and have filled the heads of many in this 
town with your new dottrine.” I told him, I had 
not preached publicly fince I came, but did not 
know how ſoon I might.” Then he ſhook his 
ſtick, ſtampt, and ſaid in anger, „If you do preach 
Publicly, we ſhall take an order with you, which 
ſhall be worle than ſending you for a foldier,” © Let 
God look to that, I anſwered ; for by his grace, 1 
can love all men, but fear none that can kill the 
body only. I affure you, it is not the fear of man 
which ſhall hinder me from preaching : for where 
the ſpirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.“ When he 
began to be calm a little, I aſked him, © Sir, ſup- 
poſe you had been inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt to preach the goſpel; if the outward ordi- 
nation was refufed you, when you believed your- 
ſelf called according to the will of Chriſt to preach, 
would you forbear preaching? that is, would you 
obey man or God?” „ fuppole, faid he, you think 
you have put an hard queſtion to me.“ But, hard 
or eaſy, he never anſwered it; and I cannot re- 
member that ever I faw him ſince. Juſt as he went 
away, he challenged me to go into aroom with 
him; but I ſaid, „I have done fighting, Sir.“ 

On Saturday, ſeveral defired me to preach on 
Sunday morning, I told them I ſhould take a walk 
out to the moor at half an hour after ſeven, Ac- 
cordingly I did fo, and found thrice as many as I 
expected, and preached to about goo well-behaved 
people, who intreated me to preach to them again 
at night, I anfwered ſome of them I did not know 
but I might: yet I gave no public notice; but one 
told another, and it ſpread through the city, 


I went 
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I went to the Minſter, and heard the Biſhop 
reach, and received the bleſſed ſacrament at his 
. At ſeven in the evening I went to the 
Moor, and found an unexpected congregation, I 
believe 6000 people. But there was nothing pre- 
pane for me to ſtand on, and great, part of the 
oldiers were there almoſt drunk, and began to 
uarrel with the people that crouded me; ſo that 
ſaw there was likely to be miſchief done, and 
revented it by withdrawing, If I had preached I 
1858 they would have behaved very quietly, for 
they ſeemed to have a great deſire to hear What 
this doctrine was. I had not the opportunity of ſa- 
thing them at this time; but they that heard in 
the morning told others, and inflamed them the 
more with a deſire to hear for themſelves, Seve- 
ral ſent for me to their houſes, and others came to 
me: ſo I ſee God will work, and who ſhall hinder ? 
Lord open their underſtandings that they may know 
the things which belong to their everlaſting peace! 
On Monday I heard, that ſome elergymen were 
with the officers; and, at night, one of the officers 
fent for me, and ſaid, © What, vou cannot leave 
off preaching yet; but we muſt be blamed about 
vou. —But if ever you preach publicly more, you 
ſhall be ſeverely whipped.” My anſwer was, I 
am not careful in this matter, It 1s better to obey 
God than man! I believe it is the will of God 
that I ſhould preach: and I have not taken manta. 
pleaſe in any thing that will offend my God.” 
With many threats he bid me go, but I made no 
promiſe to obey him, neither did I intend it in this 
caſe : for I had promiſed to go to Acham, a village 
about a mile out of York ; the next evening accord- 
ingly I went and preached toalmoſt all the inhahi- 
tants in a field. The Lord gave me to ſpeak his 
word freely, and ſent it with power to their hearts: 
The rock was ſtruck, and the water guſhed out. All 
whom | faw behaved well: many ſaid they hoped 
1 would come again; © For let men fay what they 
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will of this people, this is the truth, and ſo we 


ſhall find it one day,” 

As I came down the ſtreet, an alderman of York,, 
and his wife who had been to hear me, were ſtand- 
ing at the gate of his houſe, and he called me, and 
ſaid, „If you pleaſe to accept of a glaſs of any ſort 
of liquor my houſe affords, it is at your ſervice ;'? 
I faid, ** I thank you for your good-will, but I 
don't care to drink.” Several others offered. me 
drink, but I took none. They prayed me to come 
once a week, as long as I ſtayed in. Fort. Lord be 
mindful of this people, I beleech thee, and ſend 
them thoſe who will preach righteouſneſs by faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt: and O that they may be found in 
the wedding-garment in that day, when every co- 
vering which is not of thy Spirit, will be found as 
filthy rags before thy | cos eyes. 

All that week I had company as much as I could 
tell what to do with. Several deſired me to preach 
on Sunday morning, I did not promiſe, but went 
to diſcourſe with about a ſcore, at ſeven on the 
moor : others had a ſuſpicion of my being there, 
and I believe 200 flocked round me, as ſoon as they 
faw me walking, and begged me to preach to them: 
I told them I ſtood in Feopardy if I did ; but they 
an{wered, We are more in danger than you, for 
our fouls are in danger ; on which it came into- 
my mind that I had freely received, and I ought: 
freely to give, wherefore I preached to them, and. 
God was with us of a truth, and the hearts of the 
people were opened to receive the word in love. 

From thence I went toſiſter Town/end's, where L 
found my own brother, and brother Mitchell, who 
came to ſee me; and we were comforted together. 
Our time was ſhort, for I had but half an hour, be- 
fore I was to anſwer for what I had done. Some- 
body had told the enſign that I had been preach- 
ing; fo he ſent for me and ſaid, D—n your blood, 


Sir, Have you been preaching this morning; I told. 


him I had; on which he {wore he would have 
no 
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no preaching nor praying in the regiment. Then 
ſaid I, “ Sir, You ought to have no {wearing nor 
curſing neither: for ſurely I have as much right 
to pray and preach as you have to curſe and 
wear.“ 
He ſwore again that I ſhould be damnably whip- 
per for what I had done. I anſwered, Fa God 
ook to that, the cauſe is his. But if you don't leave 
off your curſing and ſwearing, it will be worle with 
you than with me.” Then he ſaid, „Corporal, 
pat this fellow in priſon directly.“ The corporal 
aid, “ Sir, I muſt not carry a man to priſon, unleſs 
I give in his crime with him.“ Well, ſaid he, It is 
for diſobeying orders. So I ſee a hundred may 
diſobey all-the orders of God, and there is no no- 
tice taken of them: nor do the common people 
cry out, hang them out of the way : but if one of 
a thouſand begins to reprove them for ſin, they 
hale him to priſon, as if he had killed father or 
mother, But ſo it was from the beginning ; for a 
murderer was preferred before the Prince of life, 
I was put prifoner juſt as the church began, and 
I ſenta man to tell my brother, that the word of 
God was fulfilled, Behold the Devil ſhall caft ſome 
of you into priſon, that ye may be tried; and deſired 
their prayers that I may be faithful unto death, 
As ſoon as I was within the priſon, my heart was 
filled with joy unſpeakable, and my mouth with 
praiſe to my dear e This alſo ſhall turn 
to the glory of God; for ſeveral men of good re- 
pork heard me this morning, and teſtified that I had 
poke the truth; and they would not (they ſaid) be 
guilty of ſending that man to priſon for preaching 
for all the world, This cauſed many to come to 
me, who offered me wine and ſtrong drink. I told 
them, I did not care for any ſort of ſtrong liquor; 
but ſuch as I had, gave I unto them; ſome little 
books and the word of God, which he gave me 
plentifully to ſpeak to them, without reſpect of any 
man's perſon. 
Two 
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Two nights and near three days, I was kept pri- 
ſoner at this time; during which my ſoul Was as 
a watered garden; and I could ſing praiſes to God 
all day long, for he turned my captivity into joy; 
and gave me to reſt as well on the boards, as if I 
had been on a bed of down. Now, could I ſay, 
God's ſervice is perfect freedom, and I was carried 
out much in prayer, that my enemies might drink 
of the ſame river of peace, which my God gave ſo 
largely to me. 


Now did I more plainly ſee the dreadful ſtate of 


the unconverted than ever before; and thought, 


if it might be the converſion of my enemies, I 
could be content that they ſhould tread me under 
their feet. But God only knows how it would 
have been had I been ſo tried; yet thus far he hath 
helped me, and hath given me ſtrength for m 
day: indeed I have found him a God of Truth, as 
far as I have tried him; and I put forth the hand 
of my faith, to lay hold of his ſtrength for what he 
ſhall next call me to, | 
On Tueſday I was fetched out and brought be- 
fore the major, There were ſeveral of the young 
officers with him, who ſmiled when I came into 
the room: for they had been ſeveral times to ſee 
me in priſon, and had ſworn I ſhould be ſeverely 
whipt, But I told them, if they did not repent, and 
leave off that ſwearing, they would periſh eter- 
nally. And I ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and that 
mn be worſe than your whipping me for Chriſt's 
ake. 
Now they ſeemed to rejoice, as if the words 
were going to be fulfilled. The mayor called, John 
Nelſon, „What was you put in priſon for?“ “ For 
warning people to flee from the wrath to come; I 
anſwered ; and, if this be a crime, I ſhall commit 
it again, unleſs you cut my tongue out: for it is 
better to die than to diſobey God.” “ Well, but 
if that be all, he replied, this is no crime; for 
when you have done your duty I do not care if 
you 
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you preach every night in a houſe, or any private 
place out of the town; but I would not have you 
make any mobs.“ „That, ſaid I, is far from my 
deſign,” „Well, ſaid he, you may go home to 
your quarters, and if I have a convenient time, I 
will ſend for you, and hear you myſelf ; for I 
wiſh all men were like you.” Here my adverſaries 
hung down their heads, and gave off ſmiling, 

As I went to ſiſter Townfhend's, I heard that we 
were to leave York on Thurſday, at four in the 
morning, and march to Sunderland, I had a great 
deſire to ſee my wife firſt; but ſhe did not get my 
letter ſoon enough. Many of the people came and 
ſaid, “ We are ſorry you are going ſo ſoon from 
York; but if you get your liberty, we hope both 
you and Mr, Heſtey will come: for we have need 
of ſuch plain dealing, and thouſands in this city 
would be glad to hear, You ſee what a populous, 
wicked place it is: pray do not forget us, but think 
of us, when you ſee us not. We expected ſome 
of you two or three years ago; but you had no re- 

ard for our ſouls, till God brought you by force, 
urely you was not fold hither, but ſent for our 
good; therefore, forget Us not.” 

O the tenderneſs which this people ſhewed, and 
deſire for the word of God! It moved me to cr 
out, Lord have mercy on them, and let them hear 
thy goſpel, and find it thy power unto ſalvation: 
= why ſhould thy people periſh for lack of know- 
ledge ? 

n Thurſday morning we ſtood two hours in the 
ſtreets, before we ſet out of town, We marched to 
Eafingwold that day, and when we were drawn u 
in the ſtreet, the people perceived me to be the 
Methodiſt 33 they had read of in the news- 
papers. hey told one another, and flocked about 
me, as if the ſoldiers had brought a monſter into 
the town. ; 

When we had ſtaid near an hour in the ſtreet, I 
and five more were ballotted at one houſe, where 


the 
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the people were ſo poor, they had not ſix ſeats for 
us to fit on, nor any beds; ſo we came back to the 


. officer's quarters, and they ordered four of us to 


another houſe, 

God gave me to ſpeak plainly to them, and ſe- 
veral of their neighbours, who came to ſee the Me- 
thodiſt. And then they ſaid, if this be the Me- 
thodrfſt doctrine, we pray God we may have it 
preached in this town; for hundreds would be glad 
to hear you.“ 

In the evening the head man of the town came 
in. He was a profeſt papiſt, but a moral honeſt man, 
and one who bore a good character in his neigh- 
bourhood, He aſked me many queſtions, and God 

ave me to anſwer him to his ſatisfaction. Indeed 
Peer ſaw a man of his rank ſo teachable and 
humble: his gold lace did not make him above 
liſtening to the goſpel : he ſeemed a man of found 
reaſon, as well as liberal education, I {pake near 
an hour, to prove the doctrine of juſtification by 
faith, and that both from the Old and New Teſta. 
ments: I ſhewed the truths of that juſtifying faith, 
and the neceſſity oi every man's having it, that he 
may eſcape the damnation of hell, The word had 
ſuch effect upon him, that his eyes diſcovered the 
tenderneſs of his heart: and when I had ended, 
he ſaid, I think no man in his ſenſes would dare to 
hinder you ſrom inſtructing finners in the way of 
{falvation : 2s for my own part I ſhall be glad to ſee 
you at liberty; and if you get clear of theſe men, 
and come again this way, I would have you call 
on me, | 
I was amazed to find ſuch a man among the Pa- 


* 


| piſs, having met with very few, either teachers or 


earers, of our own church, but what hold papiſt 
principles ten times ſtronger than this man, who 
calls himſelf a Papiſt. When he went away, he 
forced two ſhillings into my hand, which I would 
have returned, telling him I received no money, 
and needed none; but he would not take it again, 


laying, 
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ſaying he could afford it, and F might have oc- 
caſion for it on my journey. O God, be merciful to 
him, that gives a cup of cold water to thy ſervants. 

Next morning at two, the drum beat for us to 
march out of town, By eleven on Friday, we got 
to Northallerton; and by twelve ſettled in quarters. 
I weat into the market- place, and ſpake to thoſe I 
found there of the way of falvation; I hope not in 
vain, * Aſterwards, as I was fitting alone, there 
came a ſhopkeeper, and ſaid, if I would go to his 
houſe, he would give me glaſs of any liquor 1 
plzalzd to drink: 1:0'd him, 1 did not drink auiy 
ſtrong liquor: * Well, but ſaid he, 1 deſire your 
company, if you pleaſe, for half an hour.“ I went 
to his houſe, and drank tea with him and his fa- 
mily, and ſpake plainly to them: they received m 
exhortation with thank fulneſs, and ſaid, We have 
heard much of you, but never heard any of you 
before; ſeveral of you have paſſed through this 
town; and we wonder they have never preached 
here, If vou come again, we hope you will call 
and ſee us.” I gave them a book, and returned to 
my quarters. i 

Next morning at one, the drum beat ſor us to 
march, and we got to Darlington by nine. Here 
] was known to leveral, and by them made known 
to almoſt all the town. Many came to my quarters 
to talk with me; and others ſent for me. Whence 
the famine in our land? I find the people hunger 
aſter the word, as if there were no bibles in the 
nation, | 

We reſted here on Sunday, and T had many to ſee 
me, When they heard what our doctrine was, the 
cried, It is a ſhame to ſend a man lor a ſoldier for 
ſpeaking the truth: for let all men ſay what they 
will, this is the goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, 

In the evening, one of the officers came to me, 
and laid, © Well, Sir, Why was you not at church 
to-day?” I anſwered, „I was, Sir, and if you had 
been there you might have ſcen me; for I never 
miſs going, when i have an opportunity,” „Well, 
Sir, 
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Sir, he added, have you preached fince you came 
hither? Not publicly yet,. I replied,” He ſwore 
he wiſhed I would, that he might puniſh me ſe- 
verely, But, Sir, (I told him) if you don't repent 
and leave off that habit of ſwearing, you will be 
worſe puniſhed than you ate able to puniſh me. 
He nid, e will make you mind your firelock, and 
leave off your preaching,” . Yes, Sir, I anſwered, 
when I leave olf ſpeaking.” 

This was he that put me in priſon at York for 
preaching. As Saul hunted David, fo has this 
man hunted my ſoul; but I truſt the ſame God 
that deliver. David will deliver me from cruel 
men. 

He called for one of the ſoldiers, and took the 
cockade out of his hat, putting it in mine, and {wore 
he would make we wear it: this cauſed a ſore 
temptation to ariſe in me, to think that an ignorant 
wicked man ſhould thus torment me in the ſtreet, 
and priſon, and I was able to tie his head and heels 
together, I found an old man's bone in me; but 
the Lord lifted up a ſtandard when anger was 
coming in like a flood, elle I ſhould have wrung 
his neck to the ground, and ſet my foot upon him; 
which would have brought a reproach upon the 
goſpel, and wounded my own ſoul; but O! God 
is good to me, for he ſhewed me my danger and 
delivered me from it in a moment: then could 1 
look on him with pity, and pray for him fiom the 
ground of my heart. 

I gave feveral books away in this town allo; 
which we left the next morning. 

was much ſurprized at the good nature of the 
ſoldiers in all this march, for I believe twenty of- 
fered to carry the gun ſor me, or any thing elſe 1 
had. God, I found, ſupported me wonderfully in 
all theſe trials; for 1 could travel fiſteen or twenty 
miles faſting, as well as thole who ate and drank 
iwo or three times by the way. Surely man doth 
not live by bread alone; but the Lord 1s the {trength 
of Tfrac; the detender of all them that put their 

truſt 
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truſt in him, O God, be thou my guide unto 
death, 

We got to Durham by nine on Monday; but, in 
our way to Darlington, we had a river to croſs, and 
were obliged to wade through it. The day wes 
very hot; ſo that I had ſweat much, and caught 
cold immediately. I found myſelf much out of 
order when we got to Durkem, and deſired I might 
lie down a little. Corporal -, lay down with 
me, and fell aſleep. At twelve I awoke ſuddenly, 
as if ſome man had called me, and ſaid to the cor- 
poral, I muſt go to the market-place directly, for 
what I know not, neither which way to go to it, 
Nor I, he ſaid; but 1 will go with you, and we 
can enquire the way, Accordingly we did: and 
Juſt as we got thither my brother Heſtell was en- 
quiring for me among the ſoldiers. *+ Well, ſaid 
Mr. W—, I never ſaw ſuch a thing in all my 
life, that you ſhould thus awake, and come to meet 
your friend the minute he came to ſeek for you, 

We were much comforted together: he told me 
that Mr. 7ohn Weſley would be at Durham ſoon 
after four o'clock. I gave God thanks for that news. 
We went to a common about a mile from the town, 
and there we met Mr,*W—, My heart rejoiced to 
fee him; and great realon have I to give God 
thanks that I ever ſaw him, who was an inſtrument 
in God's hands of plucking me as a brand out of 
the fire.—And I have found him God's meſſenger 
for my good ever ſince. 

We came to the ſign of the Angel, and had ſome 
converſation together. He exhorted me to watch 
and pray; and did not doubt but my captivity 
would turn to the glory of God, and furtherance of 
the goſpel. At fix I went to anfwer my eall, and 
Mr. V. went into the Minſter, ; 

Afterwards I and Thomas Beard, my fellow-pri- 
ſoner, met Mr, V. — and our brother Errington, and 
went with them to the inn, and ſtaid till nine. Mr, 
Weſley ſaid, Brother Neon, loſe no time; ſpeak 
and {pare not, for God hath work for you to do in 
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every place where your lot is caſt: and when you 
have fulfilled his good pleaſure, he will break your 
bonds in funder, and we ſhall rejoice together,” 
When we had prayed together, we commended 
eich other to the grace of God, and ſo parted in 
body, not in ſpirit, 

Next morning the drum beat at one, and we 
were called up in the market-place, and cauſed to 

tand till three, and then marched off for Sunderland, 

which we reached by nine, When we were 
brought up in the town, I heard ſeveral of the in- 
habitants ſay, one to another, * That is the Me- 
thodift mentioned in the news-papers: for his look 
1s not like other men's.” O my God, why am I 
and my fellows become men that are wondered 
at ? 

While we ſtood, a landlord came to us, and ſaid, 
Sir, I wiſh you would quarter at my houſe; for I 
expett two, and {hall be glad to have you for one, 
and whom you chuſe for a comrade, I choſe cor- 
poral WW—, and aſked for a billet as the man de- 
hired, but could not get it: yet I believe we got the 
beſt quarters we could in Sunderland. Thus J lee, 
if we acknowledge God in all our ways, he will 
direct our paths. 

When I went to exerciſe, many came to ſee me, 
and I fell into diſcourſe with them, but could get no 
hold of them; for they aſſented and conſented to all 
I faid; and were fo full of what the world calls 
good-manners, that all I ſpake was written as on the 
ſind, though I talked with them ſeveral days: yet 
lome I truſt, will be mindful of their everlaſting 
welfare. 

On Saturday night I was ordered to ſtand centry 
on the Sunday following, bat I deſired I might 
ſtand another day, or pav for my guard, I believe 
ten men offered to ſtand for me, but all in vain; for 
the enſign, Who had ſhewed hatred againſt me all 
along, was the officer of the guard that day; and he 
proteſted he would make me do it mylelf, I aſked, 
Sir, what have I done, that I cannot have the ſame 
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liberty as another man? He anſwered, You love 
the church too well; and I will keep you from it, 
and make them go who do not hke to go, Kee 
me, O my God, from all anger, or ill will; for this 
man is {et to prove me, I went to the guard-houſe, 
and many came to talk with me; but I did not 
ſtand centry till fix on Monday morning, The 
enſign ſaying in the open ſtreet, I ſhould not go to 
church, becauſe I loved it, drew many of the 
people to me; and will turn, 1 am perſuaded, to the- 
turtherance of the goſpel. 

The week after Mr. M came. He had heard 
what the enſign had done, and came to me and 
aſked me how 1 did: and faid, I ain informed Mr. 
A-—— hindered you from going to church : but I 
will aſſure you, you ſhall not be hindered again as 
long as you are with us, 

I have ſound ſomething of good in this man 
ever ſince I knew him. He will hear reaſon, and 
ſeems to make a conſcience both of his words and 
actions. 

I was near an hour in his chamber, and he aſked 
me of the principal points of our dottrine. I made 
them as plain to him as I could, and he heard me 
with great candour, and faid, he had no-fault at all 
to find with it, He told me, the ftelt time that ever 
I faw you, I ſaw you was no vagrant; but it would 
he a ſcandal to all who were concerned in ſending 
or receiving fuch an one; for the att of parliament 
does not reach ſuch as you: but the reſt of the 
officers ſaid they could not help it, for you were 
delivered to us as a ſoldier by the s, and they 
are the rogues. No, Sir, I anf{wered, the] 8 
are in no fault, for I was never before one of them 
yet, He ſaid, © Who lent you then?” I replied, 
„ The commiſſioners.“ What evidence had they 
againſt you? The accuſation againſt me, by the con- 
{table's deputy was, „He preaches to the people; 
and he alſo confeſfed that he knew no other evil 
of me, Well, but the act of toleration clears you 
from that being a crime: what, had you no mar 
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to ſpeak ſor you? Yes, ſeveral were ready, but 
none were {uffered to do it; neither were the 
papers regarded, which my honeſt neighbours and 
gentleman fent on my behalf; for one of the com- 
miſhoners was the parſon of our pariſh, and he was 
the evidence againſt me, and they ſaid, they would 
hear no other, | 

Nay, faid Mr, M „it is no wonder they 
treated you fo, if the prieſt was concerned: for 
they have been at the head of all perſecutions for 
religion which have been ſigce the world began, 
1 ſee them ſo wicked, that I do not mind religion 
at all. But this is my religion: I believe there is 
one God, and that Chriſt his Son died for the 
world; 1 ſtrive to do honeſtly to all men; and to 
do a good turn to the meaneſt if I can: and I think 
my rcligion is better than theirs, who preach one 
thing and do another; for I have ſeen ſo much of 
them, that I will aſſure you, I would hear you as 
loon as any in the land. 

He ſaid, he could like to read ſome of our books; 
fo I made him a prelent of An earneſt Appeal, The 
Character of a Methodiſt, and the ſermon, Awake thow 
that flrepeſt., He has fince told me, that he has 
read, and likes them well. . 

This day he procured me a furlow to go to News 
caſile lor leven days; and I found I did not go u 
without the Lord; for my ſoul, and thoſe of the 
people, were refreſhed with the love of God: ſe— 
veral of the foldiers came to hear me preach, and 
gave great attention to the things which were 
ipoken., I found great freedom to ſpeak to the 
children, whom God has called out of the evit 
world, to ſerve him in this place. Watch over 
them, O my God, for good, and be thou their guide 
unto death, | 
On Tueſday my time was out to go back, I 
preached at Painſiee in the afternoon, to. an at- 
tentive congregation, and got to Sunderland by ſeven 
at night, This week I received a letter from Mr, 
C. H. that the E. of S. had aſſured the L. I. that I 
6 | | ſhould 
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ſhould be ſet at liberty in a few days. I ſaid, “ The 
Lord hath not forgotten to be gracious, for he hath 
taken my caule in hand, and it ſhall turn to his 

lory lor he alone hath done the work when all 
8 means ſeemed to fail. My enemies cried, 
We have made his bonds ſtrong, and none can de- 
Iiver him out of our ſnare; for we have put it out 
ol the ofhcers power to diſcharge him for any price. 
Lord, I beſeech thee open their eyes, and let them 
ſee the ſnare which Satan hah laid for their fouls, 
and eſcape by ſpeedy repentance, and faith in thy 
blood, 

This week 3 much out of health by the ſur- 
feit I got in marching; but found preſent eaſe by 
being blooded. The week folle Owing was ſent for 
by the captain to the Rore-houle ; and he infiſted 
on my going, "thoug 1 J was fo ill. When I came 
there, he and three more officers came and aſked me 
how I did. I told them; ard they ſaid, “Here is 
a good coat for you to keep? vou from the cold, that 
you may recover your health,” I ſaid, “ I have 
coats enough, if that would do, 1 need none of 
yours, They ſaid, they would make me wear it, 
and all other cloathing belonging to a ſoldier, I 
anſwered, „ou may "array me as a man of war, 
but I ſhall never fight, They aſked me, “ What 
is your reaſon?” My an{wer. w ws * 1 canal {ee 
any thing in this world worth fighting for. I want 
neither ics riches nor honours, but the 'D honour that 
cometh from God only: 1 regard neither its ſmiles 
nor its frowns; and have no busse it, but to 
get well out of. it.“ 

Then they ordered the ſerjeant to pull off my 
coat, and put a red one on me: when he had done 
it, the turned me round, and rejoiced over me, 
I ſaid, % You ſez the ſcripture cannot be broken, 
where it faith, IF they do this in the green tree, what 
wil; they do in the ary. What do you mean by 
that, they aſked ?” I anſwered, * The ſoldiers took 
Teſus and ftriþped him, and put a ſcarlet robe upon 
him, aud mocked him, as you have treated me, his 
ſervant, 
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ſervant, this day, for ſpeaking his words. He in- 
deed hath the greater condemnation who delivered 
me into your hands : but I pray God forgive you 
all,” Theſe words turned their countenance and 
behaviour towards me, and one of them laboured 
much from that time to find ſome way for me to be 
ſet at liberty. 

During my three weeks illerffs, many of the bre- 
thren and ſiſters from Newcaf/le, Biddick, and Pan- 
hee, came to ſee me, and God was pleaſed at that 
to give ſome the knowledge of ſalvation by the 
remiſſion of their fins; and to comfort all our hearts 
with his love. O may we ever keep his commare«!- 
ments, that we may continue in his love, even as 
| he hath kept his Father's commandments, and con- 
| tinued in his love, 

On Friday, July 27, John Graham, of Sunderland, 
came to me with an open letter in his hand, and 
ſaid, „Come, my friend, I have good news for 
thee, God hath heard the prayers of his people in 
thy behalf, and ſent thee deliverance : here, read 
this letter, which the Major hath ſent to the Cap- 
tain on thy account.” It was on this wile, “I 
have received an order from the Earl of S. to diſ- 
charge _ Nelſon, who was preſt from Birftal, 
in the Weſt Riding of Yorkſhire : therefore take his 
arms and cloathing from him which he has recetv- 
ed, and let me know if he had any pay lince he 
came, and fend him to me with a furlow,” Ac- 
cordingly I delivered all things I had belong- 
| ; ing to them, to Lieutenant M. who faid, He was 
| glad that I was releaſed, and wiſhed me well 
| | whereſoever I went: I had a furlow given me, and 
fet out in the afternoon with fome that were come 
| from Newcaſtle to ſee me; and got there by ſeven. 

All the Society gave God thanks on my bebalf, 
as foon as they faw me: for they had knowledge 
of my deliverance before I had. Next morning ! 
went to the Major's quarters about nine: when I 
#4 had waited about an hour, I was ordered to come 
at half an hour paſt eleven; I did ſo, and waited 
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another hour: then the Major called to me, and bid 
me come at half an hour after two and he would 

ſpeak to me: I came again as he ordered me, and 
when I had ſtaid near an hour, one of the captain's 
called me, and faid, © The Major is gone to dine 
with the Mayor of the town, and you will hardly 
ſee him to-night ; but you will be ſure to find him 
to morrow-morning,” I told him, that would not 
do for me; for my buſineſs was not to be done on 
the ſabbath, 

Near ſix in the evening, I ſaw the Major go along 
the ſtreet, and followed him to his lodgings ; he 
ſaid, „ have an order from the Lord S— to di{- 
charge you.” He ſent for the Adjutant, and or- 
dered him to bring two printed diſcharges with him, 
He came and three more of the officers with him, 
and filled up the diſcharge: When he had done, he 
ſaid, «1 wiſh all the men in our regiment would be- 
have as well as Mr. Ne{/on has done fince he has been 
among us, it would be better for us and them too, 
Then our Lieutenant ſaid, “ Indeed he has done 
much good ſince he came among us; for we have 
not had one third of the curſing and ſwearing in 
the regiment, which we had before he came: and 
he has given me ſeveral private exhortations, and 
ſome of their books; and I thank him for them, 
and his advice, for it is good.” Then the Major 
ſaid, „J wiſh I had a regiment of ſuch men as he 
is in all reſpects, ſave that one, his refuſing to fight; 
I would not care what enemy I had to meet, or 
where my lot was caſt.” “ Sir, if you fear God, I 
laid, you have no need to fear any thing elle : for 
they that fear him depart from evil, and ſeek to do 
his will, and not their own : they know that in 
his hands are the iſſues of life and death : there- 
fore they, fear not him that can kill the body only, 
but him that can deſtroy both body and ſoul in hell. 
And every one that has this fear is truly wiſe ; but 
he that dares commit fin, his wiſdom is the fooliſh- 
neſs of folly ; for he is pulling deſtruction on his 
own head, and fitting himſelf for the fuel of 7 
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fire. But he that is wiſe unto ſalvation is bold as 
a lion, and is more noble than to contend for the 
honour which cometh of men: for having bread to 
eat, and raiment to put on, he knows that is all this 
world can afford him, He pities the great ones of 
the earth, who feeds on huſks, and can be content 
with the empty title of Right Honourable; while, 
by ſin, they debaſe themſelves even down to hell: 
but by theſe things the god of this world blinds 
their eyes, ſo that very ſew of them ſee the way to 
heaven, as it is pointed out in the word of God.” 

„Well, ſaid the Major, if you are ſo {crupu- 
lous about fighting, what muſt we do?” I an- 
{wered, © It is your trade, and if you had a better it 
might be better for you.” But ſomebody, he re-. 
pled, muſt fight,” I ſaid, „If all men lived by 
faith in the Son of God, wars would be at an end:““ 
* That is true, he anſwered, if it was fo, we ſhould 
learn war no more.” 

But there is one thing ſaid he, Ideſire to know; 
tell me, . Do you make your ſermons ready before 
you go to preach, or do you ſpeak off hand ?“ I 
do not ſtudy what to ſay, but ſpeak as the Spirit 
of God enables me,” Well, ſaid he, I cannot tell 
what you mean by the Spirit of God.“ “The more 
is the pity, I anſwered, that you ſhould have lived 
fo long in the world, and know nothing of God 
yet: for we do not know God but by his own 
Spirit given unto us; and till we have received 
that Spirit, we are without God in the world: and 
no man can have this gift and not know it; for 
thus ſaith the Lord Jeſus, At that day ye all know 
that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
So that if God be true, we muſt know that Chriſt 
is in us, or we are none of his; for as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God; 
but if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 1s 
none of his; he is no chriſtian, no more than a 
Turk or Pagan is, unleſs he has the ſame ſpirit 
which raiſed Chriſt from the dead, to raiſe him 1n 
this world from the death of fin,” 

Here 
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Here one of the captains ſpake : “ You ſaid, one 
day, If we have not the Spirit of God, we are dead 
while we live,” „Did I ſo?” „ Yes, you did.“ 
„ Then I will prove it both from the dottrine of 
the church of England, (of which I profeſs myſelf 
a member) and from the word of God.“ God gave 
me to ſpeak plainly from both for about twent 
minutes; none contradicting me, but they both 
ſtood as dumb men. | 

Then the Major ſaid, “Here is ſuch a diſcharge 
for you, as I never gave before, but once; and put 
it into my hand: I told them, © I have now deliver. 
ed my own ſoul, and am pure from the blood of 
you all; for I have not ſpared either poor or rich, 
ſince I came among you, but have ſet hfe and death 
before you all, as you came in my way, I have 
declared unto you, that the wicked ſhall be turned 
into hell, and all the people that forget God ; and 
contrarywiſe, the bleſſed ſtate of them that repent, 
and obey the goſpel of Chriſt our Saviour: and I 
pray God to give you all to underſtand the things 
which belong to your everlaſting peace, and bleſs 
you in turning every one of you from your iniqui- 
ties: then ſhall we, meet another day to part no 
more.” The Major faid, “ I wiſh you well where- 
ever you go: for I believe you Method:jts are a 
well-meaning people ;” and fo ſaid they all, I gave 
them a book, and took my leave of them, : 

I went to the rcom, and preached that night, and 
had ſeveral of the ſoldiers to hear me, who gave 
attention to what I ſaid: then I took my leave of 
them, but ſome of them wept, and defired me to 
pray for them and ſaid, We are glad you are let at 
liberty, but ſorry to part with you, I commended 
them to God, and to the word of his grace, and 
truſt they will mind the exhortation, and become 
ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, 

On the 28th day of July, I was ſet at liberty to 
go whereſoever I thought was moſt to God's glory, 
who has delivered me from my bonds: for he hath 
done the work, and to him the glory is due, What 
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am I, that he ſhould care for me! But he is a God 
that heareth prayer: and the cries of his people 
inclined him to take my cauſe in hand, Praiſe the 
Lord, O my ſoul, who has kept thee in all thy 
trials, and hath not {uitered thee to faint in fore 
temptation ? 

. Now I find the words true which Mr, Aale 
I ey lent me at York; + Well, my brother, 1s the 
God whom you ſerve able to deliver you; and do 
you find him faithful to his word ? Is his orace{ti1l 
{uſficient for you? I doubt it not. He will not 
ſuller you to be weary or taint in your mind, But 
he had work for you to do, which you knew not 
of, and thus his counſel was to be fulfilled ! O loſe 
noiime 1 WII of 9knows how many fouls God may by 
this means deliver into your hands. Shall not all 
theſe things be ſor the furtherance of the golpel ? 
And is not the time coming when we ſhall cry out 
together? © Nay, in all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us.“ 

On the 29th of July, 1744, the day aſter I was. 
relealed f from my Captivity, [ preached at the room 
in Newcaſtle ; and the power of the Lord was pre— 
ſent, and ſeveral more were converted that week, 
and my own ſoul was refieſhed amongtt them. 

The week atier I ſet out for home; and brother 
Tinciler alſiſted me with a horſe as far as Ferry Hill, 
where we commended each other to the Grace of 
God, and I {et out on foot, 

The day after I met brother A/, and two more 
near Boroughoridge, coming to meet me with my 
mare * c topped and ſang praile together unto 
God, who had broken my bonds, and preſerved 
e ky in many e dangers. 

mo was given out ſor me to preach at Leeds that 

ight; and I preached in an open yard, to a large 
co: mpany of rich and poor, th at did not attend our 
preaching before ] was fent for a ſoldier: thus we 
ſe that what the enemies of the Lord Jeſus do to 
hinder his goſpel, helps to enlarge his kingdom. 80 
it is, hat he turns tac ferceneſs of men to his praiſe, 
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and the remainder of it he reſtrains; for not one in 
Leeds opened his mouth againſt me, but hundreds 
{aid they were glad to ſee me at hberty again, 

When I got home I found my wife and chil- 
deren well, and we praiſed God together. But 
when I came to converſe with the people, my ſoul 
was diſtreſſed within me, for thoſe that had ſhewed 
great love before I went, by their behaviour and 
countenance, now ſeemed to with I had not come 
back; for Mr. Viney, who had been with the Mo- 
ravians, had got among them in my abſence, and 
had preached to them another goſpel, They now 
told me, they did not want the law, or work. 
preaching any more, but that they wanted to be 
ted; and that neither Mr. Weſley nor I knew how 
to build up ſouls as well as Mr. Viney did. But I 
found that they were built up in an unholy faith; 
for they ſaid, to tell people that they mult be holy 
in this world, was Mr. IWefley's error and mine, and 
we kept ſouls in bondage, by preaching as we did: 
ſome of them, indeed, ſhewed their liberty, by 
trampling underfoot the law of God ard man, 

When I ſaw ſuch a havock made among the 
flock, by his foft words and fair ſpeeches, my ſoul 
was diſtreſſed within me, ſo that I could not eat m 
breU, I threw myſelf on the ground, and requeſted 
for death, ſaying, Lord, why haſt thou ſuffered me 
to come back fo ſee this evil? | 

When I preached, many ſtood like ſtocks or 
ones, and others ſmiled at one another; ſo that 
my preaching was like a feather thrown againſt a 
rock, or as water ſpilt upon the ground, except ta 
a few ſtrangers, who were affected. I ſaid, * Woe 
is me! for my children fly from me, as if I had 
brought the plague among them!“ 

1 banbiel myſelf before God, and begged for 
light that I might know his will; and I opened the 
book on theſe words, Pring forth therefore fruits 
meet for repentance; and think not to ſay within 
your ſelves, We have Abraham for our father, for I jay 
un yon, that God is able, 17 thefe ſtones, to raiſe up 
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b 
| 
\ 
4 
| 


(-: #68] 


children unto Abraham: and now alfo the ax is laid 
unto the root of the tree; therefore every tree, which 
bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down and cajt 
into the fire, I went out and ſtood upon a table, 
and preached from theſe words to a large congre- 
gation, who ſeemed to be as a people that had never 
heard the golpe! before, and there began to be a 
trembling amongſt them, when many fell to the 
hog. rm cried out, + Lord ſave, or I periſh!” 
Manv came to me weeping, and laid, We have 
been deluded by the German ſong: O pray for us, 
that God may give us back that tender conſcience 
which we have loſt ſince youleſtus, Then Mr. Viney 
went out of the congregation, hanging down his 
head, and owned us no more; but my ſoul revived 
again, for finners were converted, and others re- 
torcd to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, who had been 
wiſe above what 15 written, but ſome continue to 
this day in their %% ene I met with one 
of them the other day, ſo drunk, that he could not 
keep the cart-1oad. I aſked him, What he thought 
of himſelf now, if death was to ſeize him in that 
wretched condition? He ſaid, That he was not 
afraid to die, for he was as his Saviour would have 
him to be: and if he would have him to be holy, 
he would make him fo, but he was a poor inner, 
and he hoped to be lo to eternity.— He ſaid, “ You 
and John Weſley are enemies to the Lamb; for you 
want people to be holy here: but the Lamb ſhall 
have the honour of ſaving me: I will not offer to 
ſave myſelf like you Pharijees,” I cried out, Lord 
keep me from that deluſion.“ 

After ſome time I went to York; and found the 
ſeed ſown, in my captivity, had ſprung up, for 
nineteen had found peace with God, and twice as 
many Were under convictions, though they had no 
one to inſtruct them in my abſgence: but the little 
books I left them, viz. the Sermon on, Awake thou that 

eeße ſt, and Salvation by Faith, and the extract from 
the Homilies, and the nature and deſign of Chril- 
tianity, had been of great uſe to them, O what 
good 


C 


good might be done, if theſe books were ſpread 
through the land! 
Soon after, Mr, Weſley ſent for me to London, and 
I found my ſoul blefled in ſpeaking to the pcopie; 
and many came to hear out of curtohity, when they 
heard it was the man that had been in priſon; and 
ſeveral were convinced of the truth they heard. 
When I was at London, I received a letter from 
Sunderland, wherein I was delired to go to preach 
there, Two men that had converſed with me, 
when I was a captive there, had found the Lord; 
and they ſaid, That their fouls panted for the ſal- 
vation of their neighbours, So I fee God leads 
the blind, by a way they know not; for I thought 
all that I had faid there, was as water ſpilt on the 
ground: but the Lord confirms his own word, 
when we ſee little outward appearance of it, O 
how wonderful are thy works, O Lord! what a 
great fire is kindled by a little ſpark in that place! 
Now, I fee, that the wiſe man's advice is good: 
where he ſaith, & Sow thy ſeed in the morning; 
and in the evening withhold not thy hand; for 


thou knoweth not which ſhall proſper, this or 
that,” 6 


In my return from London, I preached at Not- 


tingham croſs, to a large congregation; molt of them 
behaved very well, except a few who had prepared 
ſquibs to throw in my face; but three of them were 
burnt with the fire that they intended for me, and 
went away, and left me to finiſh my diſcowſe qui- 
etly, When I had done, there came a ferjeant to 
the croſs to me, and fell down on his knees and 
{aid, © For the Lord's fake pray for me; for I came 
on purpoſe to pull you down; but the dread of 
God fell on me (when 1 ſaw thoſe bärnt with the 
ſquibs. that they intended to throw in your face) 
and your words came as a {word to my heart; and 
I am convinced that you are God's ſervants; I 
never ſerved either God or my king as I ought to 
do; but I hope I ſhall begin to lead a new life from 
this hour,” This being in the preſence of all the 
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people, it ſeemed to ſeaſon what I had ſaid to them. 
As I was preaching, one Stephen Dickſon, and two 
more preachers, came and ſtood awhile: they 
then ſpoke aloud, and ſaid, Why hear ye him? 
For he is as legal and blind as the two Weſteys 
themſeves, 

When I got home, I found the people in a proſ- 
deer, way; and the greateſt part of them quite de- 
livered from the Antinomian principles, that they 
had got into during my captivity; and the Lord 
had increaſed them in grace and number, to him 
be the glory given. 

Soon after, I went to Newcaſtle, and laboured 
there about three months, and had an opportunity 
to viſit them at Sunderland, I preached upon the 
croſs to the greateſt part of the town, who ad 
well, and ſtood all the time, though the ſnow was 
eight or nine inches deep, I went there as often 
as I could; and God viſited many with his ſalva- 
tion there, at Painfhee, and Biddick, who bleſſed 
God that I had been ſent among them. They ſaid, 
That they would pray for our miniſter, who was 
the cauſe of my coming; for they were more be- 
holden to him than to me; and let him intend 
what he would, they had reaſon to bleſs God in 
this behalf. So 1t is evident, God hath his way 
in the whirlwind, and his path in the great waters, 

In my return to Leeds, I found that the Lord had 
greatly bleſſed the labour of Jonathan Reeves and 
John Bennet; ſeveral being converted by their 
preaching, both there and at Birſtal. 

I was afterwards ordered to Briftol, In my 
way I called at Nottingham; and as I was preach- 
ing, a mob came into the houſe, and made a noile, 
as if they had been in a cock-pit, fo that my voice 
could not be heard for ſome. time, When they 
were ſilent, I began to ſpeak, and one of them came 
behind me, and filled my mouth with dirt out of 
the channel. I think I never felt myſelf ſo near 
being choked in my life: but when I had got the 
dirt out 1 ſpoke again. The ringleader of _— 
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turned about, and ſaid, „Let him alone, for he is 
right and we are wrong; and if any one of you 
touch him, I will knock him down.” He guarded 
me to my lodgings, and bore many þlows for me : 
he deſired me to pray for him, that he might not 
reft till he had found peace with God, for he was 
ſure he fought againſt the truth; but by grace he 
would do ſo no more. 

I found peace at IVednefbury; and ſeveral, who 
had been perſecutors, were converted, and were 
content to bear the reproach of the golpel. O what 
a good God have we to deal with! It is plain, 
whoever turn at his reproof, he will pour out his 
Spirit upon them, and 1eceive them into his family, 
after all they have done to provoke him, 

I found peace at all the places in my way to 
Briſtyl; and my foul was refreſhed among the people 
in that city, Here, and in part of Sowerfatflirre, 
and Milthire, 1 {pent four months, Several were 
awakened at Poulton, Colſord, Oakley, Shepton- Mallet, 
Road, and Bearjield ; ſo God doth work, and none 
can hinder; though the inſtruments be ever fo 
weak; if he bids them, a worm ſhall ſhake the 
carth, : 

While I was in theſe parts, the rebels entered 
our land; and many trembled ſor ſear of the ap- 
proaching calamities, that were expected at their 
coming and attended the word and prayer, though 
they uſed not to attend be fore: but after the Lord 
had put his hook in the febels' jaws, and turned 
them back by the way they came, many were as 
_ careleſs about their fouls as ever, 

A little' before ? left Briſtol, I received a letter 
from Mr, Charles Wejley, containing only the fol- 
lowing words, + My brother, you muſt watch and 
pray, labour and ſuffer: my ſpirit is with you; you 
will ſhortly be wanted in Yorkflire, Farewell.“ 


Indeed God hath made him a true prophet to me: 


for I fee as much need to watch and pray as ever I 
did; and I believe 1 ſhall, as long as I am in this 
howling wildernels; and to exert all my ftrength, 
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in labouring to perſuade ſinners to fly from the 
wrath to come, for I ſee mylelf a debtor to all 
men, 

I remember, about eight months before I was preſt 
for a ſoldier, Mr. C. Weſley was preaching near my 
houſe, in the open ſtreet; and ſaid in his preaching, 
« Before I ſhall come to preach here again, the de- 
vil will be permitted to caſt ſome of you into priſon ; 
but that ſhall turn to the glory of God, and to the 
furtherance of the goſpel.” 1 little thought then 
that the cloud would burſt on my head; but when 
it did, his words were a ſupport to me in my trials. 

When I left Briſtol, I met with many ſufferings: 
at almoſt every place where I came to preach, mobs 
were raiſed, as if they were determined to kill me, 
and all God's children, in a kind of thankſgiving, 
becauſe the rebels were conquered. O what ſtupid 
creatures are men in their carnal ſtate! 

When I got to Nottingham, I preached to a peace- 
able congregation. About half an hour after I had 
done, as I and four or five more were ſitting by the 
fire, the conſtable, with a mob at his heels, came 
ruſhing into the houſe, and ſaid, Where is the 
preacher? I ſaid, © I am he, Sir.” He replied, 
+ You muſt go with me before the mayor,” I ſaid 


Where is your warrant?” He replied, My ſtaff 
is my warrant.— Come, lads, help me; for I will 


make him go before the mayor.” 1 faid, „I am 
not afraid to go before him; but it is your buſineſs 
to take up that ſwearer; you hear, there is another 
that ſwears, and if you don't take them up, it is in my 
power to make you pay forty ſhillings for not doin 

your duty,” He regarded not what I ſaid, but haled 
me away, When we had got almoſt to the mayor's 
houſe, a gentleman-like man ſaid, “ Conſtable, 
where are you going with him?” He ſaid, © To the 


mayor.“ He replied, © Pray don't; for the mayor 


is their friend, and ſays, he will put any one that 


diſturbs them into the houſe of correttion : therefore 


carry him before alderman H——1, and he will do 
for him,” Then we muſt turn another way, ſaid 
he.“ 


Aa 


n 
he.” But I ſaid, I inſiſt upon going before the 


mayor.” But he replied, I will make you go where 
I pleaſe, I faid, * You told me you muſt carry 
me before the mayor: I find you are a ſtrange of- 
ficer, to encourage {wearing and tell lies your- 
ſelf,” Then the mob ſhouted and cried, « Help 


us to guard the Methodiſt preacher to the houle of 


correction.“ 

By that time we got to the alderman's houſe, 
there were ſeveral hundereds gathered together; 
and when we came there, he ſaid, © Whom have 
you brought, conſtable?” To me he faid, © I won- 
der you can't ſtay in your own places; you might 
be convinced by this time, that the mob of Not- 
tingham will never let you preach 8 in this 
town.“ I replied, © I beg pardon, Sir, I did not 
know before now, that this town was governed by 
a mob; for moſt ſuch towns are governed by ma- 
giſtrates.“ He bluſhed and ſaid, Do you think 
that we will protect Iſley, and you, a pack of 
you? No; I believe: you are the cauſe of all the 
commotions that hath been in the land,” I re. 
plied, © Sir, can you prove that one man that is 
Joined to us did aſſiſt the Pretender, with either 
men, money or arms?” He faid, „It hath been 
obſerved, that there was always ſuch a preaching, 
bawling people, before any judgment came upon 
the land.” i replied, “ That is the Pele of 
God towards the people, for ſending his meſſengers 


to warn them to repent, that they may eſcape his 


judgments here, and the torments of the damned 
hereafter,— Sir, You may as well ſay, that it was 


through Jeremiah that the Chaldeans deſtroyed the 


temple, and took the inhabitants of Jeruſalem cap- 
tives, becauſe he told them it would be ſo if the 
did not repent, and turn to God, No, Sir, It 1s 


not for praying and preaching, that evil comes on 


a land, but for 2 and curſing, ſor drunken- 
neſs and debauchery, for e the poor, and 
loving pleaſure more than God; and for denying 


the Lord that bought us, Thele are the people that 
N bring 
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bring the ſword, peſtilence, and famine into the 
land.” The conſtable ſaid, „Do you think we 
will take warning by ſuch fellows as you.” J ſaid, 
« If you will not, you mult fcel the blow; for if 
there is not a reformation in the land, God will 
pour out his judgments upon man and beaſt; there- 
fore I warn you all to look unto the rod, for it is 
appointed to them that diſobey the golpel.” Then 
the alderman faid, “So, fo, you muſt not preach 
Here; | verily believe you are a good man.” Then, 
he ſaid, © Conſtable, I will not fend this man to 
the houſe of correction: I think, as you keep a 

ublic-houſe, you may let hm lic there W 
for he is on his journey.“ The conſtable ſaid, “I 
beg that he may not be at my houſe.” Well then, 
ſaid he, © He may go to Mary IV/zite's, where he 
came from.” I ſpoke a few more words to him, 
and wiſhed him a good night. He ſaid, „Mr. 
Nelfon, I with you well wherever you go.“ 

When 1 had got into the ſtreet, I don't know 
but there might be a thouſand people; but I faw 
not one that I knew; therefore I went and ſtood 
under a lamp that my acquaintance mige ſee me. 
The alderman came to the door, and ſaid to the 
conſtable, Take care of Mr. Neon, that no one 
moleſt him; ſee him ſafe to Mary }Ihite's,”—The 
conſtable ſeemed much aſhamed, and did as he was 
ordered. Then the man that adviſed him to carry 
me before the alderman, came to me and ſaid, 
« Thy nimble tongue hath delivered thee at this 
time.“ I ſaid, „No, Sir, It is my God who hath 
the hearts of all men in his hands,” 

When we got to Mary IWiite's, we ſung a hymn, 
and gave praile to God, and prayed for our enemies, 
and recommended each other to God's care and 
protection; and we had a comfortable meeting at 
five the next morning. 

When I got home, I found all things in a com- 
fortable way, and the Lord added many to the num- 
ber of his children that winter, and ſeveral died in 


the triumph of faith. IFonderful art thou, O Lord, 
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in all thy works : and as thou art in majeſly, fo art 
thou in mercy. 
One day I happened to fall in company with a N 
gentleman, that was called one of the chief teachers ; 
an Hrael, who began to redicule Mr. John Weſley, 
and all that labour with him, ſaying, They are a | 


ſhort-ſighted, ignorant ſet of people, neither are they | 
willing to be inſtructed in the truths of the goſpel.” | 
I ſaid, “Sir, I am one of them, and I am open to 1 
conviction: ſhew me our error, and I hope by 
grace to forſake it.“ He ſaid, + You all deny the | 
faith delivered to the ſaints, in denying election and F 
reprobation.“ I ſaid, © I do not know that that is 
the faith of the goſpel; for the Apoſtle Paul ſaith, 
It was not written for Abraham's ſake alone, that faith 
was counted to him for righteouſneſs, but for our fakes, 
if we believe in him that raiſed our Lord Feſus Chriſt 
from the dead, who was delivered for our offences, and 
raiſed again for our — Ithink, therefore, that 
this 1s the aith of the goſpel, That I with my heart 
believe that Jeſus Chriſt died for my ſins, and roſe 
again for my juſtification; that he died for me, that 
his life might be made manifeſt in my mortal fleſh, 
that I might not live to myſelf, but to him who died 
for me: and this faith kindles a flame of love in 
the heart of thoſe that receive it, to God and every 
ſoul of man ; and I would not give a ſtraw for any 
thing called faith, ſhort of this. The ſame apoſtle 
faith, that his commiſſion to the people and to the 
Gentiles, was to open their eyes, and to turn them - 
from darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God; that they might receive forgiveneſs of fins 
and an inheritance among them that are ſanctified, 
by faith in Jeſus Chriſt : but there is not one word 
of Reprobation in his commiſſion; and if any come 
to preach another goſpel, let him be accurled.” He 
ſtormed at me, and called me a muddey-headed 
creature ſeveral times,—-l ſaid, © My head is muddy, 
or your doctrine is unclean, If you clear God, and 
not make him a liar, nor guilty of perjury, nor the 
author of all ſin, then, I may think as you a 
ez. 


* 


$ 
5 
| 
0] 
! 


( 130 ) 


Taid, “ What do you mean?” I replied, “ He hath 
laid (ſeveral times, that he is no reſßector of perſons; 
but you have given him the lie many times, ſince I 
carne in your company; and you have made him 
guilty of perjury; for he ſwears by his own life, that 
he hath no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner. And you 
have affirmed, That it is God's plealure, to leave 
the greateſt part of mankind to an unmerciful devil, 
to govern them here, and to torment them hereafter : 
nay you affirm, That it is his good pleaſure to 
damn infants from their mother's womb.—0 Sir, 
beware what you ſay againſt the God of love: for 
you have made him worſe than Moloch: by your 
words, that man 1s as much doing the will of God, 
that cuts his tather's throat, and he that raviſheth 
his own mother, as he. that feedeth the hungry and 
clotheth the naked. —O Sir! Is this the God that 
was in Chriſt, reconciling the world to himſelf? No, 
He 1s loving to every man, and his mercy is over all 
his works: and St, John ſaith, He that loveth ts born 
of God ; and knoweth-God, for God is love.“ Then 
he made a noiſe like a butcher in the Bear- garden. 
When I could be heard, I ſaid, “Sir if ever you 
preach again, I mult look upon you either as a fool 
or knave.” He ſaid, Why ſo?” I replied, you ſay 
the elect were choſen from eternity, and the reſt ſet 
apart for miſery; and that the decree cannot be 
broken; and if you think one of the choſen can be 
loſt for want of preaching, or one of the reprobates 
can be ſaved by your preaching, you mult he void 
of reaſon, and ſomething worſe if you believe the 
thing 1s fixed, and that preachigg will aggravate 
the torment of the loſt, and that the greateſt part 
of your hearers ere loſt, who help to maintain you 
as a gentleman, only to increaſe their damnation.” 
He looked at me with a ſtern countenance, and 
laid, I was as bad as Weſley himſelf, I replied, 
Sir, Why do you find fault? If what you lay be 
true, God hath decreed me to think as I do? And 
how can I break the decree ?” He ſaid, „ hate to 
hear you talk fo.” Then I anſwered, © Do you > ya 
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God to break his decree?” Then he went away 
in a rage, 

Another preacher of the ſame fort, heard of our 
diſpute, and told me, He would put a queſtion to 
me, that would drive me from inherent righteouf- 
neſs; viz, © It the white raiment, that thoſe ap- 
peared in before the throne of heaven, was not the 
unputed righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt ?”—I ſaid, '| 
6 No Sir.“ But he argued it was. I then faid, „It is : 
almoſt blaſphemy, in my opinion to lay fo,” He 
ſaid, © What do you mean?” J anſwered, © The 
{cripture ſaith that They came out of great tnbulation ; 
and waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb 1 never heard that his liſe was 
ſtained by tin; neither man nor devil could accuſe 
him theicof: his righteouſneſs had no need of 
waſhing; it is blaſphemy to ſay that it did; for 
ſhame, go home and read the icriptures, and you 
will ſee, it is the blood of Jeſus Chrift that cleanſes 
from all fin, but clokes none: when a ſoul appears 1 
in that company, it is not like a dunghill covered 11 
with ſnow, but really pure, and is, by the power 
of Jeſus Chriſt's ſpirit, reſtored to the image of God, 
in which it was at Grit created; and then, and not FL 
till then, can it enter in at the gates of the New 11 
Jeruſalem, and join the angels and the archangels, 
and ſpirits of juſt men made perſect, to ſing an 
eternal anthem to the Great Three-One.—He ſaid, 
© You ſhall never make me think as Weſley and you 
do.“ I replied, © If you don't in this world, you 
will in the next; for if you die defiled and un- 
clean, you mult be caſt into a lake that burneth 
with fire and brimſtone; ſo you had better begin 
now yourſelf, and adviſe your hearers to cry out, 
Create in me a clean heart; and renew a right fhirit 
within me, O Lord: for none but the pure in heart 
can ſee God. - He ſaid, + He did not care what I 
could ſay, for his ſalvation was completed when 
Chriſt hung on the croſs.” I rephed, © Not fo, for 
he did not repent for you: you mult repent for 
yourſelf, or eternally periſh, after all he hath done 
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and ſuffered for you and me; and if you do not 
believe, that he died for your ſins, and roſe again 
for your juſtification: nor was he riſen again when 
he hung on the croſs, which yet was a neceſſary 
par of the work which he came to do: nor was 

e born again for you, for you muſt be born again, 
or you can never enter into the kingdom of heaven; 
and be as really made a partaker of the divine na- 
ture by regeneration, or you have no more 
right to call God your ſather, or heaven your in— 
heritance, than I have to call King George my 
father, and his throne mine,” He ſaid, © You are 
a ſtrange let of people ;” and left me. O, my God, 
take the matter into thy own hand, and put a ſtop 
to that antichriſtian doctrine, that is ſpreading as a 
flood in our land; and give the people to lee the 
truth as it is in Jeſus; and create ſuch an hunger- 
ing and thirſting after inward holineſs, that they 
may pant as the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, till all that is in them be made holineſs to 
the Lord, 

I was in hopes that I had done with that ſort of 
people, but a third came to me ſoon aſter in a rage, 
and ſaid, That I was an enemy to the goſpel, I 
alked, „ Wherein, Sir?“ He ſaid, „In ſaying that 
Chriſt died for all; and in denying imputed righ- 
teouſneſs.“ I anſwered, „Faith in Chriſt is im- 

uted for righteouſneſs, to every ſoul that be- 
Lora; and they are freely forgiven for his ſake, 
received into God's favour an, family, and are 
made partakers of that ſame ſpirit, that raiſed our 
Lord from the dead; whereby they are enabled to 
deny ungodlineſs, and worldly luſts, and to live 
a godly, righteous, and ſober life, in this pre- 
ſent evil world; and to perfect holineſs in the 
fear of God, In the ſcripture ſenſe, theſe live 
not, but Chriſt liveth in them; and he doth ac- 
tually deſtroy the works of the devil, and rein- 
ſtamp the image of God in the ſoul; and I read of 
no other qualification to fit a foul for God's com- 
pany.” He ſaid, & You are ſtupid; and fo are all 
| they 
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they that follow Weſley ; but I believe as I ſay, 


and ſo do many better men than either he or you,” 
I anſwered, © If you and all the preachers in En- 
gland were to believe ſo, I will not give you credit 


unleſs the word of God, expreſsly ſays, that Chriſt 
did not die for all; but it faith ſeveral times, that he 


did die for all: but not once that he did not die for 
all: and how you came to be wiſe above what is 
written, Iknow not; neither do I want fuch wiſdom,” 


\ 1 added, «Tell me, Sir, did you ever feel the love of 


God in your own foul? If you did, I appeal to your 
conſcience, that at that time you found love to every. 
"ſoul of man: now this was not your nature, but the 
nature of God; and if one drop of the bucket could 
ſo ſwell your ſoul, what mult that ocean be from 
whence it came? But I cannot help thinking, that 
you of that principle never knew God, or if you 
had knöwn him, you have forgotten him; for you 
make him worſe than Me{2ch,” On this he fell into 
a rage with me. I ſaid, © Be nat angry with me, but 
rather be conſiſtent with yourſelf; and if I could 
believe as you do, Iwould not have lo longtroubled 
the people with preaching; for yon ſay, Not one 
of them that Chriſt died for can periſh, nor the reſt 
he ſaved.” Then why do you and I beat the air ? 
For Chriſt will have his, you ſay, and the Devil 
muſt have his: therefore let each have their own 


quietly ; and do not torment the poor creatures be- 


. fore the time,” He then went away in haſte, and 
{ent for arguments to thole of his own ſtamp in 
London, to put a ſtop to univerſal redemption and 
inward holineſs; but never vet brought them to me. 
Soon after, I met with a Roman Catholic, who be- 
gan to condemn all ſects and parties, ſaying, *They 
muſt all periſh, that die out of the pale of the 
church; that there is but one true church, and 
that the church of Rome is it.“ I ſaid, © What= 
ever the Church of Rome is, you do not belong to 
Chriſt's church yet; for you curſe and ſwear, and 
get drunk, and break the ſabbath; and while you 
continue to do fo, you belong ta the ſynagogue of 


. Satan,“, 
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Satan,” But he ſaid, Their prieſts had Peter's 


power, and could and would forgive the fins of all 
that belong to their community, I ſaid, “Not ſo; 
{or one wicked man cannot forgive another, nor for- 
give his own fins; no, it is God that is offended, 


and it is he that is offended that muſt forgive the 


offender; one rebel cannot forgive another; it is 
the King that muſt forgive both, or both muſt ſuf. 


fer, You ſay alſo, that the wafer is the real bod 
and the wine the teal blood of Chriſt, after coul 


cration. Then, according to you, whoſoever is a 
artaker of it, hath eternat life abiding in him; but 
the ſcripture ſaith, that no whoremonger, or drunkard, 
or blaſbhemer, hath eternal life abiding in him ; and 
you know that many of your church, that are par- 
takers of the Euchariſt, are ſuch, Nay, St. Bout 
tells us, in the 5th chapter of the epiſtle to the Ga- 
lalians, of ſeventcen ſorts of finners, that ſhall not 
inherit the kingdom of God; therefore be not de- 
ceived, neither caſt away the reaſon God hath given 
vou. Now bring your wafer, and ſet it be fore a 
ſwine, an apc, or a bear, and they will devour it: 
how then can you dare to ſay, that it is divine: if 
it be ſo, theſe brutes muſt be raiſed up at the laft 
day, as well as you.” He gave me bad words; and 
another of them {aid, if he might have his will on 
me, he would have me boiled in oil; then left me, 
Oh, my God, rend away the veil of ignorance 
from that people, and let all nations ſee thy 
lalvation! 1 
On my journey to the place, where I was going 
to preach, I called at a gentleman's houſe, where 
was much company; and he inſiſted I ſhould ſtay 
and dine with them. I deſired to be excuſed, He 
laid, What is your reaſon? You have time 


enough on your hands.“ I rephed, “Sir, I don't 
Care to affront you in your own houſe,” © What 


= 


do you mean?“ he ſaid. I anſwered, „If I affront 
the gentlemen at your table, it will affront you; 
and 1 do not expect to it at the table to-day, but I 
mall hear the name of the Lord blaſphemed, 
13 though 
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though there are two clergymen in the company: 
and if I do, I muſt reprove them, or carry a guilty 
conſcicnce home, which I will not do for all you 
have.“ He ſaid, “I inſiſt on you to dine with me: 
and you are welcome to reprove lin; and if I be 
guilty, reprove me firſt,” I aid, 5 You, Sir, as 
on as any one, or I ſhould not love your foul as 
well as another's.” r | 
When we were ſet down, I had ſcarce time to 
eat one morſel, before I had occaſion to reprove; 
for one gentleman was a Roman Catholic, and be 
ſcarce ſpoke three words, but one was an oath. I 
taid to the maſter of the feaſt, © Tacre is one thing 
too deep for me"? I cannot fathom it.” He ſaid, 
„ What is that?” I anſwered, „When I ſee a man 
endowed with reaſon, and of a liberal education, 
run himſelf out of breath four no prize,” He ſaid, 
«© What do you mean?“ I replied, © When ſuch 
an one will damn his ſoul with ſwearing and 
_ curling, it is like running for no prize. If he damn 
his ſoul to gratify his vain and fooliſh deſires, he 
hath a ſort of pleaſure, though it is brutiſh;” but the 
other brings neither pleaſure nor credit,” Then 
faid the gentleman, ** Peter ſwore.“ I ſaid, “ Hedid 
ſo; but when he had done, he went out and wept 
bitterly; and I do not uy ole, he ever ſwore again, 
—Sir,. I with you wou 435 as he did.” He ſaid, 
„Well, I own it is not right to ſwear; but here are 
ſome of your clergy (as you call yourſelf a church 
man) that will ſwear as much as me, when they are 
hunting,” I faid, „Sir, I am ſorry to hear that; 
but it will not juſtify you or me, if we ſwear, be- 
cauſe your prieſt and my miniſter will ſwear,” 
Then another ſaid, „Do you think, that Mr. 7ohn 
Wefley would not ſwear a vain oath for a hundred 
ounds?”* I anſwered, *I believe he would not 
wear a vain oath, to ſave his neck from the gal- 
lows; if 1 was ſures he would, I would turn m 
back on him for ever.” The Roman Catholic ſai 
I neither care what you nor he faith; for hunt. 
will, and I have as $900 a pack of fox dogs as 18- 
2 ; in 
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in the kingdom, and a couple of as good horſes to 
follow them; which do but coſt me about two 
hundred pounds a year, and I can well afford it.“ 
—But I ſaid, Sir, how will you anſwer for 
ſpending two hundred pounds a year, when you 
come to give an account of your ſtewardſhip?” He 
anlwered, „It is my own; I am not a ſteward.“ [ 
replied, © You are but a ſteward, Sir; for the earth 
2s the Lord's and the fulneſs thereof ; fo are the cattle 
on a thouſand hills, He ſays, The gold is mine, and 
tte fiulver is mine; and he will ſay to you, © Thou 
halt taken my gold and my ſilver, and ſpent it on 
ty dogs and horſes, and lighang cocks, in the 
room ot feeding the hungry, and cloathing the 
n:zked, or as being a huſband to the widow, or as 
a father to the fatherleſs, or as eyes to the blind, or 
legs to the lame. O, Sir, conſider, it is but a little 
wile, before God will ſay to you, Come, and give 
account of thy flewardſlip, for thou muſt be no longer 
fAeward! Then you will wiſh, all that you have 
ſpent in voluptuouſneſs, and vain pleaſures, had 
been given to the poor and needy,” Then the two 
clergymen whiſpered together; and the whiſper 
went round to the Roman Catholic; and he ſaid, 
© Why did God make dogs of ſuch a nature, if it 
was not for gentlemen's diverſion?” I anſwered, 
„ Who dares ſay, that God made them fo?” He 
ſaid, © Did not God make them?” Yes, Sir, I re- 
plied, and you too; but not as you are.“ He faid, 
% What do you mean?” I ſaid, When God had 
finiſhed the creation, he pronounced every thing 
good; and there was no death in any creature, 
But when {in entered into the world, then death 
entered into the world by fin; but before man 
ſinned againſt his Maker, there was nothing in one 
creature, that would take the life of another: 
no; the hare would as ſoon have hunted the 
10und, as the hound the hare; at that time, the 
Hamb would as ſoon have killed the lion, as the 
lion the lamb; and the pigeon the hawk, as the 
hawk the pigeon, Bat ſince the fall, the earth is 

curſed 


G 


curſed ſor man's ſins, and every thing that it produ- 
ces: nay, it is all a curſe to man, till it is ſanctiſied 
to him by prayer. And J don't believe, that your- 
or any one that is here, go to your knees, to deſiro- 

God to give his bleſſing on your undertakings, when 

ou go a hunting, and to enable you to uſe the 
hun and horles to his glory; not believing, that | 
ou can do any thing that will pleaſe him better.“ 
He ſaid, “I have heard, that Hey had taught you 
the art of reaſoning; and I find he has,” I replied 
„Sir, if you or any man that is preſent, can dif. 

prove what I fay, let them do it now,” 

After my return to Leeds I went to Wakefeeld, 
and preached to a ſmall but ferious congregation. 
The next morning I ſet out for Xirt-Teaton: and 
in my way, I called to breakfaſt with a friend in 
Harborough; but before I had been there kalf an 
hour, the houſe was beſet with almoſt the whole 
town, men, women, and children, that cried out, 
with one voice, “ Bring him out, that we may put | | 
him in the river.” 1 went out to them, and faid, 1 
«© What do you want?” They damned me, and ſaid, | 
© You, you Methodiſt dog.” I replied, © What have 
I done to you; Iam not going to preach here now,” 
Then the parſon's ſon fwore, “ou ſhall never 
preach more for we will drown you in the river this 
day.“ And I found that almoſt the whole town had 
N agreed together, that all the journeymen and ap- 
prentices ſhould leave work, as ſoon as the next 
reacher came inte the town, and put a halter about 
bis neck, and drag him mto the river, and drown 
him, that the town may be quit of them for ever ; 
and the parſon's fon was the captainof the mob, who 
had prepared a craſy man to put the halter about my 
neck: and he ſtood with one in his hand, and a 
butcher with a rope to help to liale me along; but 
while my voice could be heard, they had not power 
to touch me: then they went to the clerk's : 1 
and got fix large hand-bells, and came and rung 
them round me, ſo that my voice could not be heard; 
then the madman, Who was above ſix feet high, put 
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the halter to my throat, but I put my hand between 
my throat and it, and puſhed it back, and the man 
fell to the ground, as if he had been knocked down . 
with an axe; and the butcher ſtood trembling and 
touched me not, The conſtable then came with his 
ſtaff in lris hand; upon which the mob cried, Here 
is the conſtable; let him come, and he will put the 
rope on him now; for he will help us.” He came to 
me, and I ſeid, Are you the conſtable 2”? He laid, 
«Yes, I am; and that I will let you know,” I ſaid, 
« Iamglad you are come; and I charge you in the 
king's name to do your office.“ He ſaid, „What 
is my office?“ J anſwered, It is to quell this mob; 
and to deliver me out of their hands: and if I have 
done any thing contrary to law, to carry me before 
a magiſtiate; and let me be puniſhed by the law,” 
He turned pale; and faid, © Where are you going?“ 
I faid, © I was going to the ſtable to get my horſe, 
but was topped by this mob,” He bid them befilent ; 
and faid, „Follow me.“ He went to the ſtable and 
led out my horſe, and held the ſtirrup, while J got 
on : he then led him quite through the crowd, and 
bid me go on in the name of the Lord, O, my God! 
hitherto thou haſt helped me! | 

When Loot to my place, we had a comfortable 
meeting; for the power of the Lord was preſent to 
heal; and one that had waited long, was ſet at li- 
berty: and all prailed the Lord on my behalf, for 
his delivering me from the hands of the ungodly, 
I went once more to Fort, in Paſſion week; and 
preached on Good Friday, at Iepworth-moor, to a ſe- 
rious peaceablepeople; and gave out to preach there 
on Eaſter Sunday, at eight in the morning: then I 
went to a village about three miles from York, where 
I preached to a very large and well-behaved con- 
gregation. 

On Zaſter Sunday I went to Hepworth- moor, at the 
time appointed, and found two companies of people 
allembled: the one came to hear the word and the 
other to mob. After we had ſung a hymn, and 
prayed, I opened my book on theſe words: God 

EST; © having 
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having raifed up Nis Son Jeſus Chrift, and ſent him tg 


bleſs you, in turning every one of you from your inuqui- 
ties; and I went on to prove that this was his bu- 
ſineſs in this preſent evil world, actually to fave 
all true believers from their fins; and that it was 
neither ſect, party, nor opinion, that made a man a 
real member of Chriſt's church: but the real chriſ- 
tians are thoſe that are ſaved from their ſins, by Telus 
Chriſt, both from omitting, and committing ; and 
every thing ſhort of this, wasnot chriſtianity; there- 
fore, I ſaid, „Be not deceived; for whatſoever is 
deſiled, or unclean, cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven, but mult be caſt into the lake that burn- 
eth with fire and brimſtone: and as this day is kept 
in the remembrance of God's raiſing his Son up to 
bleſs us, let every one cry out, © Lord bleſs me, 
and turn me from my iniquuies,” Then a genileman, 
a Papiſt, that brought the rebels to mob, cried, 
Knock out the brains of that mad dog;” and per- 
fectly gnaſhed with his teeth. Immediately a ſhower 
of ſtones came, and hit many of the people, and 
they continued to throw, till not one could ſtand to 
hear me; nevertheleſs, not one ſtone hit me, though 
I fond as a mark on the table, when all were fled 
from me, and I taiked to the mob: but when I got 
down, and was going away, one hit me with apiece 
of a brick on the back of my head, and 1 fell flat on 
my face, and muſt have lain for ſome time, had not 
two men liſted me up; but I could not ſtand for 
fometime, The blood ran down my back quite into 
my ſhoes, and the mob followed me through the 
eity, ſwearing, that they would kill me, when they 
had got me out of it, I ſaid unto the Lord, Lord, 
thou waſt ſlain without the gate, and thou canſt de- 
liver me from the hands oftheſe blood-thirity men.“ 
When I was got over the bridge, a gentleman came 
and took me by the hand, ſaying, What is the 
matter that you bleed ſo.” Some oi the mob an- 
{wered, © That is but little to what we will do to 
him.” Then the gentleman pulled me into hishoule ; 
and told the mob if they did not diſperſe immedi- 
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ately, ſome of them ſhould be in the caſtle before 


an hour was at an end, Then they fied away: and 


he ſent for a Surgeon to dreſs my head, 

I lay down £08 and brother Slaton came with 
my horſe, and I rode to Ackham, where I was to have 
preached, at five in the afternoon; but juſſ at that 
time, there came about ten young gentlemen, ſome 
in the coach, ſome on the box, and behind the 
coach; who began to ling the ſongs of the drun- 
kards and to thiow rotten eggs at the women. 

I and two more were in a little field by the houſe, 
walking, when there came too big men, one of whom 
ſwore, Here he is; I will kill him if there was not 
another man alive.“ I told him that he had not any 
reaſon to kill me, for I had done him no wrong; 
nor any one in that town. Then he pulled of: his 
hat and wig, and gave them to the other man, laying, 
«If I do not kill him, I will be damned.” Then he 
came as fiercely to me as he could, with en intent te 
run his head again{t the pit of my ſtomach, but I 
ſtepped aſide, and he pitched on his head, When 
he got up, I ſpoke to him again, and aſked him, 
What I had done amils to him: he gave me no an- 
iwer, but ran at me again, and caught hold of the 
collar of my ſhirt which rent in pieces, and he ſell 
down at my feet again: then he got un, and came 
to me the third time: and as I made ro reſiſtance, 
he threw me down, and leaped with his knees on my 
belly, ſeveral times, till he had beat the breath out 
of me and ſet my head a bleeding again. He then 
went to the gentlemen that had hired him and the 
other to kill me, and ſaid, „Gentlemen, I have 
killed the preacher ; he lies dead in the croft,” And 
then he took one of our friends, and threw him 


_ the corner of a wall, and broke two of his. 
ri 


s. The parſon's brother ſaid, Well we will ſee 
ourſelves; we willnottake your word.” Upon which, 
he and about twenty more came to me; but my 
breath was come again, and I was turned on m 
face, and lay bleeding on the ground, One of them 
laide “ He will get his death if he lies there awhile,” 

| Then 
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Then they lifted me up, and faid, © We will help 
you into the houſe,” When I could ſpeak, I ſaid, 
© Your mercy is only to make way for more cruelty; 
gentlemen, if I have done any. thing contrary to 
the law, let me be puniſhed by the law; I am a 
ſubject to King George; and to his law I appeal; 
and I am willing to go before my Lord Mayor, as 
he is the King's Magiſtrate.” But they curled me, 
and the K—g too, ſaying he was as bad as we, or 
he would have hanged us all ike dogs before now. 
One actually damned him, and ſaid, If he was 
here, we would ſerve him as bad as you.” 
The parſon's brother curſed me, and Taid, “Ace- 
cording to your preaching, you would prove our 
miniſters to be blind guides, and falſe prophets; 
but we will kill you, as faſt as you come,” One 
ſaid, „If Weſley comes on Tueſday, he ſhall! not live 
another day in this world.“ When I was got into 
the ſtreet, they ſet up a huzza, and a perſon caught 
hold of my right hand, and gave me a haſty pluck: 
at the ſame time, another ſtruck me on the left fide 
of my head, and knocked me down. As I got up, 
they knocked me down eight times; and when I 
lay on the ground, not being able to get up, they 
took me by the hair of my head, and dragged me 
upon the ſtones for near twenty yards, ſome kick- 
ing me on my fides and thighs with their feet, as 
the others dragged me along; and ſix of them got on 
my body and thighs, to tread the Holy Ghoſt out of 
me (as they ſaid), Then they let me alone alittle 
while, and ſaid one to another, © We cannot kill 
him,” One ſaid, I have heard, that a cat hath 
nine lives; but I think he hath nine ſcore.” Ano- 
ther ſaid, „If he has, he ſhall die this day.” A 
third ſaid, „Where is his horſe, for he ſhall quit 
the town immediately?“ And they ſaid to me, 
& Order your horſe to be brought to you; for you 
ſhall go before we leave you.” I ſaid, „I will 
not, for you intend to kill me 1n private, that you 
may eſcape juſtice; but if you do murder me it ſhall 
be in public; and it may be, that the gallows may 
bring 
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bring you to repentance, and your ſouls may be 
faved from the wrath to come.” Then one ſwore, 
if I would not go, they would put me into the 
draw-well; and they lifted up the lid of the well, 
and dragged me towards it; but a woman, big with 


child, ſtood by the well, andpuſhed ſeveral of them 


down, ſo that they could not get me to it, Then 
two gentlewomen, whe came out of the city, called 
the gentlemen by their names, that were ſtriving 
to put me in; who all let me go, and turning to the 
gentlewomen, they looked as men confounded, In 
the mean time, ſome friends got me up, and helped 
me into the houſe, Then all the mob ſet out for 
the city, ſinging debauched ſougs. This was on 
Eaſter Sunday, 

I heard one of them ſay, as he got into the coach, 
« It is impoſſible for him to live; and if Fohn Weſley 
comes on Tueſday, we will kill him: then we ſhall 
be quite rid of the Methodilts for ever; for no o 
wilf dare to come, if they two be killed.” 

When they were gone, I ſent for ſomething to 
ſweat me; and I ſweat ſo violently, that in the morn- 
ing my ſhirt was, as if it had been ſtained with raw 
beef, But I was not fo ſore, as I expected; for I 
ſet out to meet Mr, John Weſley, and was enabled to 
ride forty miles that day. 

I met him at O/motherly, and heard him preach on 
a tomb-ſtone in the church-yard, to a large and ſe- 
rious congregation, I found his word to come with 
power to my ſoul, and was conſtrained to cry out, 
„O Lord, I will praiſe thee for thy goodneſs to me; 
for thou haſt been with me in all my trials; thou 
haſt brought me out of the jaws of death ; and tho' 
thou didſt permit men to ride over my head, and 
laid afflictions on my loins, yet thou halt brought 
me through fire and water, into a wealthy place.“ 
And indeed in all my perſecutions, my foul was 
kept in peace, ſo that I neither felt fear nor anger. 

So far, Lord, I am thy witnels; for thou doſt 
give ſtrength for our day, according to thy word, 
and grace to help in time of need. O my dear Re- 

|  deemer, 
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» 
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deemer, how ſhall I praiſe thee as thou oughteſt to 


be praiſed? O let my life be a living ſacrifice to 
thee; for it is by thee alone, that I ave both 
temporal and eternal death. 

When I had told Mr. Weſley of the treatment I 
had met with, he bleſſed God for my deliverance. 
However, I adviſed him not to go to York at that 
time, but to go to Leeds: and God bleſſed his word 
to many ſouls at Leeds that week, 

Thus far J can ſay, © The Lord is my helper: O, 
may I never grieve his Spirit; then will he be my 
guide unto death, and my portion for ever.“ 

This is a plain narrative of the dealings of God 
and man with me, from my youth to the ſorty-ſe- 
cond year of my natural life, 


H * M N. 


For a thouſand tongues to ſing 

My dear Redeemer's praile ! 

The gloriesof my God and 3 
The triumphs of his grace! 


My gracious Maſter, and my God, 
 Alliſt me to proclaim, 
To ſpread through all the earth abroad, 
The honours of thy Name. 


Jeſu, the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our ſorrows ceale; 
”Tis muſic in the ſinner's ears, 
'Tis life, and health, and peace. 


He breaks the power of canceled ſin, 
He ſets the priſoners free; 

His blood can make the fouleſt clean ; 
His blood availed ſor me, 
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He ſpeaks, and liſtening to his voice, 
New life the dead receive; 

The mournfal, broken hearts rejoice, 
The humble poor believe, 


Hear him, ye deaf, him praiſe, ye dumb, 
Your looſened tongues employ: 

Ye blind, behold your Saviour come, 
And leap, ye lame, for joy 


Look unto him, ye nations; own 

Your God, ye fallen race; 
Look, and be ſaved through faith alone, 
Be juſtifed by grace! 


See all your fins on Jeſus laid ; 
The Lamb of God was flain ; 

His foul was once an offering made, 
For every foul of man, 


Harlots, and publicans and thieves, 
In holy triumph join! 

Saved is the ſinner that believes, 
From crimes as great as mine. 


Drunkards, and all ye hellifh crew, 
Blackened with luſt and pride: 

Believe the Saviour died for you, 
And feel his blood applicd. 


Awake from guilty nature's ſleep, 
And Chrilt ſhall give you light ; 

Caſt all your fins into the deep, | 
And let your ſpirit right, 


With me (your chief) ye then will know, 
Shall feel your fins forgiven, 
Anticipate your h avèn below, 
And own that Love is Heaven, 


1 


